
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5pm  

& 9.30am Sunday 

After that on demand  

 

Saturday Vigil 

    5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday  

   7.30am   Rosebery 

   9.30am   Rosebery  

   11.00am  Redfern  

 
Weekday Mass This Week 

 

Monday 14 December - 7.00am  Communion 
Service & Liturgy of the Word Rosebery  

 
Tuesday 15 December - 5.00pm Waterloo  

 
Wednesday 16 December  -  7.30am Rosebery   

 

Thursday 17 December -  6.00pm Rosebery 

Followed by confession & Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament until 7.30pm 

 

Friday 18 December - 5.30pm Redfern                                        
Confession followed by Mass 6.45pm 

 

 

Baptism by appointment 

 
Keep up to date with parish news at  

Facebook & Instagram 
@catholiccommunityofcitysouth 

3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT| 12TH /13TH DECEMBER 2020 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Advent Wreath Response  
 
 

V. Lord Jesus, your coming was foretold by the 
prophet Isaiah who cried with joy for God clothes 
us in the garments of salvation (First Reading). As 
a joyful, hope-filled Servant Community may our 
hearts be filled with gratitude for the many gifts 

God has given us. 
R. Rejoice in the Lord always 

 
V. Lord Jesus, you come among us now as the light of 

the world. St Paul urges us to be happy at all times 
and to pray constantly (Second Reading). May 

the joy of the Lord be in our hearts as we journey 
together, listening to what the Spirit is saying this Advent. 

R. May nothing hinder us from meeting the Lord. 
 

V. Lord Jesus, you sent John the Baptist 
to be a witness for the light (Gospel). 

Like John the Baptist may we be 
witnesses to the power of Jesus open to 

Conversion and Renewal. 
R. Come, Lord Jesus with your protection and mercy. 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

 

Recently Deceased: Stan Neale; Ted Field, Sr Eleanor Dawson RSJ, Sr Helen Cooke RSJ.  
 

Anniversary: Fr John Cullen (1st Parish Priest of Rosebery); Frieda Purcell (30 Nov); Joe Kerr (16 Dec); 
Geoff Shalala (17 Dec). 
 

Deceased: Giovanni Catanea; Romeo Javelosa; Lino Coppola; Di Cristo & Aprea Families; Mio Family; 
Verardo Family; Joseph Mizzi; Charlie & Carmen Vassallo; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; 
Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Hazel Holly; 
Arthur and Rose Dennett; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert;    
Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Therese & Alfred Scerri;           
Margaret & Joseph Fenech; Isabel Fenech; Joseph & Rose Lia; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett;                 
Jay Rosenstrauss. All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 

Those who are sick: Vicenzio Lovatti; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; Sue Ann Chua 
Cezar;  John Gavan;  Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington;   
Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker;  Fr Emmanuel 
Seo; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano;  Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar;              
Rosemary Cooley; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Tim Downs (13 Dec); Aidan Downs (15 Dec); Teresita Aguirre (16 Dec); Jason Fong, 
Benjamin Walker (17 Dec); Richard Hannigan, John Cooley, Samantha del Castillo (18 Dec).  
 

We cannot leave Mass Offering envelopes in the Church, therefore either place your intention in the 
collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - please contact Parish Office 
for more details.  

Procedure for attending Mass from 7 Dec: 
1. A new COVID Safe plan has been completed 

and submitted to the NSW Government. 

2. The new guidelines allow for 1 person per 2 
sq/metres, funerals and weddings are now 
also governed by this rule.  

3. You must register by phone, or email or by QR code when 
entering the church. 

4. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, get your 
name marked off and sit in pews with a green ‘sit here’ 
sign. Physical distancing is still required   unless you live 
in the same house.  

5. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to wipe 
down the pew you were sitting in with the special  hospital 
grade wipes provided.  

6. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms DO 
NOT ATTEND MASS. 

7. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the Parish 
Matters with you. 

8. Holy water removed from stoups. 

9. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne for the 
king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) remains   
normative in Australia in the ordinary form of the Latin 
Rite and is  recommended during this COVID emergency; 
great care should be taken when exercising the option of 
Communion on the tongue; while clergy should receive 
Holy Communion under both kinds from the sacrifice 
confected at that Mass, the faithful shall only receive the 
Body of Christ. 

10. Please wear a mask during Mass in line with health advice 
from NSW  Government.  

11. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not move 
around the church. Maintain physical distance at all times.  

12. Mt Carmel Church will be open for person prayer (via 
code). You must sign in via QR code or paper.  

Baptism 

We congratulate Madeline Rose  

 being baptised at Rosebery on         

Saturday. 

God bless you and your family. 

Lights of Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

St Mary’s Cathedral is again hosting the magnificent lights of 
Christmas with the event officially launched on 10 December. The 
lights will be displayed each night until 11pm, concluding on 
Christmas Day. 



The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney has launched a new website, 
Facebook and Instagram pages today, aimed at promoting the    
pathway to sainthood for the Co-Founder of Our Lady's Nurses for 
the Poor, Servant of God, Eileen O'Connor. Eileen's great courage in 
serving the sick poor, despite enduring great personal illness herself 
is a truly remarkable example to us all. 

Visit the new website at this address: www.eileenoconnor.com.au and 
follow the new Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
SoGEileenOConnor and Instagram page at this address: 
w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m / t h e e i l e e n o c o n n o r /                                       
The new website features prayers through the intercession of Eileen 
O'Connor, details on upcoming events to honour her memory,     
videos and photo galleries.  

Website to Promote the cause for sainthood of               
Eileen O’Connor 

Columban Calendars 2021  

 

$10 per calendar. Please put your money in envelopes 
provided. At Rosebery you can put your money in 

the Catholic Weekly Slot in the wall.  

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

If you are able to, please consider making a donation to 

support the priests of the Archdiocese including sick 

priests, migrant chaplains and those undertaking further 

studies. We cannot leave envelopes out, but please collect 

an envelope when you check in to Mass and return during 

collections. 

Christmas Mass Times 2020 

If you would like to read at the Christmas Mass Redfern 10.30am,  please email or call Parish Office. 

Mass registrations to attend are now open. Please call the Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

Vigil, Thursday 24 December 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day, Friday 25 December 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 30 December Mass - 9.00am St Vincent, Redfern. 

Thursday 31 December Mass - 7.00pm Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo  

Friday 1 January 2021 Mass - 9.00am St Joseph, Rosebery  

No weekday Mass from 4 January to 25 January 2021 

Australia Day, Tuesday 26 Jan, Mass 9.00am Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

4.00pm, 6.00pm 5.30pm, 8.00pm 6.30pm 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

9.00am 8.00am 10.30am 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

Thursday 17 Dec  

Mass 6.00pm 

Tuesday 22 December 

Mass 5pm 

Friday 18 December  

Confession 5.30pm-6.30pm 

http://www.eileenoconnor.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
http://www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/


Building gratitude into the day is one simple act that can have far 
reaching impact on your life. Practicing saying thank you every 
morning and evening will train you to notice, more and more all 
the gifts that com to you.  
In the morning, look at your life and choose one thing for which 
to say “thank you, Lord.” in the evening, look back over the day 
and choose another thing for which to express gratitude.  

 
© Vinita Hampton Wright 

Healthy Spiritual Living  
Gratitude: One “Thank You, Lord” 

The Appeal will be conducted after all Masses this weekend 
12/13 December.  Cash donations towards this appeal will 
be gratefully received by the Society and are tax deductible.  If 
you wish to bring toys and other gifts (unwrapped) please do 
so on the  appeal weekend so as to carry out effective early 
distribution to those in need. At Rosebery, there will be 
representatives to take your collection. At Waterloo and 
Redfern, please ask for a donation envelope and return with 
collections or give to Fr Paul. Thank you in advance. 

St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal  

This weekend the Archdiocese of Sydney launches our 

new mission plan, Go Make Disciples. The title of the 

Plan is from St Matthew’s Gospel, where we read that, 

when the eleven disciples saw the risen Lord on Ascension 

Mount, “they worshipped Him; though some doubted” it 

was Him: Then Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority 

in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And remember, I am with you always, to the very end 

of the age’ (Matthew 28:18-20). 

The Mission Plan takes as its starting point the Great 

Commission given by Jesus to the Apostles and, through 

them, to us today. This starting point recognises that the 

authentic renewal of our communities comes not from 

anything extrinsic, but from faithfulness to Jesus Christ 

and His mission which He has called us, as the Church, to 

continue. 

Go Make Disciples invites each parish, open to the       

creative power of the Holy Spirit, to enter into a process 

of renewing our identity as communities called to continue 

the evangelising mission of Jesus: to deepen our own   

discipleship and – as an expression of that discipleship – 

to widen our outreach to others, inviting them to         

encounter the life-changing love of God through our 

words and deeds. 

Evangelisation includes sharing beyond the parish with 

those who do not know Jesus Christ or who have refused 

Him; sharing the Good News with infrequent church   

attenders, encouraging them anew to a deeper relationship 

and fresh engagement with Jesus and with the life of His 

body, the Church; and inflaming the hearts of the faithful 

through ordinary pastoral ministry. (Pope Francis) 

The readings this week speak eloquently of themes which 

are at the heart of our Mission 

Plan: 

-   the evangelising mission of Jesus 

- the relationship between discipleship and      

evangelisation 

-   the role of the central role of the Holy Spirit in 

bringing life 

- the call to be a voice in the wilderness,           

announcing the presence of Jesus 

Launch of new Archdiocesan Mission Plan,  
Go Make Disciples 

From the Parish Priest 

Dear friends,  
I noticed recently that a number of local shopping centres 
either don’t have Christmas decorations or don’t refer to 
‘Christmas’. When I rang to register my feedback I was told 
that they wanted a more inclusive tone. Yet what they have 
done is the opposite. They have created a sterile, bland and 
meaningless tone. Why can’t we celebrate our rich diversity 
and celebrate all aspects of our nation from faith based 
festivals to more secular ones. The liturgy refers to Christmas 
as Nativity which is a word that captures not just an event but 
tells us a wonderful story, it tells us about an amazing journey, 
and reveals characters that have to face ups and downs. Surely 
there is something in that we can all relate too.  
So I encourage you to decorate your house and don’t be 
afraid to celebrate Christmas.  
    God Bless,  



Come Home to Mass!  

On returning to the Eucharist following easing of COVIDSafe restrictions  

Eighth Pastoral Letter of the Archbishop of Sydney to the Clergy and Faithful during 

the COVID-19 Pandemic, Third Sunday of Advent, 13 December 2020  

Dear pastors and brothers and sisters in Christ,  

Dispensation now lifted  - The government has       

announced a significant easing of restrictions upon places 

and activities of worship. The only restriction on      

numbers at indoor and outdoor Masses is now the      

two-square-metre rule. Of course, we must continue to 

observe appropriate hygiene and distancing practices. We 

know we are not out of the COVID woods yet. Along 

with this letter I have issued new liturgical directives.  

In light of the significant easing of the restrictions upon 

church attendance, I rescind my decree of 20 March 2020 

dispensing the faithful of Sydney from the obligation to 

attend Mass on Sundays and the Holy Days of Christmas 

and the Assumption. Under canon 1247 attendance at 

Mass on those days is now obligatory once again. Of 

course, we want people to come to Mass out of love 

more than obedience, but love itself brings                 

responsibilities. Those who are of great age, have health 

conditions or are otherwise anxious about the risks of 

COVID-19 are free to remain at home and find another 

way of keeping holy the Sunday Sabbath: I have indicated 

some ways in my previous letters.  

If people find they cannot get in to a particular Mass, 

they should regard their attempt as satisfying the         

obligation. But most of our faithful have many options 

for Mass and it will be rare that someone can’t get in: 

with greater capacity, additional Masses, pre-registering 

and other measures, almost everyone should be able to 

be accommodated. Our priests are looking at a mix of   

in-church, in-bigger-hall and outdoor Masses to          

accommodate the Christmas crowds.  

Distancing has been hard 

Distancing troubles Christians because we know life is 

about following close behind Christ (Mt 16:21-7):      

gathering in families, parishes and communities, hearing 

His word proclaimed and articulating our needs in    

common prayer, receiving His substance into our own in 

Holy Communion, and then being sent out to assist the 

poor and lonely. For much of this year we’ve been     

unable to do these things, or could only do so in very 

reduced ways. Though our pastors and parishioners have 

shown remarkable resilience and creativity in responding, 

it has been a real loss for us.  

We have accepted the restrictions imposed on us with a 

heavy heart because we want all the community to      

co-operate in keeping people safe. But even as we have 

physically distanced, we have been especially conscious 

that we must never distance ourselves emotionally or 

spiritually from God and others.  

Community and communion 

 For some, this pandemic-enforced ‘retreat’ has been an 

opportunity to connect more deeply with family and 

God – to give time to conversation and prayer so often 

crowded out by our busyness. Many have maintained 

their connection to Mass and parish by live-streaming; 

others, who can’t normally come to Mass, have enjoyed 

Mass coming to them at home.  

But we rightly miss the experience of community at 

Mass, our union with family, friends, neighbours and 

fellow parishioners in Christ’s mystical body the 

Church. It’s been very isolating for many of us. As your 

bishop and on behalf of your priests may I say: we’ve 

missed you!  

If we rightly miss community at Mass, we also rightly 

miss communion at Mass, our union with Christ’s    

sacramental Body the Eucharist. Not being able to   

receive sacramentally has been a terrible loss for many 

of us. On God’s behalf I say: Jesus has missed you at 

Holy Communion time!  

We have rightly have missed congregating in our usual 

way. This is the ecclesial consciousness: that salvation is 

not just between me and God. We are saved and God is 

mediated with and through others. Human beings are 

made for community and communion.  

Sign and sacrament 

 “Come to the water,” God says through Isaiah (Isa 

55:1-3), and in Advent we see John fulfilling this 

through baptism. “Come to the table”, the prophets 

and psalmist cry out (Isa 25:6; Ps 23:5), and we see that 

fulfilled by Jesus in His Paschal Eucharist. If John was 

to be the witness to the Light, he had to be seen; if he 

was to call all to prepare for Christ’s coming, he had to 

be heard; if he was to baptise us with water, he had to 

stand beside us (Jn 1:6-8,19-28). As spiritual as they 

were, these intimate encounters with God required 

physical presence.  



There may be further outbreaks and so we must continue 

to be vigilant and to pray for an end to the pandemic. 

There will be ongoing restrictions and a greater            

consciousness of hygiene and other safety measures. There 

will be a continuing challenge to reach out to the isolated, 

anxious or economically devastated. Above all, as people 

are called back to Church, we must ask what kind of 

Church they are coming back to?  

By a happy providence, this very weekend we launch Go 

Make Disciples, our archdiocesan mission plan several 

years in the making. As things have turned out, it will be 

our COVID recovery plan as well. It is all about personal 

and community renewal, so that we can be the kind of 

missionary disciples and welcoming communities needed 

for the new normal.  

The call of every generation to a ‘new evangelisation’ is as 

old as Christianity itself. What’s new about it is our       

particular gifts, enthusiasm, audiences, approaches. Our 

new mission plan is packed full of ideas on how we can 

offer the kinds of evangelisation, leadership, community, 

formation and worship that people need today.  

Come Home  

The 19th century Scottish poet and Christian apologist, 

George Macdonald, published a poem entitled “The 

Shortest and Sweetest of Songs”. The title is longer than 

the poem itself, which contains but two words: 

 Come  

  Home.  

The poignancy of these two words, separated by a line, is 

undeniable. It could be addressed to anyone. Is it a       

directive? A plea? A hope? It seems to me that this song 

voices God’s call to come home to Mass.  

In coming back to Church, we are returning to God’s 

house and ours, the entrance hall to our eternal home. But 

through the renewal ahead in Go Make Disciples, it 

should be more evident than ever. We want to make     

ourselves and our communities sites of encounter with 

God, where people will find their spiritual home.  

Christmas is coming! Please plan to include Mass in your 

Christmas celebrations. Plan to bring with you some     

people who are less regular attenders. At last we will be 

able to sing carols again. At last we can celebrate the   

greatest of all Christmas gifts: God-made-baby for us.  

Ours is a God-come-close religion, a come-close-to-God   

religion, sacramental, ecclesial, up close and personal. Because 

we are bodily, God became bodily. Because we are hungry, 

God became food. Because we are substantial, God lends His 

substance. No mere virtual reality, or spiritual feeling, or 

ghostly presence: God in the flesh, body-and-blood, for us to 

receive.  

This is the sacramental consciousness: that through physical 

realities like bread and wine, oil and water, incense and      

vestments, ritual and music, art and architecture, bodily     

creatures like us are joined to spiritual realities like God.     

Sacraments require physical or ‘moral’ presence.  

The big question  

In our pandemic-enforced retreat we’ve been confronted with 

the question: what is life for? Many people have been            

re-examining their priorities. Such ‘apocalyptic’ events can be 

just the wake-up call we need.  

Our health officials have naturally enough focussed on saving 

life. Our politicians have also been concerned to save the 

economy. But there’s more to life than keeping healthy and 

affluent – desirable as both are. Other things like family and 

friends, education and sport, arts and leisure, issues of justice 

or service and, of course, the worship of God – these things 

matter very much also.  

Our long fast from the Eucharist has sharpened our sense of 

these things. We appreciate better than before the personal 

connection the Mass occasions with our God and our fellows. 

Which is not to say that God’s grace can’t reach us outside His 

house! In today’s Gospel people encounter God in the       

wilderness around the River Jordan (Jn 1:6-8,19-28). They hear 

God’s prophet, John, as “a voice that cries in the wilderness: 

make straight the way of the Lord.”  

Yet even out there contact with God required contact with 

others. John gathered people together and baptised them in 

person – not via a letter or zoom! The experience of          

remoteness only serves to underline our need for community 

and communion. It whets our appetite for the satisfying Bread 

and priceless Wine.  

The answer to our biggest question, the meaning of life, is: 

Jesus Christ. He is the God-who-comes-close and the only 

thing to fill our inner void.  

Go Make Disciples!  

The COVID-19 pandemic and public health orders have hit 

the faiths hard. Churches were closed for a time, then reo-

pened with only a third to half our normal congregations. 

Many joined Mass by live-streaming and some donated on-

line. But others fell away and collections fell dramatically. Now 

it is time to return to normal. But it will be a new normal.  



Our purpose - Building one parish within three unique locations 

to reach out to  individuals,  families and the wider community 

by creating a place of welcome, respect and support. 

Advent Reflection: Week 3 

In our season of Advent – our time of preparation for Christmas 

– this Sunday is, if you like, a bit of a let-up from our preparation 

for the coming of Christ at Christmas. 

This sense of real joyfulness is picked up by St Paul in today’s 

Second Reading from the First Letter to the Thessalonians: Be 

happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things give thanks 

to God, because this is what God expects you to do in Christ 

Jesus. The First Letter to the Thessalonians is perhaps our earliest 

Christian writing. It was written well before the Gospels: and 

probably only about twenty years after the death of Jesus. And 

Paul’s insight in this earliest of Christian writings is a crucial one 

for us to remember. Our belief in Jesus Christ means that we 

should be a people of joy, a people of prayer, and a people who 

give thanks for all things. It is easy to give thanks to God for the 

good things. It is much more difficult to give thanks for those 

things which are not so good, those things which we might not 

exactly welcome with open arms. While we will no doubt be   

joyful that this year is coning to an end, how easily will we give 

thanks for 2020? I wonder? But the Christian is one who does 

give thanks for these things also, and tries to see both the good 

and the bad as being part, somehow, of God’s plan. Gaudete 

Sunday: Rejoice always! But even though this Gaudete Sunday is 

joyful relaxation of our preparation for Christmas, the message to 

prepare a way for the coming of the Lord is not dulled. During 

this season of Advent, one of the real constants is the figure of 

John the Baptist. We heard about him in last week’s Reading 

from the Gospel of Mark. And today we hear more about him – 

this time from the Gospel of John written at the very end of the 

First Century.  

In fact, John the Baptist – and his call to prepare for the 

Lord’s coming – is one of the few things which is      

included by the writers of all the Gospels. John the   

Baptist’s place in the tradition of our Church is a long 

and very much honoured one. In the Church, we        

celebrate his birth as well as his death. We do that for 

only two others: Jesus and Mary. In the Eastern Church, 

John is known as John the Forerunner. He is the one 

who comes before Jesus to prepare the way. 

In this season of Advent, the figure of John the Baptist is 

a bit like a road sign. He points the way. And he always 

points away from himself; always points towards the one 

coming after him. And on this point, John is very firm. 

The religious leaders of that 

time want to know who he is, for there were great     

expectations that the Messiah was coming. Indeed, many 

people thought that John was the Messiah. But again and 

again, John tells the people that he is 

not the Messiah. He is not the destination. He is the 

forerunner who simply points the way. As always in the 

Gospels, John the Baptist points the way towards the 

One who comes after him. He is not the light, only a 

witness to speak for the light. 

This, too, is our call. Like John the Baptist, our task as 

Christians is to always point towards the Light. Our task 

is to point towards the one who comes as little baby in 

Bethlehem, to point towards the one who will come in 

glory at the end of time. And to give witness to him. 

 

Reflection by Fr Anthony Doran 



Entrance Antiphon 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 

 

The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not said. 
 

First Reading Is 61:1-2.10-11  
The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for the Lord 
has anointed me. He has sent me to bring good news to 
the poor, to bind up hearts that are broken; to proclaim 
liberty to captives, freedom to those in prison; to proclaim 
a year of favour from the Lord. ‘I exult for joy in the 
Lord, my soul rejoices in my God, for he has clothed me 
in the garments of salvation, he has wrapped me in the 
cloak of integrity, like a bridegroom wearing his wreath, 
like a bride adorned in her jewels. ‘For as the earth makes 
fresh things grow, as a garden makes seeds spring up, so 
will the Lord make both integrity and praise spring up in 
the sight of the nations.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm Lk 1:46-50. 53-54. R. Is 61:10  

(R.) My soul rejoices in my God.  

1. My soul glorifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in 
God, my Saviour. He looks on his servant in her 
nothingness; henceforth all ages will call me blessed. 
(R.)  

2. The Almighty works marvels for me. Holy his 
name! His mercy is from age to age, on those who 
fear him. (R.)  

3. He fills the starving with good things, sends the rich 
away empty. He protects Israel, his servant, 
remembering his mercy. (R.)  

 

Second Reading 1 Thes 5:16-24  

Be happy at all times; pray constantly; and for all things 
give thanks to God, because this is what God expects you 
to do in Christ Jesus. Never try to suppress the Spirit or 
treat the gift of prophecy with contempt; think before you 
do anything – hold on to what is good and avoid every 
form of evil. May the God of peace make you perfect and 
holy; and may you all be kept safe and blameless, spirit, 
soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
God has called you and he will not fail you.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18)  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring 
Good News to the poor.  

Alleluia!  

 

 

 

Gospel Jn1:6-8.19-28  

A man came, sent by God. His name was John. He came 
as a witness, as a witness to speak for the light, so that 
everyone might believe through him. He was not the light, 
only a witness to speak for the light. This is how John 
appeared as a witness. When the Jews sent priests and 
Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ he not 
only declared, but he declared quite openly, ‘I am not the 
Christ.’ ‘Well then,’ they asked, ‘are you Elijah?’ ‘I am not,’ 
he said. ‘Are you the Prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ So 
they said to him, ‘Who are you? We must take back an 
answer to those who sent us. What have you to say about 
yourself?’ So John said, ‘I am, as Isaiah prophesied: a 
voice that cries in the wilderness: Make a straight way for 
the Lord.’ Now these men had been sent by the Pharisees, 
and they put this further question to him, ‘Why are you 
baptising if you are not the Christ, and not Elijah, and not 
the prophet?’ John replied, ‘I baptise with water; but there 
stands among you – unknown to you – the one who is 
coming after me; and I am not fit to undo his sandal-
strap.’ This happened at Bethany, on the far side of the 
Jordan, where John was baptising.  

 

Communion Antiphon 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

 

Prayer of Blessing Foundations of St Joseph ELC 

 

When Christ took flesh through the Blessed Virgin Mary, he 
made his home with us. Let us now pray that he will bless these 
foundations. May he always be here with us. Inspired by his 
teachings and example, let us call upon the name of the Lord to 
bless these foundations. 

 Lord God, 

 In your kindness hear the prayers of this faith 

community, bless  the foundations of this building 
which will be used for the education of infants and 
children and for community gatherings. As we bless the 
foundations of this new building may it remind us to 
continue to build upon the foundations of faith, hope 
and love. 

 May it be a place of care, learning, love, and rest for 
infants and young people and a place of welcome and 
hospitality for the Catholic Community of City South.  

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 


