
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

1ST SUNDAY OF LENT | 20TH / 21ST FEBRUARY 2021 

Saturday  Sunday   5.00pm 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass This Week 
 

Monday 22 February 7.00am Communion Service 
Rosebery 

 
Tuesday 23 February 5.00pm Waterloo                     

 
Wednesday 24 February 7.30am Rosebery 

 
Friday 26 February 8.00am Redfern 

 
Stations of the Cross 7.00pm Redfern 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday 7.30am Rosebery, 9.30am Rosebery, 
 11.00am  Redfern  

Chaos and Grace 

In her biography, The Long Loneliness, Dorothy Day shares how, shortly after her 

conversion to Catholicism, she went through a painful, desert time. She had just 

given birth to her daughter and her decision to have the child baptised, coupled 

with her profession of faith, meant the end of her relationship with a man she   

deeply loved. She suddenly found herself alone. All her old supports had been cut 

off and she was left with no money, no job, few friends, no practical dream, and no 

companionship from the person she loved the most deeply in this world. For a 

while she just stumbled on, trusting that things would soon get better. They didn’t. 

She remained in this desert. 

The desert is both the place of chaos and the place of God’s closeness. 

One day, not knowing what else to do, she took a train from New York to      

Washington to spend a day praying at the National Shrine of Our Lady. Her  prayer 

there was wrenching, naked. She describes how she laid bare her helplessness,   

spilling out her confusion, her doubts, her fears, and her temptations to bitterness 

and despair. In essence, she said to God: “I have given up everything that ever   

supported me, in trust, to you. I have nothing left to hold on to. You need to do 

something for me, soon. I can’t keep this up much longer!” She was, biblically 

speaking, in the desert - alone, without support, helpless before a chaos that    

threatened to overwhelm her - and, as was the case with Jesus, both in the desert 

and in Gethsemane, God “sent angels to minister to her.” 

God steadied her in the chaos. She caught a train back to New York and, that very 

night, as she walked up to her apartment she saw a man sitting there. His name was 

Peter Maurin and the rest is history. Together they started the Catholic Worker. We 

should not be surprised that her prayer had such a tangible result. The desert,   

scripture assures us, is the place where God is specially near.                                   

© Fr Ron Rolheiser  

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 

Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Carlos Boeira; Vincenzo Lovatti; Silvia Mullins; Len Mitchell. 
 
Anniversary: Fr Frank Tosi; Jane Farrugia (24 Feb); Alicia Khoe (25 Feb); Emma Casolin, Mari Aguilar (26 Feb). 
 
Deceased: Rosemary Cooley; Fr Terence Purcell;  Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; 
Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss;     
Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett;          
John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; 
All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Christina O’Connor; Joan Zammitt; Assis Quintal; Carlos Chua; Mary Borg; Anna Siciliano; 
Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea;       
Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland;                        
Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 
 
Birthdays: Albert Kurniawan (2 Feb); Benedict Stewart Setio (8 Feb); Yudith Jusni (14 Feb); Albertina Freitas,             
Noah De La Pena (20 Feb); John Lupton (23 Feb); Catherine Downs (24 Feb). 
 
Wedding Anniversary: Zach & Usha Marrett (26 Feb). 
 

Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

Morning Tea @ Rosebery Parish Office                              
will not be held during Lent. The next one will be 

Wednesday 14 April 10.30am.  
 

Baptism 

We congratulate Evelyn Claire being 

baptised at  Rosebery this weekend. 

God bless you and your family. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be set 
up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office for 
more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - It is almost time to 
order the next financial year envelopes. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you wish to join the 
system. To reduce printing costs, those that do 
not use their envelopes will be removed.  

Parish Dinner 
 

I am hoping that in October we will be able to   

gather for our first combined parish dinner at     

Doltone House in the City, which was postponed 

from last year. Date proposed is 15 October.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is 

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for 

monthly open days throughout 

2021 to allow Sydneysiders to pray 

at the tomb of Servant of God, 

Eileen O’Connor and learn more about this ‘saint 

in waiting’.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions,    

numbers will be limited to 12 visitors at any one 

time. The next open day is Sunday 7 March.      

Register online at the new Eileen O’Connor web-

site: eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days 

Caritas Australia 
 

Project Compassion envelopes are available for       

collection and return each week, or boxes to be returned 

at the Easter Saturday Vigil.  

Supporting the Parish 

 

Meditation Group 
 

The group meets at St Vincent de Paul Church Redfern 

each Friday commencing 5pm. Afterwards there is     

reflection on the Gospel. 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


Lent 2021 

Lenten Resources 

This year I am making two Lenten resources available:  

 Lenten Program for Sydney- Receive the Grace to Go 

Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion (free) 

 Lenten Program: Comfort (from the Diocese of     

Wollongong). There is a Lenten Group meeting in the 

Parish Office at Rosebery on Wednesday’s 10.30am. 

The Archdiocese has also prepared  a booklet  - Go Make 

Disciples - A Lenten Companion. Pick up your free copy this 

weekend. 

 

What’s the Use of Praying? 

 

Prayer is not a flight from reality, nor a side     

stepping for ‘our’ daily bread. I must myself give 

this bread to those who have none… If I pray for 

peace, I must commit myself to working for peace. 

Prayer is not ‘pie in the sky’: we can only pray if 

we take full responsibility for what we say, and it is 

only then that we can really experience for       

ourselves God’s power and his initiative as we 

pray.  

Cardinal Roger Etchegaray 

 

Short Prayers 

 

Lord, be not far from me (Ps 35:22) 

Lord, show me your face (Ex 33:18) 

Lord, you know I love you (Jn 21:15) 

Lord, come to my aid ( Mt 15:25) 

Lord, increase my faith (Lk 17:5) 

 

 



The Ministry of Reader (Lector) is an important liturgical 

ministry in our Community. Those who accept this     

ministry at Mass are called to not merely ‘read’ at Mass 

but to prepare well so to proclaim the Word of God.  

In preparation for Easter and to gather as a group     

Readers are invited to a reflection night: 

Thursday 18 March 2021 

7.00pm - 8.30pm 

St Joseph Church Rosebery 

 

The night will be lead by Helen Wagner (Emmanuel 

Community & Sydney Centre for Evangelisation) & Dr 

Kevin Wagner (Emmanuel Community & Lecturer in 

Theology at Notre Dame)  

RSVP: secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

A Gospel reflection group meets each Friday at 6.00pm at 
St Vincent’s Church Redfern. All are welcome.  

Communications Survey for Parishes 
Ministry of Reader (Lector) Reflection Night           

 

Community Noticeboard 

Following the launch of the new Mission Plan,        
Go Make Disciples in December 2020,  the Sydney 
Centre for Evangelisation (SCE) is planning a series of 
workshops to support parishes across the Archdiocese 
of Sydney in the great work you’re already doing in 
communications as outposts of the Great             
Commission, making disciples who bear fruit for God 
(Romans 7:4). 

To help us better support your parish                    
communications, we would appreciate your time in 
completing an online survey at this address: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/9SGHFWJ 

 

Social Justice Resources  

 

A number of  resources are available to order from the Columban Missionaries including: 

 Ten things everyone needs to know about Islam 

 Ten More things Everyone needs to know about Islam 

 Pope Francis’ Inspiring Vision 1 & 2  

To order these please contact the parish office or Frank Vavasour 0488 465 397. There is also an order sheet at 

each Church to complete. 

mailto:secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9SGHFWJ
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9SGHFWJ


Project Compassion 

Prayer 

 

 

God of  all peoples and nations, 

As you accompany us on our  

Lenten journey, 

May our fasting strengthen our  

commitment to live in solidarity, 

our almsgiving be an act of  justice, and 

our prayers anchor us in love and  

compassion. 

Through living simply and loving  

generously,  

May we care for our global family  

and our common home, as we 

“Aspire not to have more, but to be more”.* 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

*Saint Oscar Romero  



Victory 

The story of Noah is the story of a society gone 

wrong. The flood was a collective event, a response to 

the collective evil of the time. Collective also was the 

covenant made by God with the survivors of the 

flood, and collective was the redemption by Christ, a 

just man for the sake of the unjust. 

The challenge to reform our lives and change our 

lives expresses a call to change ourselves individually 

and to change ourselves as a society. The good news 

spoken of in the Gospel is the announcement of the 

kingdom, a world where God rules. 

Jesus’s victory over Satan represents a victory over 

the powers of evil, those forces that cause us to sin. 

The evil we struggle against in Lent is personal as well 

as social. 

Profound and rapid changes make it particularly 

urgent that no one, ignoring the trend of events or 

drugged by laziness, content himself with a merely 

individualistic morality. 

It grows increasingly true that the obligations of  

justice and love are fulfilled only if each person,   

contributing to the common good, according to his 

own abilities and the needs of others, also promotes 

and assists the public and private institutions     

dedicated to bettering the conditions of human life. 

Vatican II, Constitution on the Church 

in the Modern World, 1965:30 

Gerald Darring 

Justice Perspective on Sunday Readings Gospel Indepth 

You ask: “What has happened to Lent?”. Going to some small extent without food does not, you think, 

mean much, at a time when so many of our brothers and sisters are victims of war of disasters and are      

undergoing such suffering, both physically and morally. 

Fasting concerns personal asceticism, which is always necessary; but the Church asks the baptised to 

mark this liturgical season in yet another way. 

For us, in fact, Lent must mean something: it must show the world that the whole People of God, because 

it is made up of sinners, is preparing in Penance to re-live liturgically Christ’s Passion, Death and                    

Resurrection. This public collective witness derives from the spirit of Penance of each individual, and it 

also leads us to deepen this inward attitude and to strengthen our motivation for it. 

St John Paul II  

The Marcan form of the temptation narrative is extremely 

brief. Both Matthew (whose version we are more familiar 

with from the traditional pericopes) and Luke expand the 

story from their common source (the Q material). Mark lacks 

the threefold temptation and the statement that Jesus fasted. 

It is even possible that he intends to suggest that the angels 

fed Jesus during the forty days (note that the Greek word for 

“waited on” is in the imperfect tense, suggesting an action 

over a prolonged period). 

This in turn hints at a Moses/Elijah typology (the manna in 

the wilderness is called “the bread of the angels” in Ps 78:25, 

and Elijah is sustained by ravens during his forty-day fast). 

The mention of the wild beasts suggests a further piece of   

typology. In Ps 91:11-13 we are told that the righteous person 

will be protected by the angels and will be immune from the 

attacks of wild beasts. Even more striking is a passage from 

The Testament of Naphtali (from the intertestamental      

collection known as The Testaments of the Twelve           

Patriarchs). Here the patriarch Naphtali says to his sons: 

The devil shall flee from you 

And the wild beasts shall flee from you. 

And the angels shall cleave to you. 

Here we get the same three features as in the temptation      

story - the devil, wild beasts, and angels. Perhaps there is even 

the thought here that Christ is the second Adam, who      

restores the harmony of nature previously destroyed by    

Adam’s fall. Satan put in his usual claim to a son of Adam, 

but this time he met his match. 

Thus, for all its brevity, the Marcan form of the temptation  

narrative is particularly rich in meaning. Mark is not          

interested in the psychological experience of Jesus but in   

proclaiming him as the new Israel, the new Moses, the new 

Elijah, the righteous man of God, and the new Adam, 

through whom the powers of evil are defeated and the peace 

of paradise restored. 

Reginald H. Fuller 



Liturgical Focus: “Hell” in the Creed 

In the Apostles’ Creed we say that Jesus descended into hell. After he died and was buried, and before he rose again 

from the dead, he entered hell. How is this possible? We generally understand “hell” to mean the place of the 

damned, the lake of fire described in Revelation 20:14-15. How could Jesus go there? 

The word has another meaning. It also refers to the Old Testament realm of the dead where both the condemned 

and the saved awaited judgment. In Jesus’s parable of the beggar Lazarus and the rich man, both characters die and 

end up in a place called “Hades,” or “the netherworld” - a place the creed calls “hell.” One rests in the bosom of 

Abraham, but the other suffers torment (Lk 16:22–23). Christians believe that the souls of both good and evil people 

who died before Jesus rose from the dead dwelled in this place. The reason Jesus descended there was to rescue the 

good. The Apostles’ Creed calls this place “hell.” 

Ephesians 4:9–10 says that Jesus descended to the lower parts of the earth. It is this passage that the creed quotes. 

When the creed says that Jesus “rose again from the dead,” it means literally “from among those who were dead.” 

We believe not just that Jesus died and rose but that he visited the dead at the time. 

Some icons depict Jesus trampling down the gate of this hell, grasping the arm of the first person in a line of those 

formerly held captive and bringing them out to freedom. Traditionally, that first person is Adam, and he is followed 

by all the righteous people of the Old Testament who could not enjoy the resurrection until Jesus himself rose from 

the dead. 

Fr Paul Turner 

 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc. 160 E. Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

From Fr Paul  

Dear friends,  

On Ash Wednesday I quoted Pope Francis who reminded us about the symbol of ash or dust. “The dust 

sprinkled on our heads brings us back to earth; it reminds us that we are dust and to dust we shall return. We 

are weak, frail and mortal. Centuries and millennia pass and we come and go; before the immensity of      

galaxies and space, we are nothing. We are dust in the universe. Yet we are dust loved by God”. May this 

season of Lent truly enable us to grow and become more aware that we are ’dust loved by God’. May we 

make a conscious effort to enter into the spirituality of Lent through prayer, fasting and giving to those who 

are in need. May these spiritual practices speak to us and help prepare to celebrate once again the             

Resurrection of Jesus at Easter.  

God Bless,  

 



Entrance Antiphon 
When he calls on me, I will answer him; 

I will deliver him and give him glory, 

I will grant him length of days.  

 

First Reading Gn 9:8-15  
God spoke to Noah and his sons, ‘See, I establish my 
Covenant with you, and with your descendants after you; 
also with every living creature to be found with you, birds, 
cattle and every wild beast with you: everything that came 
out of the ark, everything that lives on the earth. I 
establish my Covenant with you: no thing of flesh shall be 
swept away again by the waters of the flood. There shall 
be no flood to destroy the earth again.’ God said, ‘Here is 
the sign of the Covenant I make between myself and you 
and every living creature with you for all generations: I set 
my bow in the clouds and it shall be a sign of the 
Covenant between me and the earth. When I gather the 
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I 
will recall the Covenant between myself and you and 
every living creature of every kind. And so the waters shall 
never again become a flood to destroy all things of flesh.’  
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 24:4-9. R. see v.10  
(R.) Your ways, O Lord, are love and truth to those 
who keep your covenant.  
1. Lord, make me know your ways. Lord, teach me 

your paths. Make me walk in your truth, and teach 
me: for you are God my saviour. (R.)  

2. Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have 
shown from of old. In your love remember me, 
because of your goodness, O Lord. (R.)  

3. The Lord is good and upright. He shows the path 
to those who stray, he guides the humble in the 
right path; he teaches his way to the poor. (R.)  

 

Second Reading 1 Pt 3:18-22  
Christ himself, innocent though he was, died once for 
sins, died for the guilty, to lead us to God. In the body he 
was put to death, in the spirit he was raised to life, and, in 
the spirit, he went to preach to the spirits in prison. Now 
it was long ago, when Noah was still building that ark 
which saved only a small group of eight people ‘by water’, 
and when God was still waiting patiently, that these spirits 
refused to believe. That water is a type of the baptism 
which saves you now, and which is not the washing off of 
physical dirt but a pledge made to God from a good 
conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who 
has entered heaven and is at God’s right hand, now that 
he has made the angels and Dominations and Powers his 
subjects. Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:4 Praise to you, Lord 
Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! No one lives on bread 
alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless 
glory!  

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:4  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
No one lives on bread alone, 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 

Gospel Mk 1:12-15  
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the wilderness and he 
remained there for forty days, and was tempted by Satan. 
He was with the wild beasts, and the angels looked after 
him. After John had been arrested, Jesus went into 
Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good News from God. 
‘The time has come’ he said ‘and the kingdom of God is 
close at hand. Repent, and believe the Good News.’  
 

Communion Antiphon 
One does not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of 
God.   

 

St Mary’s Cathedral Catholic College Open Day  

 

Friday 12 March 2021, Tours 9am - 12noon 

Enrolments close 24 March 2021  

for Years 3 - 6 2022, Year 7 2023, Years 8 to 12 2022 

2 St Mary’s Rd, Sydney, Phone 9235 0500 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Course           
Of Life and Love  

 

1.    Saturday 27 February commencing at 10 am 
and then Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March 
2021 

2.    Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and 
then Thursday evenings 19, 26 August & 02 
September 2021 

To Book Online - https://www.trybooking.com/
BMTLF 

For further information, please contact - The Life,  
Marriage and Family team on (02) 9307 8480 or     
e-mail steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org. 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryListGosAc%7Cmtw#mtw004
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
mailto:steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org

