
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5pm  

& 9.30am Sunday 

After that on demand  

 

Saturday Vigil 

    5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday  

   7.30am   Rosebery 

   9.30am   Rosebery  

   11.00am  Redfern  

 
Weekday Mass This Week 

 

Monday 30 November - 7.00am  Communion 
Service & Liturgy of the Word Rosebery  

Tuesday 1 December - 5pm Waterloo  

Wednesday 2 December  -  7.30am Rosebery    

Friday 4 December - 8.00am Redfern 

 
 

Baptism by appointment 

 
 

Keep up to date with parish news at  
Facebook & Instagram 

@catholiccommunityofcitysouth 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT| 28TH / 29TH  NOVEMBER 2020 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Within the four weeks of the Advent season, the Church’s liturgy draws     
attention to different facets of how God’s plan has been revealed in Christ, is 
now revealed in every Mass we celebrate, and that Christ will be revealed in 
his glory, when he comes again at a time we do not know. For each Sunday of 
Advent, we take our focus for the Advent Wreath from our Advent traditions. 
Like the people of the Old Testament we live in hope for the fullness of the 
revelation of Christ the Messiah when he will come in glory to judge the living 
and the dead. This year we will anticipate and pray for the process and       
outcomes of the Plenary Council when lighting the Advent Wreath.  

Fr Paul: 
May the sprinkling of this water 
remind all of us gathered here 

of our first sharing in the grace of baptism. 
During this time of Advent 

may we prepare for the Lord’s coming 
with open hearts and minds. 

May this wreath be a symbol to us 
of this time of prayerful watching and waiting 

for the coming of the Lord, and a symbol of faith 
in the power of the Holy Spirit as we anticipate the 

fruits of the Plenary Council and our parish renewal. 
The Presider, or an assistant, lights the first candle, which is often named the Prophets’ Candle as the 

prophets prepared the way for the future coming of the Messiah. 
 

Fr Paul: Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the 
prophets of old. The Prophet Isaiah proclaimed to 
the people that we are the work of God’s hands; 

we are the clay, and he is the potter (First Reading). 
Mould us in your image as we walk together the 

pilgrimage of the Plenary Council and parish renewal. 
R. Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 

Fr Paul:  Lord Jesus, we believe you come among us now. 
St Paul declares that the Spirit will keep us steady 

until the last day (Second Reading). May our 
hearts be centered on listening to the Holy Spirit. 

throughout this Advent journey. 
R. Lord, help us to run forth to meet your Christ with righteous deeds. 

Fr Paul:  Lord Jesus, you will come again in glory. You ask 
us to ‘stay awake!’ (Gospel). May we be awake 

and ready to hear the movement of the Spirit in the 
world around us. 

R. Come, Lord Jesus. 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

 

 

Recently Deceased: Albert Wilson; Dale Dargin; Carla Todaro; Tommy Brennan. 

Anniversary: John Agrel D’Souza (4 Dec).  

Deceased: Giovanni Catanea; Romeo Javelosa; Lino Coppola; Di Cristo & Aprea Families; Mio Family; Verardo 
Family; Joseph Mizzi; Charlie & Carmen Vassallo; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; 
Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Hazel Holly; Arthur and Rose Dennett; 
Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; 
Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Therese & Alfred Scerri; Margaret & Joseph Fenech; Isabel Fenech; Joseph & Rose 
Lia; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss. All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; 
All Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Vicenzio Lovatti; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; Sue Ann Chua Cezar;  John 
Gavan;  Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese 
Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker;  Fr Emmanuel Seo; Carolyn White; Marlic 
Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano;  Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Rosemary Cooley; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan 
Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Michael Villanueva (29 Nov); Isla Foster (2 Dec); Elisa Papagianopoulos (3 Dec); Joseph Jerry 
Arriesgado (4 Dec). 

Anniversary of Ordination: Fr Paul Smithers (30 Nov 2002).  

We cannot leave Mass Offering envelopes in the Church, therefore either place your intention in the 
collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - please contact Parish Office 
for more details.  

Procedure for attending Mass from 1 Nov: 
1. You must register by phone or email. 

2. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, 
get your name marked off and sit in pews with 
a green ‘sit here’ sign. Physical distancing is 
still required   unless you live in the same 
house.  

3. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to wipe 
down the pew you were sitting in with the special  hospital 
grade wipes provided.  

4. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms DO 
NOT ATTEND MASS. 

5. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the Parish 
Matters with you. 

6. The liturgy should be simplified in the ways previously 
directed eg no presentation of gifts, no singing. 

7. Holy water removed from stoups. 

8. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne for the 
king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) remains   
normative in Australia in the ordinary form of the Latin 
Rite and is  recommended during this COVID emergency; 
great care should be taken when exercising the option of 
Communion on the tongue; while clergy should receive 
Holy Communion under both kinds from the sacrifice 
confected at that Mass, the faithful shall only receive the 
Body of Christ. 

9. Contact details of all those entering the church (name and 
phone number or email address of one adult in each    
family) must be recorded, either by registering with office 
or signing up at the door. 

10. Please wear a mask during Mass in line with health advice 
from NSW  Government.  

11. No congregational singing. 

12. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not move 

If you have registered as a permanent attendee at either of 

the Masses and are unable to make it, please cancel your 

place in advance, especially for the 930am Mass at Rosebery. 

Your assistance with this is greatly appreciated. 

Baptism 

We congratulate Peggy Maria 

 being baptised at Rosebery on 

Sunday. 

God bless you and your family. 



A series of Friday night presentations on the Sunday Mass 

readings during Advent,  followed by questions from the    

audience. 

Where? 1880 Hall, Saint Peter’s Parish, Surry Hills 

When? Friday nights: November 29 and December 4, 11 and 

18 from 6.00pm to 7.00pm 

For whom? Everyone is welcome 

By whom? Dr. Ken Brimaud, LL. B., STD of the Catholic 

Institute of Sydney and the Angelicum University, Rome. 

Why Celebrate Christmas 
Columban Calendars 2021  

 

($10 per calendar) and St Vincent de Paul Christmas 
Cards ($7 per packet).  Please put your money in 

envelopes provided. At Rosebery you can put your 
money in the Catholic Weekly Slot in the wall.  

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 

Pick up your copy of “Adore” a beautiful booklet with 

Daily Reflections to prepare for Advent and Christmas. If 

you would like to make a donation,  please put in Catholic 

Weekly slot (Rosebery),  Catholic Weekly plate (Waterloo) 

and give to Fr Paul at Redfern. 

Christmas Mass Times 2020 

If you would like to read at the Christmas Masses please email or call Parish Office with your preferred time. 

Mass registrations to attend are now open. Please call the Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

Vigil, Thursday 24 December 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day, Friday 25 December 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 30 December Mass - 9.00am St Vincent, Redfern. 

Thursday 31 December Mass - 7.00pm Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo  

Friday 1 January 2021 Mass - 9.00am St Joseph, Rosebery  

No weekday Mass from 4 January to 25 January 2021 

Australia Day, Tuesday 26 Jan, Mass 9.00am Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

4.00pm, 6.00pm 5.30pm, 8.00pm 6.30pm 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

9.00am 8.00am 10.30am 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

Thursday 17 Dec  

Mass 6.00pm 

Confession 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Tuesday 22 December 

Mass 5pm 

Confession: 5.30pm-7.00pm 

Friday 18 December  

Confession 5.30pm-6.30pm 

Followed by Mass 6.45pm 



It’s such a temptation to treat creativity as something extra, 
isn’t it? When I’ve done all my work and taken care of my 
family and straightened the house or office and done my 
good deed for the day—then, if I have time and energy, I’ll 
do something creative. Humans are made in God’s image, 
and one of the ways in which we are like God is our ability 
to create. We take raw materials and make wonderful 
things: solid business plans, flower arrangements, meals for 
family and friends, works of art. Creativity is inherent in 
our daily activities. So, as you do your work this week,    
examine it for its raw materials. Then reflect on this 
thoughts: What will this material become?  
 
Creative God, move through my ordinary tasks today, 

to make them beautiful  
 

© Vinita Hampton Wright 

Healthy Spiritual Living  
Creativity: Raw Material 

ST VINCENT de PAUL CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

The Appeal will be conducted after all Masses on the 
weekend 12/13 December.  Cash donations towards this 
appeal will be gratefully received by the Society and are 
tax deductible.  If you wish to bring toys and other gifts 
(unwrapped) please do so on the  appeal weekend so as to 
carry out effective early distribution to those in need.       
Thank you in advance. 

Launch of 2020 Lights of Christmas at      
St Mary’s Cathedral 

St Mary’s Cathedral is again hosting the magnificent lights 
of Christmas with the event officially being launched on 
10 December with the lights display commencing at 
8:30pm. The lights will be displayed each night until 
11pm, concluding on Christmas Day. 



It takes a village to raise a child and we, at OLMC Waterloo, as part 
of the Catholic Community of Sydney South are part of the village 
that raises our students.  We appreciate the invitation from Fr Paul 
to share the highlights of our school community each month.  We 
would also hope that as we move out of COVID restrictions next 
year, that parishioners will feel welcome to join our School 
Community for various initiatives such as Morning Tea for special 
days, Liturgies and Prayer opportunities and Open Days. 

October was the month of the Holy Rosary and we created a decade 
of the Rosary on our wall outside the school for parents and 
parishioners who passed by and waited to collect students to pray if 
they wished to.  In November we are REMEMBERING – the Holy 
Souls, Remembrance Day and NAIDOC Week. 

We hope you enjoy our ‘snap-shots’ and that you will keep our 
school in your thoughts and prayers, we are all part of this great 
Catholic Community of Sydney South. 

Community Connection 

From Our Lady of  Mount Carmel Catholic Primary School 

Remembrance 

Day  

On the 11th Day, in the 

11th Month, at the 11th 

hour we paid our 

respects to those who 

have died in WW1 and in 

military service. 

We gathered at the end of our NAIDOC 
Day 

 Day and tried to form the shape of the Aboriginal 
Flag.  If you look from a distance you can see the black at 
the top, the red at the bottom and the yellow centre.  Our 

Torres Strait Island blue, green and white colours are 
mixed in but very much present.  iMovie https://

youtu.be/SG1l0V09EVM 

World Teacher Appreciation Day 

 
You might like to watch our 
Bookweek iMovie 

https://youtu.be/zJfjV8yrnwI 

 
We had a wonderful Celebration this month 

when 7 of  our students received the           
Sacraments of  Baptism and 1st Eucharist. 
Thank you Fr Paul, Sr Rosemary and Mrs   

Attard for preparing our Students. We had a 
wonderful Mass followed by some cake.                                     
Thank you to everyone who joined us. 

Principal: Mrs Margaret Holles 

A.P. Mrs Joanne Wong 

REC Mrs Jacinta Attard 

F&FE  Mrs Sinead Kent 

What’s Happening Around the Catholic Community of  City South 



Parish Prayer 

 

O God,  

you have made us the Church of your beloved Son.  

Make our Catholic Community of City South  

a family of one heart and mind in love towards you.  

Keep our service of others faithful to the example and command 

of Christ.  

May we cultivate the many gifts you create in us to share your 

abundant life and divine love with all those present in our lives.  

Nourish and unite us through the Eucharist.  

Fill us with hope and joy and a renewed sense of love and      

devotion to you.  

We pray through the intercession of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, 

St Joseph and St Vincent de Paul that they will guide and   

protect our community always.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

CONSULTATION  
PROCESS 

    

 Rosebery Redfern W/loo Total 

Support 82 30 58 170 

No Support 1 4 0 5 

Consultation Results 

From the Parish Priest 

Dear friends,  

This weekend we welcome Ben Saliba, a 5th year        

seminarian for the Archdiocese of Sydney. He will be 

with us until Christmas for his pastoral placement.  

This Monday is my 18th anniversary of Priesthood. I was 

ordained at St Declan’s church Penshurst in 2002. I 

chose for my ordination card the following image of  

Jesus washing his disciples feet. I have tried to live this 

vision of being Christian through my vocation as a priest. 

For the times I have failed I seek the Lord’s mercy and 

for the times I have lived up to it may God receive all the 

glory and praise.  

 

Please pray for me. 

 

God bless,  

First Holy Communion 2020 
 
 

Please keep  the children receiving First 
Eucharist in your prayers:                

Alessandro, Maxwell and Julia. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, bless the children who are to receive Holy Communion for 

the first time. May this be the first step toward a life-long love of the 

Eucharist. Amen.  



Our purpose - Building one parish within three unique locations 

to reach out to  individuals,  families and the wider community 

by creating a place of welcome, respect and support. 

At this time of the year, you can hardly have failed to notice how  

much more light there is in our southern skies as we come to the end 

of our year. As the amount of light in our skies increases at this time 

of the year, we begin our new liturgical year. We begin Advent     

preparing for the arrival of the Christ child of Bethlehem, the Light 

to the Nations and only Son of God. 

Advent, as we know, is the season which prepares us for the   of the 

coming of Christ at Christmas. In some ways it is like Lent – the 

period of preparation before Easter. We do wear purple vestments, 

and we refrain from singing the Gloria. 

But in many ways, Advent is very, very different. We still sing      

Alleluia during Advent. And Advent never seems nearly as stark and 

sombre in its preparation for Christmas as Lent is in its preparation 

for Easter. Perhaps that is because in Australia in Advent time we 

are winding down for the year and starting to get caught up in the 

hustle and bustle of Christmas parties, and holidays, and the end of 

the Year. 

We know that the season of Lent largely originated in the          

preparation of the catechumens for baptism at the Easter Vigil.   

Advent, on the other hand, began in the very simple desire of people 

to prepare for the coming of Christ which we celebrate at Christmas. 

Advent is also different to Lent largely because there is a two-fold 

nature to Advent. Yes, Advent is a time of preparation for our     

celebration of the coming of the Christ-child at Bethlehem at   

Christmas. But it is also a time of preparation for the Second     

Coming of Christ at the end of time. A time when we reflect a little 

more deeply on the words in our new translation of the Mass: ‘As we 

await the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ.’ 

A time for us, as the Gospel says: ‘to be on your guard and stay 

awake, because we do not know when the master of the house is 

coming: evening, midnight, cockcrow or dawn’ (Mark 13:35). 

And, how ready are we? Have we fallen asleep, and failed to heed the 

warning of today’s Gospel? Or have we taken heed of Paul’s        

exhortation to the Church of Corinth: do we know that as we wait 

for Our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed we are not left without any 

of the gifts of the Spirit? As we prepare ourselves for the coming of 

Christ, this week, let us join our prayers to the cry of the Psalmist in 

today’s Psalm: Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we 

shall be saved. 

Liturgy News 

As of 29 November 2020, the First Sunday of      
Advent, the conclusions to the Collects (Opening 
Prayers) at Masses in English will change. The 
change is mandated by the Australian Catholic    
Bishops Conference in response to a direction of the 
Congregation for Divine for Divine Worship and the 
Discipline of the Sacraments (CDW) to all the     
English-speaking Episcopal Conferences concerning 
the appropriate translation of the Latin Deus, per 
omnia saecula saeculorum.  

WHAT WILL CHANGE? The present translation 
includes the word “one” before God. The corrected 
translation will omit the word “one” before God.  

WHAT ARE THE REASONS FOR THE 
CHANGE? Lex orandi, lex credendi - “The law of 
praying is the law of believing” It is important that 
translations of liturgical prayer texts faithfully convey 
the doctrinal meaning: what we pray is to be what we 
believe, what we believe is to be what we pray, and 
these prayers are both expressive of, and formative 
of, the faith of those who proclaim and hear them. 
This change to the English of the Collects is to better 
reflect the faith content of the Latin which they 
translate. The Latin conclusion of the collects, when 
the prayer is directed to the Father, is as follows: Per 
Dominum nostrum Iesum Christum Filium tuum, 
qui tecum vivit et regnat in unitate Spiritus Sancti, 
Deus, per omnia saecula saeculorum. This Latin  
ending, long part of the Church’s liturgical prayers, 
does not say “unus Deus”/ “one God”, but simply 
Deus. However it does say in “unitate Spiritus    
Sancti”/“in the unity of the Holy Spirit.” This prayer 
ending has its roots in refutation of the Arian heresy 
and is   intended as a clear affirmation of the divinity 
of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son. It         
acknowledges that the Son intercedes to the Father 
on our behalf, and that the Son does so in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit who is the bond of communion 
between the Father and the Son; and that the Son is 
God. The CDW also pointed out that the addition of 
“one” before God is not mirrored in any of the other 
main language translations of the Missal. According 
to the CDW, the addition of “one” before “God” in 
the present translation, as well as being unwarranted 
in an accurate translation, also risks some             
misunderstanding that Jesus Christ is one deity,     
perhaps a  different diety, from the Father and the 
Holy Spirit.  

Advent Reflection: Week 1 



Entrance Antiphon 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 

In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 

Nor let my enemies exult over me; 
and let none who hope in you be put to shame. 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not 
said. 
 

First Reading Is 63:16-17; 64:1.3-8  

You, Lord, yourself are our Father, Our Redeemer is 
your ancient name. Why, Lord, leave us to stray from 
your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you? 
Return, for the sake of your servants, the tribes of 
your inheritance. Oh, that you would tear the heavens 
open and come down – at your Presence the 
mountains would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has 
seen any god but you act like this for those who trust 
him. You guide those who act with integrity and keep 
your ways in mind. You were angry when we were 
sinners; we had long been rebels against you. We 
were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours like 
filthy clothing. We have all withered like leaves and 
our sins blew us away like the wind. No one invoked 
your name or roused himself to catch hold of you. 
For you hid your face from us and gave us up to the 
power of our sins. And yet, Lord, you are our Father; 
we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work of 
your hand.  

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19  

R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face 
and we shall be saved.  

1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, shine forth from 
your cherubim throne. O Lord, rouse up your 
might, O Lord, come to our help. (R.)  

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look 
down from heaven and see. Visit this vine and 
protect it, the vine your right hand has planted. 
(R.)  

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen, 
the man you have given your strength. And we 
shall never forsake you again: give us life that 
we may call upon your name. (R.)  

 

 

 

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 1:3-9  

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send 
you grace and peace. I never stop thanking God for 
all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. 
I thank him that you have been enriched in so many 
ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the 
witness to Christ has indeed been strong among you 
so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the 
Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ 
to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and 
without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined 
you to his Son, Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us 
your salvation.  

Alleluia!  

 

 

Gospel Mk 13:33-37  

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay 
awake, because you never know when the time will 
come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone 
from home, and left his servants in charge, each with 
his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay 
awake. So stay awake, because you do not know 
when the master of the house is coming, evening, 
midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly, 
he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I 
say to all: Stay awake!’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall 
yield its increase. 

Liturgy of the Word 

The “green and cultivated valleys” 
described back then have been   

superseded by tower blocks,  and 
after some  separation into separate 

parishes, the peoples of the three 
suburbs have rejoined as the one 

family they were back then.  
 

Archbishop Anthony 16 August 
2019 , on the occasion of 160th    

anniversary at Waterloo. 


