
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5pm  

& 9.30am Sunday 

After that on demand  

 

Saturday Vigil 

    5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday  

   7.30am   Rosebery 

   9.30am   Rosebery  

   11.00am  Redfern  

 
Weekday Mass This Week 

 

Monday 7 December - 7.00am  Communion 
Service & Liturgy of the Word Rosebery  

 
Tuesday 8 December - 5pm Waterloo  

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 

Wednesday 9 December  -  7.30am Rosebery   

PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

  

Friday 11 December - 8.00am Redfern 

 
 

Baptism by appointment 

 
 

Keep up to date with parish news at  
Facebook & Instagram 

@catholiccommunityofcitysouth 

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT| 5TH / 6TH DECEMBER 2020 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Advent Wreath Response  
 
 

V. Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the 
prophet Isaiah who described you as a ‘shepherd 
feeding his flock, gathering the lambs in his arms’ 
(First Reading). The Advent journey invites us to 
be a Humble, Healing and Merciful community. 
Like the shepherd may we be people with arms 

outstretched in love. 
R. Lord, let us see your kindness 

 
V. Lord Jesus, you will come again. St Peter reminds 

us to live holy and saintly lives while we wait and 
long for the Day of God to come (Second Reading). 
Waiting can be filled with anxiety. The unexpected 

can be frightening. Help us to live in the Spirit 
always. 

R. May nothing hinder us from meeting the Lord. 
 

V. Lord Jesus, you call us to baptism in the Holy Spirit 
(Gospel). Be with us as we ‘Listen to what the Spirit 

is saying’ throughout the journey of Advent. 
Council. 

R. Come, Lord Jesus with your protection and mercy. 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

 

Recently Deceased: Albert Wilson; Dale Dargin. 

Anniversary: Ester Lopez, Elizabeth Joy Bornor, Sebastian Lentini (10 Dec). 

Deceased: Giovanni Catanea; Romeo Javelosa; Lino Coppola; Di Cristo & Aprea Families; Mio Family; 
Verardo Family; Joseph Mizzi; Charlie & Carmen Vassallo; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; 
Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Hazel Holly; 
Arthur and Rose Dennett; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert;    
Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Therese & Alfred Scerri;          
Margaret & Joseph Fenech; Isabel Fenech; Joseph & Rose Lia; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett;                 
Jay Rosenstrauss. All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Lucia Quintal; Vicenzio Lovatti; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost;    
Sue Ann Chua Cezar;  John Gavan;  Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong:        
Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan;          
Allan Walker;  Fr Emmanuel Seo; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano;  Joan Kenny; 
Abrelita Aguillar; Rosemary Cooley; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Mitchell Borg, Linda Amorillo (5 Dec); Christopher Nonis, Pili Harjanto (7 Dec);             
Blake Snashel (8 Dec); Haru Chow (11 Dec).  

We cannot leave Mass Offering envelopes in the Church, therefore either place your intention in the 
collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - please contact Parish Office 
for more details.  

 Parish 2nd Collection - November 
 Rosebery  Envelopes $485, Loose $1422.60, EFT $865, 
 Direct Deposit $275 
 Redfern Loose $525 
 Waterloo Envelopes $1153, Loose $432, EFT $195 

Procedure for attending Mass from 1 Nov: 
1. You must register by phone or email. 

2. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, 
get your name marked off and sit in pews with 
a green ‘sit here’ sign. Physical distancing is 
still required   unless you live in the same 
house.  

3. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to wipe 
down the pew you were sitting in with the special  hospital 
grade wipes provided.  

4. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms DO 
NOT ATTEND MASS. 

5. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the Parish 
Matters with you. 

6. The liturgy should be simplified in the ways previously 
directed eg no presentation of gifts, no singing. 

7. Holy water removed from stoups. 

8. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne for the 
king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) remains   
normative in Australia in the ordinary form of the Latin 
Rite and is  recommended during this COVID emergency; 
great care should be taken when exercising the option of 
Communion on the tongue; while clergy should receive 
Holy Communion under both kinds from the sacrifice 
confected at that Mass, the faithful shall only receive the 
Body of Christ. 

9. Contact details of all those entering the church (name and 
phone number or email address of one adult in each    
family) must be recorded, either by registering with office 
or signing up at the door. 

10. Please wear a mask during Mass in line with health advice 
from NSW  Government.  

11. No congregational singing. 

12. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not move 
around the church. Maintain physical distance at all times.  

Baptism 

We congratulate Aurora Belle Irsania  

 being baptised at Rosebery on         

Saturday. 

God bless you and your family. 



The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney has launched a new website, 
Facebook and Instagram pages today, aimed at promoting the    
pathway to sainthood for the Co-Founder of Our Lady's Nurses for 
the Poor, Servant of God, Eileen O'Connor. Eileen's great courage in 
serving the sick poor, despite enduring great personal illness herself 
is a truly remarkable example to us all. 

Visit the new website at this address: www.eileenoconnor.com.au and 
follow the new Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
SoGEileenOConnor and Instagram page at this address: 
w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m / t h e e i l e e n o c o n n o r /                                       
The new website features prayers through the intercession of Eileen 
O'Connor, details on upcoming events to honour her memory,     
videos and photo galleries.  

Website to Promote the cause for sainthood of               
Eileen O’Connor 

Columban Calendars 2021  

 

$10 per calendar. Please put your money in envelopes 
provided. At Rosebery you can put your money in 

the Catholic Weekly Slot in the wall.  

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

If you are able to, please consider making a donation to 

support the priests of the Archdiocese including sick 

priests, migrant chaplains and those undertaking further 

studies. We cannot leave envelopes out, but please collect 

an envelope when you check in to Mass and return during 

collections. 

Christmas Mass Times 2020 

If you would like to read at the Christmas Masses please email or call Parish Office with your preferred time. 

Mass registrations to attend are now open. Please call the Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

Vigil, Thursday 24 December 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day, Friday 25 December 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 30 December Mass - 9.00am St Vincent, Redfern. 

Thursday 31 December Mass - 7.00pm Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo  

Friday 1 January 2021 Mass - 9.00am St Joseph, Rosebery  

No weekday Mass from 4 January to 25 January 2021 

Australia Day, Tuesday 26 Jan, Mass 9.00am Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

4.00pm, 6.00pm 5.30pm, 8.00pm 6.30pm 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

9.00am 8.00am 10.30am 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

Thursday 17 Dec  

Mass 6.00pm 

Confession 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Tuesday 22 December 

Mass 5pm 

Confession: 5.30pm-7.00pm 

Friday 18 December  

Confession 5.30pm-6.30pm 

Followed by Mass 6.45pm 

http://www.eileenoconnor.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
http://www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/


Every day I am formed. Situations, pressures within and 
without, and my fears and desires shape me through      
conversations and mundane activities such as commuting 
or preparing a meal. Much of my situation is already       
determined: for instance, I’ve committed to a marriage and 
I’m an employee, and those two relationships will form me, 
day in and day out.  
However, I can choose to include influences that will help 
shape me into the person God created me to be. I Can 
choose daily prayer, regular conversation with people who 
encourage and teach me, and engagement in a community 
that helps me live out my faith. I Can ask myself to list right 
now the influences I have already brought into my life that 
will help form me as the person I want to be.  
 
Lord Jesus, which influences might I seek on a regular basis?  
 
Creative God, move through my ordinary tasks today, 

to make them beautiful  
 

© Vinita Hampton Wright 

Healthy Spiritual Living  
Good Habits: Choose Your Influences 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal  

The Appeal will be conducted after all Masses on the 
weekend 12/13 December.  Cash donations towards 
this appeal will be gratefully received by the Society 
and are tax deductible.  If you wish to bring toys and 
other gifts (unwrapped) please do so on the  appeal 
weekend so as to carry out effective early distribution 
to those in need. At Rosebery, donations can be placed 
in the SVDP slot in the wall.         
 
Thank you in advance. 

Sacrament of Confirmation 2021 

First Holy Communion 2020 
 
 

Please keep  the children receiving 
First Eucharist in your prayers:                      

 Alessandro, Maxwell and Julia. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, bless the children who are to receive Holy 

Communion for the first time. May this be the first step toward a     

life-long love of the Eucharist. Amen.  

For all young people in Rosebery, Redfern and 
Waterloo -  

Saturday 11 September 5.00pm  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel Waterloo  

 

The Archdiocese of Sydney’s Mission Plan, Go Make 

Disciples, will be launched online and in parishes by 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP on Saturday 12      

December, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, the 

Star of the New Evangelisation. Drawing from the  

insights of the ‘Parish 2020’ process, it will share the 

Archbishop’s personal vision for the future life of the 

Archdiocese and directions for our parishes and other 

Eucharistic communities in the years to come. 

 

At the heart of this new plan is the fundamental     

conviction that it is only through a personal encounter 

with Christ in the midst of the Church that our faith is 

renewed and the mission of evangelisation finds its 

source and inspiration. 

 

The new plan is also a practical resource for parishes, 

with the majority of its content focused on strategies 

and actions that parishes and chaplaincies can take up 

in the spiritual renewal of their community. It includes 

an overview of our present life in Sydney and five 

foundations for parish renewal (evangelisation,       

leadership, community, formation and worship) as well 

as strategies and actions for implementation. 

Launch of new Archdiocesan Mission Plan,  
Go Make Disciples 

 



Construction Corner 

Rosebery - Early Learning Centre 

      

      A blessing of the foundations of the Early 

Learning Centre will take place after the 9.30am 

Mass on Sunday 13 December.                 

Waterloo Church Restoration 

On Wednesday I had a meeting with the project     

manager of the Waterloo Church Restoration project. 

Work on the exterior (stage one) should begin in late 

February early March. Stage one of the project will   

include stripping the paint off the sandstone and      

exposing the sandstone so that the building can breath 

properly. Other measures will be implemented to     

resolve the rising damp problem as well as update 

much of the exterior that has been identified as needing 

repair. The  interior (stage two) will commence six 

months after the completion of stage one. Below are 

the colours that have been chosen. These colours   

complement that of the school administration building 

that has recently been painted.  

Rosebery Church Renovation  

For your information the updated architects   

drawing are on display in the verandah section of 

the Rosebery church.  

You will notice in the plans for two icons to go 

either side of the tabernacle in the sanctuary. The 

one on the left side will be Mary Help of Christians 

(similar to this one) and one the other side will be 

St Joseph. The Icons are being painted by Michael 

Galovic a renowned icon painter who lives on the 

Central Coast. Fr Paul has met with Michael     

several times to discuss the details of the icons.  

The statues will be placed in a devotional space 

along the side (verandah) of  the church. This  

dedicated devotional space will encourage private 

prayer and petition consistent with Church       

documents on the liturgy. 

 

  



Parish Prayer 

 

O God,  

you have made us the Church of your beloved Son.  

Make our Catholic Community of City South  

a family of one heart and mind in love towards you.  

Keep our service of others faithful to the example and command 

of Christ.  

May we cultivate the many gifts you create in us to share your 

abundant life and divine love with all those present in our lives.  

Nourish and unite us through the Eucharist.  

Fill us with hope and joy and a renewed sense of love and      

devotion to you.  

We pray through the intercession of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, 

St Joseph and St Vincent de Paul that they will guide and   

protect our community always.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

From the Parish Priest 

Dear friends in Christ,  

In a welcome step forward for our churches in the 

lead up to Christmas, NSW Health has announced 

that from Monday 7 December, churches will be 

able to have unlimited numbers at all religious     

services, as long as a two square metre rule is      

observed. This effectively doubles the current     

capacity and will mean that there will be room for 

everyone. Churches are required to keep records of 

all attending Masses for contact tracing purposes 

and the NSW Government recommends that 

church-goers continue to wear face masks when 

attending Mass.  

The office will be closed this Wednesday for our 

staff Christmas lunch. I am so grateful for the    

support of so many talented people.  

As we continue to grow and develop I am          

proposing that 2021 be a year to consider getting 

more involved in the life of the Catholic           

Community. You may have an idea that would    

enhance the community or enrich it with a ministry 

that does not exist at the moment. If you have an 

idea write to me outlining your idea and the        

resources you will need. Or you might consider one 

of the following:  

 Music ministry 

 Server at the altar 

 Instituted Acolyte (men) 

 Reader 

 Sacristan  

 Youth or young people ministry 

 Hospitality  

 Technology  

 Graphic designer 

 Service to the poor 

 St Vincent de Paul Society 

 Catechist 

 

God bless,  



Our purpose - Building one parish within three unique locations 

to reach out to  individuals,  families and the wider community 

by creating a place of welcome, respect and support. 

Our celebration of the season of Advent always has a two-fold 

character. Yes, we are preparing to celebrate the great feast of 

the Birth of Christ at Christmas. But the coming of the Christ 

at Christmas will be the focus of the last two weeks of Advent. 

These first two weeks of Advent are largely concerned with 

the coming of Christ at the end of all time. And so, we find 

ourselves, if you like, caught up in one great Advent. One great 

time of waiting between the first coming of Christ at        

Bethlehem and the Second Coming of Christ. The whole   

history of salvation was changed with the Incarnation: the 

coming of the Son of God in our own human flesh. And the 

whole history of salvation will be brought to its culmination 

when Christ comes again in glory to judge the living and the 

dead. So we find ourselves in these in-between times. As our 

guide for these in-between times, the Church places before us 

the figure of John the Baptist. John, the great forerunner of 

the Messiah, truly belongs to these in-between times. He 

stands as the last of the great prophets of the coming of the 

Lord. He is dressed as a prophet: wearing a garment of camel 

skin. He lives on locusts and wild honey – the food of the 

prophets. The people who saw and heard the preaching of 

John the Baptist in the wilderness of Judaea would have seen 

in him something of the figure of the great prophet Elijah. But 

as much as he is a figure from the pages of the Old Testament, 

John the Baptist always points to the dawning of the era of the 

New Covenant. John always points to the One who follows 

him; the One whose sandals he is not fit even to undo the 

strap. John the Baptist always has one foot in the Old        

Testament and one foot in the New. The appearance of John 

the Baptist is somewhat abrupt in Mark’s Gospel. In only the 

fourth verse of Mark’s Gospel we are told: and so it was that 

John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness…And of course, 

we know that John the Baptist appeared just before Jesus   

began his own ministry of preaching and healing. And the 

message of John the Baptist was fresh and clear and simple: 

John proclaims a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sins. The scene described in today’s Gospel is, for me, very 

easy to picture. As a pilgrim to the Holy Land, I visited this 

same wilderness. And it truly is wilderness. Desolate, scrubby 

land…not quite desert, but certainly not lush and green. And 

there appears John. Slightly wild-eyed, looking rough and 

ready in his cloak of camel hair (I imagine), calling the people 

of all Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem to repentance. All 

Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem means there would have 

been quite a crowd. And the crowd is attracted to the John the 

Baptist because his preaching resonates with them.  

Advent Reflection: Week 2 
There is a truth with a freshness and a simplicity in 

John’s preaching which these people longed to hear. 

And John’s preaching always, always points to the One 

who is to come, the One who is more powerful. Mark is 

the shortest of all the Gospels. There is not much     

varnish on it; it is simple and gets directly to the point. It 

is also the first of the Gospels to be written: written for 

Christians in Rome who have suffered persecution from 

outside their community and division inside their own 

community. In the face of this persecution and division, 

there is an urgency to Christ’s call to discipleship. And 

so, an urgent and indeed radical response is called for. 

This is why the Baptist is placed before us during      

Advent. His simple, direct message – first preached to 

all Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem – is also 

preached to us. As we follow the Lord during these      

in-between times, we are called to that same urgent and 

radical response to which John the Baptist was called. 

That we repent of our sinfulness and that we make our 

hearts ready so that we may be ready to welcome the 

One who follows John the Baptist, the One more    

powerful than he, the One who baptises us with the  

Holy Spirit. 

A voice of one crying 

out in the desert: 

“Prepare the way of the 

Lord.” (Gospel) 

El Greco, 

St John the Baptist, 

1577-79 



Entrance Antiphon 

O people of Sion, behold,  
the Lord will come to save the nations, 
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard  
in the joy of your heart. 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not 
said. 
 

First Reading Is 40:1-5. 9-11  

‘Console my people, console them’ says your God. 
‘Speak to the heart of Jerusalem and call to her that 
her time of service is ended, that her sin is atoned for, 
that she has received from the hand of the Lord 
double punishment for all her crimes.’ A voice cries, 
‘Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord. Make a 
straight highway for our God across the desert. Let 
every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill be 
laid low, let every cliff become a plain, and the ridges 
a valley; then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all mankind shall see it; for the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken.’ Go up on a high mountain, joyful 
messenger to Zion. Shout with a loud voice, joyful 
messenger to Jerusalem. Shout without fear, say to 
the towns of Judah, ‘Here is your God.’ Here is the 
Lord coming with power, his arm subduing all things 
to him. The prize of his victory is with him, his 
trophies all go before him. He is like a shepherd 
feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms, holding 
them against his breast and leading to their rest the 
mother ewes.  

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14.  

(R.) Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us 
your salvation.  

1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, a 
voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people. 
His help is near for those who fear him and his 
glory will dwell in our land. (R.)  

2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and 
peace have embraced. Faithfulness shall spring 
from the earth and justice look down from 
heaven. (R.)  

3. The Lord will make us prosper and our earth 
shall yield its fruit. Justice shall march before 
him and peace shall follow his steps. (R.)  

 

Second Reading 2 Pt 3:8-14  

There is one thing, my friends, that you must never 
forget: that with the Lord, ‘a day’ can mean a 

thousand years, and a thousand years is like a day. 
The Lord is not being slow to carry out his promises, 
as anybody else might be called slow; but he is being 
patient with you all, wanting nobody to be lost and 
everybody to be brought to change his ways. The 
Day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then with 
a roar the sky will vanish, the elements will catch fire 
and fall apart, the earth and all that it contains will be 
burnt up. Since everything is coming to an end like 
this, you should be living holy and saintly lives while 
you wait and long for the Day of God to come, when 
the sky will dissolve in flames and the elements melt 
in the heat. What we are waiting for is what he 
promised: the new heavens and new earth, the place 
where righteousness will be at home. So then, my 
friends, while you are waiting, do your best to live 
lives without spot or stain so that he will find you at 
peace.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Lk 3:4. 6  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.  

Alleluia!  

 

Gospel Mk 1:1-8  

The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. It is written in the book of the 
prophet Isaiah: Look, I am going to send my 
messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A 
voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the 
Lord, make his paths straight, and so it was that John 
the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a 
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. All 
Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem made their way 
to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. John wore a 
garment of camel-skin, and he lived on locusts and 
wild honey. In the course of his preaching he said, 
‘Someone is following me, someone who is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down 
and undo the strap of his sandals. I have baptised you 
with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit.’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights, 
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.  

Liturgy of the Word 


