
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday  Sunday   
5.00pm 9.30am 

 

Weekday Mass This Week 
Monday 8 February 7.00am Communion Service 

Rosebery 
 

Tuesday 9 February 5.00pm Waterloo                     
 

Wednesday 10 February 7.30am Rosebery 
St Scholastica 

 
Thursday 11 February Our Lady of Lourdes 

 
Friday 12 February 8.00am Redfern 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Dear friends,  
 
As we prepare to start February and are getting used to writing 2021 as we 
date things, we’re settling into a new year with its hopes and dreams.  
 
Some of those hopes and dreams is that we can continue to work at the unity 
of our three communities. The COVID restrictions continue to make it     
difficult for us to gather as we would like but hopefully as the restrictions ease 
we will be able to explore further ways we can gather in small and big groups 
through hospitality and evangelisation.  
 
When I arrived in 2017 there were no parish councils as such in any of the 
three locations except for Rosebery who had what was called an ‘advisory 
committee’. I continued this group and undertook to develop it further in 
2018 with parishioners from Rosebery, Redfern and Waterloo with the main 
task of assisting me in the area of high level strategic planning in such areas as 
evangelisation strategies, implementation of Archdiocesan Mission Plan,    
establishment of the early learning centre and establishment of primary school 
at Rosebery, Waterloo site masterplan. The advisory committee is not a     
representative body (which is not necessarily bad) where people on the     
committee represent certain groups or agendas, but is a body with consultative 
responsibilities and is advisory in nature. The committee does not follow a 
business/management model but a ‘shared wisdom’ model of                     
decision-making - everyone has a piece of the wisdom, no-one has all the   
wisdom, we all get different pieces. The committee members also demonstrate 
a willingness to work with me as Pastor. I thank those on the committee:  

Michael Burns, Vince Luce, Martin Kelly, Ben May,   
Bruce Strath, Gay Carey, Paul & Linda Clinch,              
Sharon Kelly, Sr Rosemary Mitchell.  

After every meeting I do not publish an official set of minutes but rather a 
general outline of what was discussed. At times discussions are just that and 
no decision or resolutions are made. Above all I value the fellowship that this 
group has among each other.  
 
Next week I will have news on the commencement of stage one of the       
Waterloo church maintenance project.  
 
Have a happy week…  

Procedure for attending Mass: 

1. A new COVID Safe plan has been 
completed and submitted to the NSW 
Government. 

2. The new guidelines allow for 1 person 
per 4 sq/metres, funerals and weddings are now also 
governed by this rule.  

3. You must register by phone or email and check in by 
QR code when entering the church. 

4. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, get your 
name marked off and sit in pews with a green ‘sit 
here’ sign. Physical distancing is still required   unless 
you live in the same house.  

5. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to 
wipe down the pew you were sitting in with the 
special  hospital grade wipes provided.  

6. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms 
DO NOT ATTEND MASS. 

7. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the 
Parish Matters with you. 

8. Holy water removed from stoups. 

9. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne 
for the king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) 
remains   normative in Australia in the ordinary form 
of the Latin Rite and is  recommended during this 
COVID emergency; great care should be taken when 
exercising the option of Communion on the tongue; 
while clergy should receive Holy Communion under 
both kinds from the sacrifice confected at that Mass, 
the faithful shall only receive the Body of Christ. 

10. Wearing a mask during Mass is mandatory, in 
line with health advice from NSW  Government.  

11. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not 
move around the church. Maintain physical distance 
at all times.  

12. Mt Carmel Church will be open for person prayer 
(via code). You must sign in via QR code or paper.  

5TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME| 6TH / 7TH FEBRUARY 2021 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday 7.30am Rosebery, 9.30am Rosebery,  11.00am  Redfern  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Anne Coffey; Vlatko Cepus. 
 
Anniversary: Desmond Coates (29 Jan).   
 
Deceased: Rosemary Cooley; Raymond & Dorothy Blackman; Verardo Family; Urbicia Machado; Joao Machado;    
Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson;               
Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; 
Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett;    
Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Carlos Boeira; Assis Quintal; Carlos Chua; Mary Borg; Vicenzio Lovatti; Anna Siciliano;      
Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; 
Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Fr Emmanuel Seo; Carolyn White; 
Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the 
housebound. 

Birthdays: Yolanda Schembri (7 Feb); Genevieve Walker (8 Feb); Usha Marrett (10 Feb); Alicia Adnan,                        
Peter Papagianopoulos (11 Feb).  

 
Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

Morning Tea @ Rosebery Parish Office                              
will not be held during Lent. The next one will be 

Wednesday 14 April 10.30am.  
(10 February is at capacity). 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be set 
up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office for 
more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - It is almost time to 
order the next financial year envelopes. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you wish to join the 
system. To reduce printing costs, those that do 
not use their envelopes will be removed.  

 
Collections in January 2021: 

Rosebery: Envelopes $465.00, 2nd Loose $1,600.50, Tap N 
Go $910.00, Direct Deposit $230.00 Total $3,205.50. 

Redfern: $727.50 

Waterloo: Envelopes $1,063.50, 2nd Loose $691.00, Tap N 
Go $130.00 Total $1,884.50. 

 

Parish Dinner 
 

I am hoping that in October we will be able to   

gather for our first combined parish dinner at     

Doltone House in the City, which was postponed 

from last year. Date to be advised.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is 

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for 

monthly open days throughout 

2021 to allow Sydneysiders to pray 

at the tomb of Servant of God, 

Eileen O’Connor and learn more about this ‘saint 

in waiting’.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions,    

numbers will be limited to 12 visitors at any one 

time. The next open day will be held on Sunday 7 

February and you can register online at the new 

Eileen O’Connor website: eileenoconnor.com.au/

open-days 

 

Meditation Group 
 

The group will resume at St Vincent de Paul Church 

Redfern each Friday commencing 5pm. Afterwards there 

is reflection on the Gospel. 

 

Skyline Organ 
 

If anybody is interested in a fully operation organ, please 

contact the Parish Office. Collection from Miranda. 

Supporting the Parish 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days
https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


Lent 2021 

Lent starts on Ash Wednesday 17 February.  

Masses for Ash Wednesday are as follows:  

Rosebery: 7.30am 

Waterloo: 9.00am (limited places with years 3 - 6) 

Redfern: 12.10pm  

Rosebery: 7.00pm  

The Congregation for Divine Worship has issued a Note 

concerning the Imposition of Ashes in this time of         

pandemic.  

From a practical point of view, it proposes a Covid-safe  

distribution of the blessed ashes: 

 The priest says only once “Turn away from sin and be 

faithful to the Gospel” or “Remember that you are 

dust and to dust you shall return”, rather than       

repeating the formula to each person; 

 The priest puts on a facemask and sanitises his hands 

before distributing the ashes; 

 The priest sprinkles the ashes on the heads of the 

faithful who come forward;  

The act of putting on ashes symbolises fragility and            

mortality, and the need to be redeemed by the mercy of 

God. Far from being a merely external act, it symbolises that 

attitude of internal penance to which all the baptised are 

called during Lent. 

The placing of ashes on top of the head is the more ancient 

practice;  

It is the common method in many parts of the world;  

In time of Covid-19 it has the advantage of not requiring the 

priest to contact the skin of many people one after another, 

risking inadvertent infection; 

The fact that the ashes are not readily visible to others is of 

no concern, since they are principally intended as a sign for 

the person receiving them and not for others. 

Stations of the Cross  

There is a custom in Rome of making the Stations of the 

Cross in a different church each week. This year I invite you 

to make a pilgrimage Stations of the cross:  

Friday 19 Feb: 7.00pm Waterloo followed by Adoration  

Friday 26 Feb: 7.00pm Redfern followed by Adoration  

Friday 5 March:  7.00pm Rosebery followed by Adoration  

Friday 12 March: 7.00pm Waterloo followed by Adoration  

Friday 19 March: 7.00pm Rosebery Mass for the Feast of 

St Joseph (no Stations). 

Friday 26 March 7.00pm Redfern followed by Stations of the 

Cross  

Lenten Resources 

This year I am making two Lenten resources available:  

 Look to Jesus: 52 Daily Reflections for Lent and Easter 

(from Evangelisation Brisbane). If you can, please   

donate $2 towards the cost of purchase. 

 Lenten Program: Comfort (from the Diocese of     

Wollongong). There will be 2 Lenten Groups, both 

meeting in the Parish Office at Rosebery: 

 Group 1 will meet on Thursday’s 2pm (starting 18  

February). If required then this group will meet in the 

evening on a Thursday. 

 Group 2 will meet on Wednesday’s 10am (starting 24 

February). 

Please use sign on sheets when attending Mass to register 

your interest. 

 

Last Day Before Lent 

20 places only  

(due to COVID restrictions) 

RSVP to parish office or via email 

 

After 5pm Mass 16 February 

@ Waterloo presbytery  
Burning of  the Palms  

Facebook Live  

on Thursday 11 February 11.30am 



Catechist Sunday  

Today we celebrate Catechist Sunday. This is the Sunday 

we acknowledge over 1800 catechists who generously 

give their time to teach the Catholic faith to over 27,000 

primary and secondary students in the 230 public 

schools situated in the Archdiocese of Sydney. We     

recognise their response to their baptismal call to     

evangelise, their generously in volunteering, and their 

love for the children in a mission that is often unseen 

and unrecognised by many yet crucial and rewarding.  

In the Catholic Community of City South catechists   

attend:  

Gardeners Road Public School 

Alexandria Park School.  

We are always in need of more catechists, so if you 

would like to volunteer or need more information please 

contact Sr Rosemary via the Parish Office.  

Congratulations to Aruna Lobo from Rosebery in 

recognition of five years faithful service as a parish     

catechist to students at Gardeners Road Public School.  

“Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of  sins” 1 Peter 4:8  

Rosemary Cooley RIP 

We remember Rosemary, a long time parishioner 

and resident of Rosebery, who passed away on 13 

January 2021. Rosemary had a long term illness, 

though you would never have known it. Her care 

and concern for others was always placed before 

her own needs. Rosemary was a wife, mother, 

grandmother and great friend to many. Those that 

met her were immediately drawn to her personality. 

 

We pray for John, her loving husband, that he may 

draw comfort from God. We pray for Rosemary, 

that she may rest in peace in the loving arms of 

God. 

 

An obituary will be in next week’s newsletter. 



Prayer Idea: Lectio Divina  

How do I get started? 

1 Pick up a Bible or Sunday Missal (or open a Bible app) and pray with a small passage of scripture. 

2 Use the ancient form of lectio divina, meaning “sacred reading”. 

3 Commit to praying each day in Advent. Start with 10 minutes and see where God takes you from there! 

St Peter’s parish in Surry Hills is hosting a Festival of Beauty,    

celebrating the relationship between God and Beauty which is 

such a crucial means of Evangelisation.  Leading theologians,   

architects and musicians will lead four talks across four Sundays, 

each exploring aspects of beauty in our Catholic tradition, whether 

in art, music, liturgy or architecture.  Places are limited due to 

COVID-19 restrictions. For more information and to register 

online, visit the Parish website- www.stpeterssurryhills.org.au.   

Festival of Beauty, St Peter’s Surry Hills:                               

31 January-21 February 

We Christians can’t be a holier-than-thou exclusive club, 

but we can share our life of beauty and meaning with the 

world.  



Healing Love 

On the one hand, there are suffering human beings like 

Job, slaves longing for the shade. On the other hand, there 

is God who cares about us, who heals the broken hearted 

and sustains the lowly. Jesus comes into this world of   

suffering as God the healer: those whom he cured were 

many. 

The community of the followers of Jesus has a calling to 

bring healing to this world full of suffering. They are to go 

about it by means of service: just as Simon’s mother-in-law 

did, they are to use their healing from Jesus as an opening 

to serve others. They are to be like Paul, making         

themselves all things to all people, the slaves of all. 

The Catholic Church challenges us to hunger and thirst for 

what is right so that, like God, we might fill the hungry 

with good things. 

Especially through his life-style and through his 

actions, Jesus revealed that love is present in the 

world in which we live - an effective love, a love 

that addresses itself to man and embraces    

everything that makes up his humanity. 

This love makes itself particularly noticed in 

contact with suffering, injustice and poverty - in 

contact with the whole historical “human    

condition,” which in various ways manifests 

man’s limitations and frailty, both physical and 

moral. 

Pope John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia,1980: 3. 

Gerald Darring 

Reflection on Sunday Readings A Thanksgiving Prayer 

God Almighty, this has been a terrible year. 

So much death. So much illness. So much misery, all 

around the world, for every human being. I can hardly 

believe it. And I certainly don’t understand it. 

It breaks my heart to think of how many people have lost 

family members, spent hours worried about sick friends in 

the hospital, not been able to attend funerals, been laid off 

from their jobs, seen their businesses closed and agonized 

over whether to send their children to school or not. 

Sometimes the only prayer I can say is the prayer of the 

psalmist: “How long, O Lord?” 

And now it’s Thanksgiving, when I’m supposed to be 

thankful. How, O Lord? 

Maybe the only prayer I can utter this Thanksgiving is: 

Teach me to be grateful. 

Teach me to be grateful for what I still have. Help me to 

see where you are blessing me, even in the midst of this 

pandemic. Give me a new pair of eyes, so I can more 

clearly see your grace: 

Let me see the generosity of health care workers on the 

front lines as a sign of your love. 

Let me see the care that I have for my family as a sign of 

your compassion within me. 

Let me see my sadness over the virus as a sign of your 

sorrow for those who suffer. 

Jesus entered a world of illness, suffering and death, so he 

understands what we are going through - not only because 

he is divine and knows all things, but because he is human 

and experienced all things. 

Help me to give other people something to be thankful 

for: 

By being generous to them when I am sad. 

By being patient with them when I am tired. 

By encouraging them when I am feeling low. 

Most of all, draw me closer to your Son. During his time 

on earth, Jesus saw people who were hungry, visited    

people who were sick and wept over the death of his 

friend Lazarus. He entered a world of illness, suffering and 

death, so he understands what we are going through - not 

only because he is divine and knows all things, but because 

he is human and experienced all things. 

 

Fr James Martin sj 



Recognizing their welcome of and witness to Christ, Pope Francis has approved changing the liturgical feast of St. Martha 

to include her sister and brother, Mary and Lazarus, on the Church’s universal calendar of feast days. 

The names of Mary and Lazarus will be added to the July 29 feast on the General Roman Calendar, the universal schedule 

of holy days and feast days for the Latin rite of the Catholic Church. 

The Vatican Feb. 2 published the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Sacraments’ decree ordering the change in  

calendars. 

Signed by Cardinal Robert Sarah, the congregation’s prefect, the decree said Pope Francis approved the memorial for    

Martha, Mary and Lazarus after “considering the important evangelical witness they offered in welcoming the Lord Jesus 

into their home, in listening to Him attentively, (and) in believing that He is the resurrection and the life.” 

“In the household of Bethany, the Lord Jesus experienced the family spirit and friendship of Martha, Mary and Lazarus, 

and for this reason the Gospel of John states that He loved them,” it said. “Martha generously offered him hospitality, Mary 

listened attentively to his words and Lazarus promptly emerged from the tomb at the command of the one who humiliated 

death.” 

The decree explained that the “traditional uncertainty of the Latin church” regarding the identity of three women named 

Mary in the Gospels - Mary Magdalene, Mary the sister of Martha and Lazarus, and Mary “the sinner whose sins the Lord 

had forgiven” - was resolved “in recent studies and times,” thus paving the way for celebrating the siblings in one memorial. 

A separate congregation decree, also published Feb. 2, said the pope also approved the optional memorial of three doctors 

of the Church: SS. Gregory of Narek, a 10th-century Armenian monk; John of Avila, the famed 16th-century preacher,  

confessor and spiritual writer; and 12th-century German abbess Hildegard of Bingen. 

The saints, who hail from both the Eastern and Western Church traditions, were declared doctors of the Church for their 

important contributions to theology and spirituality. 

In its decree, the congregation explained that those given the title of “doctor of the Church” exemplify the “link between 

holiness and understanding things divine and also human. 

“Indeed, the wisdom that characterizes these men and women 

is not solely theirs, since by becoming disciples of divine    

wisdom, they have themselves become teachers of wisdom for 

the entire ecclesial community,” it said. “It is in this light that 

the holy ‘doctors’ are inscribed in the General Roman        

Calendar.” 

The optional memorial for St. Gregory of Narek will be     

celebrated February 27, while those for SS.. John of Avila and 

Hildegard of Bingen will be celebrated May 10 and September 

17, respectively. 

There are currently 36 doctors of the Church, including SS. 

John Chrysostom, Augustine, Catherine of Siena and Therese 

of Lisieux. 

BY JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES (CNS) 

Pope Adds Martha, Mary and Lazarus, Church Doctors to Universal Calendar  

‘We are branches of the same vine, we are communicating vessels: the good and the bad each 

one does is poured out on the others. To the extent that we remain in God we draw closer to 

others, and to the extent that we draw closer to others we remain in God. ’ Pope Francis  



 

Entrance Antiphon 
O come, let us worship God 
and bow low before the God who made us, 
for he is the Lord our God.  
 
 

First Reading Jb 7:1-4. 6-7  
Job began to speak: Is not man’s life on earth nothing more 
than pressed service, his time no better than hired drudgery? 
Like the slave, sighing for the shade, or the workman with no 
thought but his wages, months of delusion I have assigned to 
me, nothing for my own but nights of grief. Lying in bed I 
wonder, ‘When will it be day?’ Risen I think, ‘how slowly 
evening comes!’ Restlessly I fret till twilight falls. Swifter than a 
weaver’s shuttle my days have passed, and vanished, leaving no 
hope behind. Remember that my life is but a breath, and that 
my eyes will never again see joy.  
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 146:1-6. R. v.3  
(R.) Praise the Lord who heals the broken-hearted.  
1. Praise the Lord for he is good; sing to our God for he is 

loving: to him our praise is due. (R.)  
2. The Lord builds up Jerusalem and brings back Israel’s 

exiles, he heals the broken-hearted, he binds up all their 
wounds. He fixes the number of the stars; he calls each 
one by its name. (R.)  

3. Our Lord is great and almighty; his wisdom can never be 
measured. The Lord raises the lowly; he humbles the 
wicked to the dust. (R.)  

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 9:16-19. 22-23  
I do not boast of preaching the gospel, since it is a duty which 
has been laid on me; I should be punished if I did not preach it! 
If I had chosen this work myself, I might have been paid for it, 
but as I have not, it is a responsibility which has been put into 
my hands. Do you know what my reward is? It is this: in my 
preaching, to be able to offer the Good News free, and not 
insist on the rights which the gospel gives me. So though I am 
not a slave of any man I have made myself the slave of 
everyone so as to win as many as I could. For the weak I made 
myself weak. I made myself all things to all men in order to 
save some at any cost; and I still do this, for the sake of the 
gospel, to have a share in its blessings.  
 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 8:17  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
He bore our sickness, and endured our suffering  
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel Mk 1:29-39  
On leaving the synagogue, Jesus went with James and John 
straight to the house of Simon and Andrew. Now Simon’s 
mother-in-law had gone to bed with fever, and they told him 
about her straightaway. He went to her, took her by the hand 
and helped her up. And the fever left her and she began to wait 
on them. That evening, after sunset, they brought to him all 
who were sick and those who were possessed by devils. The 
whole town came crowding round the door, and he cured 
many who were suffering from diseases of one kind or another; 
he also cast out many devils, but he would not allow them to 

speak, because they knew who he was. In the morning, long 
before dawn, he got up and left the house, and went off to a 
lonely place and prayed there. Simon and his companions set 
out in search of him, and when they found him they said, 
‘Everybody is looking for you.’ He answered, ‘Let us go 
elsewhere, to the neighbouring country towns, so that I can 
preach there too, because that is why I came.’ And he went all 
through Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out 
devils.  
 

Communion Antiphon 
Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be consoled. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall have their fill.  
 

  

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

Thinking About Priesthood? 

 
A Seminary Open Day will be held at on Sunday 14 
February 2021 at the Good Shepherd Seminary, 52-58 
Abbotsford Road, Homebush starting with Morning 
Prayer at 9 am and a public Mass at 10:00 am. The day 
will include prayer, conversations with seminarians and 
priests, talks with information about the studies required 
of men training for the priesthood and a guided tour 
around the Seminary. Brunch will be provided. 
 
For registration or more information visit us at         
vocationcentre.org.au or contact us at the Vocation 
C en t r e  on  0 2  9 30 7  84 2 4  o r  ema i l                                
vocations@sydneycatholic.org. Please RSVP by Friday 5 
February. 

Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Course           
Of Life and Love  

 

1.    Saturday 27 February commencing at 10 am and 
then Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March 2021 

2.    Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and then 
Thursday evenings 19, 26 August & 02 September 
2021 

To Book Online - https://www.trybooking.com/
BMTLF 

For further information, please contact - The Life,  
Marriage and Family team on (02) 9307 8480 or e-mail 
steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org. 

mailto:vocations@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
mailto:steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org

