
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Revised during Holiday Season - see back page. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday Vigil 5pm  

& 9.30am Sunday 

After that on demand  

 

Saturday Vigil 

    5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday  

   7.30am   Rosebery 

   9.30am   Rosebery  

   11.00am  Redfern  

 
Weekday Mass This Week 

 

Monday 21 December - 7.00am  Communion 
Service & Liturgy of the Word Rosebery  

 
Tuesday 22 December - 5.00pm Waterloo 

followed by Adoration & Confession  
 

Wednesday 23 December  -  No Mass  

 

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day -  

See inside 
 

 

Baptism by appointment 

 
Keep up to date with parish news at  

Facebook & Instagram 
@catholiccommunityofcitysouth 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT| 19TH /20TH DECEMBER 2020 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Advent Wreath Response  
 
 

V. Lord Jesus, you established the house of David 
to be secure forever and from which the Saviour 

would be born (First Reading). Jesus is the 
Cornerstone and we are a Christ-centered Church. 

R. Let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

V. Lord Jesus, you alone are wisdom and as St Paul 
declares, you will give us the strength to live the 

Gospel (Second Reading). By living a prayerful life 
Centered on the Eucharist may we open ourselves 

to your wisdom and the Spirit working in the 
community. 

R. Forever I will sing the goodness of the Lord 
 

V. Lord Jesus, you sent John the Baptist 
to be a witness for the light (Gospel). 

Like John the Baptist may we be 
witnesses to the power of Jesus open to 

Conversion and Renewal. 
R. Come, Lord Jesus with your protection and mercy. 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

 

Recently Deceased: Stan Neale; Ted Field; Sr Eleanor Dawson RSJ; Sr Helen Cooke RSJ. 
 

Anniversary: Fr Terence Purcell (19 Dec); Moya Banfield (20 Dec). 
 

Deceased: Giovanni Catanea; Romeo Javelosa; Lino Coppola; Di Cristo & Aprea Families; Mio Family; 
Verardo Family; Joseph Mizzi; Charlie & Carmen Vassallo; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; 
Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Hazel Holly; 
Arthur and Rose Dennett; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley 
Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Therese & Alfred Scerri; Margaret & Joseph 
Fenech; Isabel Fenech; Joseph & Rose Lia; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss. All Souls, 
especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 

Those who are sick: Linda Kemp; Vicenzio Lovatti; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; Sue 
Ann Chua Cezar;  John Gavan;  Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine 
Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker;  Fr 
Emmanuel Seo; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano;  Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; 
Rosemary Cooley; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Gloria Silva, Stephen Middleton (20 Dec); Kath Atkins (23 Dec); Manuel Lascano (24 Dec); 
Wil Jackson, Jesus (25 Dec).  
 

We cannot leave Mass Offering envelopes in the Church, therefore either place your intention in the 
collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the Parish 
Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 
 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be set up 

to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office for more 
details. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - please contact Parish Office for 
more details.  

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

Procedure for attending Mass from 7 Dec: 
1. A new COVID Safe plan has been completed 

and submitted to the NSW Government. 

2. The new guidelines allow for 1 person per 2 
sq/metres, funerals and weddings are now 
also governed by this rule.  

3. You must register by phone, or email or by QR code when 
entering the church. 

4. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, get your 
name marked off and sit in pews with a green ‘sit here’ 
sign. Physical distancing is still required   unless you live 
in the same house.  

5. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to wipe 
down the pew you were sitting in with the special  hospital 
grade wipes provided.  

6. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms DO 
NOT ATTEND MASS. 

7. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the Parish 
Matters with you. 

8. Holy water removed from stoups. 

9. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne for the 
king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) remains   
normative in Australia in the ordinary form of the Latin 
Rite and is  recommended during this COVID emergency; 
great care should be taken when exercising the option of 
Communion on the tongue; while clergy should receive 
Holy Communion under both kinds from the sacrifice 
confected at that Mass, the faithful shall only receive the 
Body of Christ. 

10. Please wear a mask during Mass in line with health advice 
from NSW  Government.  

11. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not move 
around the church. Maintain physical distance at all times.  

12. Mt Carmel Church will be open for person prayer (via 
code). You must sign in via QR code or paper.  



The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney has launched a new website, 
Facebook and Instagram pages today, aimed at promoting the    
pathway to sainthood for the Co-Founder of Our Lady's Nurses for 
the Poor, Servant of God, Eileen O'Connor. Eileen's great courage in 
serving the sick poor, despite enduring great personal illness herself 
is a truly remarkable example to us all. 

Visit the new website at this address: www.eileenoconnor.com.au and 
follow the new Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/
SoGEileenOConnor and Instagram page at this address: 
w w w . i n s t a g r a m . c o m / t h e e i l e e n o c o n n o r /                                       
The new website features prayers through the intercession of Eileen 
O'Connor, details on upcoming events to honour her memory,     
videos and photo galleries.  

Website to Promote the cause for sainthood of               
Eileen O’Connor CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

If you are able to, please consider making a 

donation to support the priests of the Archdiocese 

including sick priests, migrant chaplains and those 

undertaking further studies. We cannot leave 

envelopes out, but please collect an envelope when 

you check in to Mass and return during collections. 

Tap N Go at Christmas Masses will be offered 

to support the Priests of the Archdiocese. 

Christmas Mass Times 2020 

Mass registrations to attend all Christmas Masses are essential due to number restrictions.                          

Please call the Parish Office. 

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession)  with Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

 

 

         Vigil, Thursday 24 December 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Day, Friday 25 December 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday 30 December Mass - 9.00am St Vincent, Redfern. 

Thursday 31 December Mass - 7.00pm Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo  

Friday 1 January 2021 Mass - 9.00am St Joseph, Rosebery  

No weekday Mass from 4 January to 25 January 2021 

Australia Day, Tuesday 26 Jan, Mass 9.00am Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

4.00pm, 6.00pm 5.30pm, 8.00pm 6.30pm 

Rosebery Waterloo Redfern 

9.00am 8.00am 10.30am 

Waterloo 

Tuesday 22 December 

Mass 5.00pm 

Confession: 5.30pm-7.00pm 

http://www.eileenoconnor.com.au
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
https://www.facebook.com/SoGEileenOConnor
http://www.instagram.com/theeileenoconnor/


From the Parish Priest The Community in Pictures  

Dear friends,  
 
 Thank you to those who donated to the Vinnies Christmas 
appeal. From the non perishable goods donated, the parish was 
able to pack them in our purple shopping bags and distribute them 
to those who needed them. If anyone needs a hamper please let me 
know.  
 I encourage everyone to take home a copy of the Mission 
Plan for the Archdiocese. Maybe it can form part of your summer 
reading.  
 On Wednesday, the monthly morning tea was held in the 
parish centre at Rosebery. The monthly morning tea is back in 
February 2021 and if you would like at attend consider yourself 
INVITED and register with Maria at the parish office.  
  

 
 
 
Happy birthday to Kath from 
Rosebery who celebrates a 
significant birthday this week. 
Kath is a valued life long 
member of our community 
and is a great source of 
encouragement and support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was also a great delight to bless the foundations for the Early 
Learning Centre at Rosebery last weekend. I am so grateful for the 
work of BUILD369 and Franceyn from Sydney Catholic Early 
Learning for such a great team to work with. May the Lord bless 
our work always.                                 God bless,  



Among the ways 

Christians profess 

the miracle of the 

virgin birth, none 

is more evident 

than the Christmas 

crèche. Every 

Advent, beginning 

most often on the 

solemnity of the 

Immaculate Conception, Nativity displays — the crèche — 

begin to appear around the world. At the Vatican, in churches, 

in town squares, at shopping malls, in homes, millions of 

these displays honor the birth of Christ. The popularity is 

widespread, with some museums and churches displaying 

Nativity scenes year-round. 

The manufacturing and selling of the crèche and Nativity-

related figurines are a major business; you can purchase every 

possible kind of Nativity set, including many figures not 

limited to Jesus, Mary and Joseph — even sports stars, 

politicians, entertainers and others. The figures represent 

people from all walks of life and pastimes, often with a focus 

on local culture. This is all very different from what St. 

Francis of Assisi began 800 years ago. Around the year 1220, 

St. Francis went to Bethlehem where he visited the Church of 

the Nativity and came away deeply impressed with the 

humility, poverty and lowliness emanating from the site. 

Francis visualized the Gospel According to Luke, the scenes 

and surroundings at the birth of Christ: God chose to enter 

the world through a young Jewish girl and to be born in a cave 

used as a stable because there was no other place for him. His 

crib was a feeding trough, a manger designed for animals. 

When Francis returned from Bethlehem to his home in Italy, 

he wanted to share his vision of the Nativity with others, of 

how the Saviour of the world, the Messiah, was incarnated in 

abject poverty. 

Further, Francis prayed to turn people away from the secular 

gift-giving, away from the materialism that had become so 

associated with Christmas and restore the focus on Christ. 

 

 

 

He asked a friend to set up a living Nativity scene in a cave 

near Greccio, where Francis wished to celebrate Christmas 

Eve Mass. Placed in the cave was a stone block covered with 

straw representing the crib and a live ox and an ass. Certainly, 

no ox or ass is mentioned in the Scriptures describing the 

Nativity, but Our Lord’s birth did take place in a stable, so it is 

likely animals were present. 

The reference to an ox and an ass, humble work animals, is 

found in the Book of Isaiah 1:3, where the prophet writes:  

“An ox knows its owner, / and an ass, its master’s manger; / 

But Israel does not know, / my people has not understood.” 

This prophecy is believed to apply to the birth of Christ when 

neither Jew nor gentile was present to worship him. Pope St. 

Gregory the Great (r. 590-604) interpreted Isaiah’s words to 

mean that the ox represents “the people of Israel, brought 

into subjection to the yoke of the Law,” and the ass represents 

“the people of the gentiles, given up to pleasure, and more 

overwhelmingly brutish” (“Moralia in Job,” Book 35, No. 39). 

Francis would have most likely known this interpretation and 

thus included those two animals. 

Since the outdoor Mass proposed by Francis would be 

considered a dramatization involving the clergy, permission 

had to be obtained from the pope. Such permission was 

received from Pope Honorius III (r. 1216-27) and the cave 

was arranged as requested. At midnight on Christmas Eve, 

local people were invited to the site and there, by torchlight, 

holy Mass was celebrated. 

This event is well described by St. Bonaventure in his book 

“The Life of St. Francis” (R. Washbourne, London, 1868): 

“Lest he should be accused of lightness or novelty, he asked 

and obtained the permission of the sovereign Pontiff. Then he 

prepared a manger and brought hay, and an ox and an ass to 

the place appointed. [After the people assembled,] “The man 

of God stood before the manger, full of devotion and piety, 

bathed in tears and radiant with joy; many Masses were said 

before it, and the holy Gospel was chanted by Francis, the 

Levite of Christ. … [A witness] affirmed that he beheld an 

infant marvellously beautiful sleeping in that manger, whom 

the blessed Father Francis embraced with both his arms, as if 

he would awake him from sleep.” 

Source: The Evolution of the Christmas Crèche (thepriest.com)  

The Nativity 
St. Francis (1186-1226) 

https://www.thepriest.com/2020/11/15/the-evolution-of-the-christmas-creche/


Go Make Disciples sets out five foundations for spiritual renewal that help us build communities of fruitful and      

missionary discipleship. These foundations present opportunities for every community to build a culture of holiness 

and mission. 

In the New Testament, we see that these five foundations are central to Jesus’ life and mission to proclaim the Good 

News, and our faithful continuation of that mission today can be built upon the rock of His life and mission. During 

the ‘Parish 2020’ consultations, various expressions of these foundations were cited as central mission priorities. As 

well, from best practice and research we know that while every parish and community is distinct in its history, gifts and 

resources, these five foundations are essential for building healthy and disciple-making parishes. 

Each of these five foundations offers an opportunity to build vital communities of missionary discipleship in our  

Archdiocese, a vitality which will strengthen the faith and engagement of young people as well as adults, parishes and 

movements, and all those we seek to reach with the Gospel..  

Go Make Disciples 

Consider the following:  

• Reflect upon the foundation 

in the life and mission of   

Jesus. 

• Review how that foundation 

is currently expressed in the 

actions and priorities of your 

community. 

• Discern and decide how God 

might be cal l ing your       

community to strengthen that 

foundation. 

• Act to implement strategies 

with the support  and         

resources outlined in this  

Mission Plan. 



Our purpose - Building one parish within three unique locations 

to reach out to  individuals,  families and the wider community 

by creating a place of welcome, respect and support. 

Advent Reflection: Week 4 

In today’s First Reading, we find King David finally at 

peace. After years of struggle and war, David has finally 

reached a point where the Lord has given him rest from 

his enemies. And when this happened, David started to 

notice the things around him. One of the things he    

noticed was that while he was living in a wooden house, 

the ark of God was still living in a tent. The ark was the 

golden box in which were kept the tablets of the Law 

which had been given to Moses on Mount Sinai. During 

their forty years of wandering in the desert, the Israelites 

had carried the ark with them. But the ark was more 

than just a box. The Israelites believed that – wherever 

the ark was – the Lord was present in a special way. And 

the glory of the Lord would fill this earthly dwelling 

place of the Lord – symbolised by the cloud that would 

come down and cover the tent with its shadow. 

And so, with Israel at peace, David decided it was high 

time for the ark to be given a more permanent home. To 

this end, David seeks the advice of Nathan, the prophet. 

And Nathan assures King David that the Lord is with 

him, and that he should build a temple for the Ark of 

the Covenant. But the Lord had other  ideas. Speaking 

to Nathan in dream, the Lord declared that David is not 

the one to build the Lord a house. And furthermore, the 

Lord promises that David’s royal house will be          

established forever. Long after David is gone – and   

perhaps forgotten – people will remember this promised 

son of David. This theme is taken up in the               

Responsorial Psalm: I have sworn to David my servant, 

I will establish your dynasty forever. 

From what we know of biblical history after King      

David, this promise was not fulfilled in David’s          

immediate offspring. While David’s son, Solomon did 

build a Temple for the ark, he was not the great warrior 

his father was, and so lost most of the territory David 

had gained for Israel. And after Solomon, the kingdom 

was divided, eventually petering out when the Kingdom 

of Judah was carted off to Babylon into Exile. 

So, when and how is this prophecy fulfilled? 

It is fulfilled in the most unlikely of ways. And we read 

about the fulfilment of this prophecy in today’s Gospel 

Reading. The fulfilment does not come in the person of 

another great warrior king like David. And it does not 

come straight away. No. It comes much later when 

God sends his angel Gabriel to Nazareth. To Mary, a 

young virgin. Gabriel announces to Mary that she will 

conceive and bear a son. This son will inherit the 

throne of his father David, and will be called Son of the 

Most High. Then Mary asks a most logical question, 

‘But how can this come about, since I am a              

virgin?’ (Luke 13:4). Just as the glory of the Lord filled 

the earthly dwelling place of the Lord in the Ark of the 

Covenant, so too, Mary is told, will the power of the 

Most High cover you with its shadow. And this son, 

Jesus, will be holy and will be the Son of God. Mary, in 

fact, becomes the Ark of the New Covenant – a new 

dwelling place for the presence of the Lord. I think we 

can be certain that Mary was unsure about what all of 

this might mean. But Mary said YES! 

In the Church, we have always honoured Mary for    

her simple and uncomplicated acceptance of God’s 

plan for her. Mary makes no conditions when she says 

YES to God. She is the exemplar of discipleship: one 

who listens to the Word of God, and makes a place for 

that Word in her heart. But if we read on in Luke’s 

Gospel, we learn something else. We learn that Mary 

goes to visit her aging cousin Elizabeth, who herself is 

expecting a child. Mary does not sit back content in the 

knowledge that she was to be mother of the Son of 

God. Mary is the one whose faith in God issues forth 

in action and service. 

In these last days of Advent, perhaps the focus of our 

prayer could be Mary, whose YES is total, whose YES 

is full of faith in the Lord and his promises for his   

people, and whose YES in faith gives rise to real and 

practical service and help for those around her. Mary, 

Ark of the Covenant, Model of Discipleship, pray for 

us as we prepare for the coming of your Son, Jesus 

Christ. 

Reflection by Fr Anthony Doran 



Entrance Antiphon 
Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 
The Gloria in excelsis (Glory to God in the highest) is not said. 

 

First Reading 2 Sm 7:1-5. 8-12. 14. 16  
Once David had settled into his house and the Lord had 
given him rest from all the enemies surrounding him, the 
king said to the prophet Nathan, ‘Look, I am living in a 
house of cedar while the ark of God dwells in a tent’. 
Nathan said to the king, ‘Go and do all that is in your 
mind, for the Lord is with you.’ But that very night the 
word of the Lord came to Nathan: ‘Go and tell my 
servant David, “Thus the Lord speaks: Are you the man 
to build me a house to dwell in? I took you from the 
pasture, from following the sheep, to be leader of my 
people Israel; I have been with you on all your 
expeditions; I have cut off all your enemies before you. I 
will give you fame as great as the fame of the greatest on 
earth. I will provide a place for my people Israel; I will 
plant them there and they shall dwell in that place and 
never be disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue to 
oppress them as they did, in the days when I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; I will give them rest from all 
their enemies. The Lord will make you great; the Lord will 
make you a House. And when your days are ended and 
you are laid to rest with your ancestors, I will preserve the 
offspring of your body after you and make his sovereignty 
secure. I will be a father to him and he a son to me. Your 
House and your sovereignty will always stand secure 
before me and your throne be established for ever.”’  
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 88:2-5. 27. 29. R. see v.2  
(R.) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.  
1. I will sing for ever of your love, O Lord; through all 

ages my mouth will proclaim your truth. Of this I 
am sure, that your love lasts for ever, that your truth 
is firmly established as the heavens. (R.)  

2. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen one; I 
have sworn to David my servant: I will establish 
your dynasty for ever and set up your throne 
through all ages.’ (R.)  

3. He will say to me: ‘You are my father, my God, the 
rock who saves me.’ I will keep my love for him 
always; or him my covenant shall endure. (R.)  

 

Second Reading Rom 16:25-27  
Glory to him who is able to give you the strength to live 
according to the Good News I preach, and in which I 
proclaim Jesus Christ, the revelation of a mystery kept 
secret for endless ages, but now so clear that it must be 
broadcast to pagans everywhere to bring them to the 
obedience of faith. This is only what scripture has 

predicted, and it is all part of the way the eternal God 
wants things to be. He alone is wisdom; give glory 
therefore to him through Jesus Christ for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 
Gospel Acclamation Lk 1:38  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be 
done.  
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel Lk 1:26-38  
The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 
called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named 
Joseph, of the House of David; and the virgin’s name was 
Mary. He went in and said to her, ‘Rejoice, so highly 
favoured! The Lord is with you.’ She was deeply disturbed 
by these words and asked herself what this greeting could 
mean, but the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; 
you have won God’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive 
and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called Son of the Most High. The Lord 
God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he 
will rule over the House of Jacob for ever and his reign 
will have no end.’ Mary said to the angel, ‘But how can 
this come about, since I am a virgin?’ ‘The Holy Spirit will 
come upon you’ the angel answered ‘and the power of the 
Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the 
child will be holy and will be called Son of God. Know 
this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in her old age, 
herself conceived a son, and she whom people called 
barren is now in her sixth month, for nothing is 
impossible to God.’ ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord,’ said 
Mary ‘let what you have said be done to me.’ And the 
angel left her.  
 

Communion Antiphon 
Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 
and his name will be called Emmanuel. 

 
Office Hours December - January 2021 

 
Mon 21 Dec to  Thu 24 Dec, 10am - 2pm 

Closed Fri 25 Dec 
Tue 29 Dec 10am - 2pm 
Thu 31 Dec 10am - 2pm 

Closed Fri 1 Jan 
 

January 2021 
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays only  

10am - 2pm 
 

Usual Hours resume Tue 2 Feb 2021 
Thank you for all your support and prayers during the year. 

Wishing you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas….Maria 

Liturgy of the Word 


