
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

Saturday  Sunday   
5.00pm 9.30am 

 

Weekday Mass This Week 
Monday 15 February 7.00am Communion Service 

Rosebery 
 

Tuesday 16 February 5.00pm Waterloo                     
 

Wednesday 17 February Ash Wednesday 
(see Page 3 for Mass times) 

 
 

Friday 19 February 8.00am Redfern 
Stations of the Cross 7.00pm Waterloo 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel        
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

 
Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Procedure for attending Mass: 

1. A new COVID Safe plan has been 
completed and submitted to the NSW 
Government. 

2. The new guidelines allow for 1 person 
per 2 sq/metres, funerals and weddings are now also 
governed by this rule.  

3. You must check in by QR code when entering the 
church. 

4. On arrival at the church sanitize your hands, get your 
name marked off and sit in pews with a green ‘sit 
here’ sign. Physical distancing is still required   unless 
you live in the same house.  

5. At the end of Mass before you leave you will need to 
wipe down the pew you were sitting in with the 
special  hospital grade wipes provided.  

6. If you are sick, have even mild flu/cold symptoms 
DO NOT ATTEND MASS. 

7. Printed bulletins are for single use only. Take the 
Parish Matters with you. 

8. Holy water removed from stoups. 

9. Receiving Holy Communion by “making a throne 
for the king with our hands” (St Cyril of  Jerusalem) 
remains   normative in Australia in the ordinary form 
of the Latin Rite and is  recommended during this 
COVID emergency; great care should be taken when 
exercising the option of Communion on the tongue; 
while clergy should receive Holy Communion under 
both kinds from the sacrifice confected at that Mass, 
the faithful shall only receive the Body of Christ. 

10. Wearing a mask during Mass is optional, in line 
with health advice from NSW  Government.  

11. Sign of peace means a bow, wave or nod. Do not 
move around the church. Maintain physical distance 
at all times.  

12. Mt Carmel Church will be open for person prayer 
(via code). You must sign in via QR code or paper.  

6TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME| 13TH/14TH FEBRUARY 2021 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday 7.30am Rosebery, 9.30am Rosebery,  11.00am  Redfern  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Anniversary: Onefre Bernardo Viray (13 Feb);   Dominic Burgher (14 Feb); Lie Hok Guan (15 Feb); Alonso Castro (17 
Feb). 

Deceased: Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; Mio Family; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie 
Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; 
Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & 
Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All 
Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Christina O’Connor; Joan Zammitt; Carlos Boeira; Assis Quintal; Carlos Chua; Mary Borg; Vicenzio 
Lovatti; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Geraldine Marcellino; Milena Braganza; Sandra 
Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; George & Juliet D’Souza; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Fr 
Emmanuel Seo; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen 
Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Edward Pettybourne (13 Feb); John Smith, Greg Foster (15 Feb); Vicky Pettyborne (16 Feb); Teresa 
Arcidiacono (17 Feb); Ratnasari Adnan (18 Feb); Tom Ellery, Marcus Sommer (19 Feb). 

Wedding Anniversary: Gary & Therese Wooden (18 Feb).  

Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

Morning Tea @ Rosebery Parish Office                              
will not be held during Lent. The next one will be 

Wednesday 14 April 10.30am.  
 

Baptism 

We congratulate Colt Brian being 

baptised at  Waterloo Parish. 

God bless you and your family. 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be set 
up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office for 
more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 Planned Giving Envelopes - It is almost time to 
order the next financial year envelopes. Please 
contact the Parish Office if you wish to join the 
system. To reduce printing costs, those that do 
not use their envelopes will be removed.  

Parish Dinner 
 

I am hoping that in October we will be able to   

gather for our first combined parish dinner at     

Doltone House in the City, which was postponed 

from last year. Date proposed is 15 October.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is 

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for 

monthly open days throughout 

2021 to allow Sydneysiders to pray 

at the tomb of Servant of God, 

Eileen O’Connor and learn more about this ‘saint 

in waiting’.  Due to COVID-19 restrictions,    

numbers will be limited to 12 visitors at any one 

time. Register online at the new Eileen O’Connor 

website: eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days 
Caritas Australia 

 
Project Compassion envelopes are available for       

collection and return each week, or boxes to be returned 

at the Easter Saturday Vigil.  

Supporting the Parish 

 

Meditation Group 
 

The group meets at St Vincent de Paul Church Redfern 

each Friday commencing 5pm. Afterwards there is     

reflection on the Gospel. 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


Lent 2021 

Lent starts on Ash Wednesday 17 February.  

Masses for Ash Wednesday are as follows:  

Rosebery: 7.30am 

Waterloo: 9.00am (limited places with years 3 - 6) 

Redfern: 12.10pm  

Rosebery: 7.00pm  

The Congregation for Divine Worship has issued a Note 

concerning the Imposition of Ashes in this time of         

pandemic.  

From a practical point of view, it proposes a Covid - Safe  

distribution of the blessed ashes: 

 The priest says only once “Turn away from sin and be 

faithful to the Gospel” or “Remember that you are 

dust and to dust you shall return”, rather than       

repeating the formula to each person; 

 The priest puts on a facemask and sanitises his hands 

before distributing the ashes; 

 The priest sprinkles the ashes on the heads of the 

faithful who come forward;  

The act of putting on ashes symbolises fragility and            

mortality, and the need to be redeemed by the mercy of 

God. Far from being a merely external act, it symbolises that 

attitude of internal penance to which all the baptised are 

called during Lent. 

The placing of ashes on top of the head is the more ancient 

practice;  

It is the common method in many parts of the world;  

In time of Covid-19 it has the advantage of not requiring the 

priest to contact the skin of many people one after another, 

risking inadvertent infection; 

The fact that the ashes are not readily visible to others is of 

no concern, since they are principally intended as a sign for 

the person receiving them and not for others. 

Lenten Resources 

This year I am making two Lenten resources available:  

 Lenten Program for Sydney- Receive the Grace to Go 

Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion (free) 

 Lenten Program: Comfort (from the Diocese of     

Wollongong). There will be 2 Lenten Groups, both 

meeting in the Parish Office at Rosebery: 

 Group 1 will meet on Thursday’s 1.00pm (starting   

18  February). If required then this group will meet in 

the evening on a Thursday. 

 Group 2 will meet on Wednesday’s 10.30am (starting 

17 February). 

Please use sign on sheets when attending Mass to register 

your interest. 

The Archdiocese has also prepared  a booklet  - Go Make 

Disciples - A Lenten Companion. Pick up your free copy this 

weekend. 

 



The Ministry of Reader (Lector) is an important liturgical 

ministry in our Community. Those who accept this     

ministry at Mass are called to not merely ‘read’ at Mass 

but to prepare well so to proclaim the Word of God.  

In preparation for Easter and to gather as a group     

Readers are invited to a reflection night: 

Thursday 18 March 2021 

7.00pm - 8.30pm 

St Joseph Church Rosebery 

 

The night will be lead by Helen Wagner (Emmanuel 

Community & Sydney Centre for Evangelisation) & Dr 

Kevin Wagner (Emmanuel Community & Lecturer in 

Theology at Notre Dame)  

RSVP: secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

A Gospel reflection group meets each Friday at 6.00pm at 
St Vincent’s Church Redfern. All are welcome.  

Rosemary Cooley RIP 

Rosemary Cooley was 
the loving wife of John 
and mother to Michael, 
Louise, Damien, Andrew 
and Paul. She was born 
on 25 February 1954 and 
grew up in the Firmstone 
family home in Sans 
Souci with her five 
brothers. She attended St 
Finbar’s Primary School 
and St Joseph’s High 
School in Kogarah.  

After completing the high school certificate, 
Rosemary attended secretarial college before 
getting her first job at Cooley and Cooley 
Solicitors where she met John. Once married, 
Rosemary and John moved into the family home 
in Harcourt Parade, Rosebery where she 
remained for the rest of her life.  

Rosemary’s life’s ambitions were to be a wife and 
mother. In these roles she was loyal, generous, 
selfless and patient. She adored her family and 
they adored her.  

Rosemary was an incredible contributor to the 
community and worked tirelessly for the 
community at St Joseph’s for more than 45 years. 
She organised Sunday movie sessions, morning 
teas, hampers for local residents in need, and 
drove elderly parishioners to appointments and 
mass. 

Rosemary was a great friend and had long-term 
friendships from every sphere of her life. She was 
a very good listener and was genuinely interested 
in people. She was also a great talker! She loved 
people and, as many of you will know, she loved 
a cup of tea.  

The Cooley family would like to thank you for 
the love and care that so many of you extended to 
Rosemary throughout her life and during her 
illness. You all meant the world to her. 

Ministry of  Reader (Lector) Reflection Night           

 

Last Day Before Lent 

20 places only  

(due to COVID restrictions) 

RSVP to parish office or via email 

 

After 5pm Mass 16 February 

@ Waterloo presbytery  

Community Invitations 

mailto:secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au


Parish Advisory & Finance Committees 

Dear friends,  

On Wednesday I held two working dinner meetings, a finance 

meeting followed by the advisory committee. The meetings 

were held at the presbytery at Waterloo.  

The meeting discussed the following topics:  

 Bishop Terry Brady’s letter to me regarding his Parish 

visitation in late 2020.  

 Vision and goals for the coming year:  

 Evangelisation projects 

 Year round letterbox drop project (see next page) 

 Archdiocesan Mission Plan. A subcommittee was 

formed to make recommendations in the formation of a 

Parish Mission Plan.  

 FORMED, a on demand video service to support    

people in their faith.  

 Building works at Rosebery & Waterloo  

 Business Manager - I will take forward the idea of a new 

position called ‘Business Manager’. This person would 

be responsible for managing the facilities, back up for 

parish secretary, initiate evangelisation projects and other 

tasks the arise in the running of our Community. A   

panel will assist me in the selection process.  

The meeting participants believe that while the building works 

are an important tool to encourage particularly young families 

in the faith we also need to start developing projects that target 

specific groups such as youth, theological and spiritual         

formation, liturgical ministries, older people, and social        

outreach. It is hoped that the new Business Manager working 

closely with me and the Advisory Committee can achieve these 

outcomes.  

Finance Meeting  

 The Finance Committee reviewed the balance sheets for 

the last quarter. It was noted that income through the 

second collection has gone down because of COVID19. 

However, we have also received some very generous 

donations by individuals.  

 Tap & Go machines are being well used.  

 Update on building works.   

  

Construction Update 

Rosebery 

 The Early Learning Centre is on track for completion in 

June 2021.  

 Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) continue to work with 

me in preparation for the re-opening of St Joseph     

Primary School. Due diligence is being done on the site 

in preparation for construction some time in 2021.  

 Church renovations are proceeding to tender. The    

project will be managed for us by Neeson Murcutt    

Architects. The Project Control Group meets regularly 

to ensure the project stays on track and within budget.  

 It was suggested that parishioners may want to donate 

towards the cost of some of the new liturgical items for 

St Joseph Church. These include Icons of St Joseph & 

Our Lady Help of Christians, Chalice, restoration of 

statues, altar, tabernacle. If you would like more         

information about donating please contact the parish 

office.  

 On Monday I picked up the new Icon of St Joseph from 

artist Michael Galovic (see picture). It is outstanding and 

will be unveiled and blessed on Friday 19 March 7pm 

Mass at Rosebery.  

 During the month of March one of the Tap & Go    

Machines at Rosebery will be set to $20 for those who 

wish to donate specifically for the Icon.  

Waterloo  

The tender process has been completed and I have accepted 

the recommendation that HBS group undertake the       

maintenance work. It will be project managed by Jasper Swann. 

Stage one work will focus on the exterior and will involve   

scaffold to undertake the work. The duration of stage one will 

be 16 weeks from mid March (TBC). 

God bless,  

To be       

unveiled and 

blessed on 

Friday 19 

March 7pm 

Mass      

Rosebery 



Open to New Life 

On the one hand, there are suffering human beings like 

Job, slaves longing for the shade. On the other hand, there 

is God who cares about us, who heals the broken hearted. 

Leprosy was a terrible disease in biblical times. Highly  

contagious, it was fatal, since there was no cure for it. The 

law could do nothing other than exclude lepers from    

participation in the life of the community. 

There was more to it than that. The Responsorial 

Psalm 32 is a reminder that in biblical times people often 

regarded sin as the cause of disease. Lepers were therefore 

sinners, and the community excluded them from its     

worship. In a theocracy such as Israel, exclusion from the 

temple was a fate worse than death. 

Jesus enters the scene as the healer of lepers. Those, for 

whom the law offers no hope, find in Jesus their saviour, 

their key to re-entry into the human community. 

We have our own “lepers” today. They are the wretched 

people of the world’s slums, the ones dying of Covid-19, 

the ones sitting on death row. The law of society has  

nothing of hope to offer them. Their only hope is in the 

“great prophet [who] has appeared among us,” and in 

those followers of Jesus like Paul, “seeking not my own 

advantage, but that of the many.” 

The mystery of the human condition is such 

that, in one way or another, all will face pain, 

reversal, and, ultimately, the mystery of death 

itself. Seen through the eyes of faith, however, 

this mystery is not closed in upon itself. 

Through sharing in the cross of Christ, human 

suffering and pain have a redemptive meaning 

and goal. They have the potential of opening a 

person to new life. They also present an       

opportunity and a challenge to all, calling us to 

respond to suffering just as Jesus did - with love 

and care. 

U.S. Bishops, 1987, The Many Faces of AIDS: 

A Gospel Response 

Gerald Darring 

Justice Perspective on Sunday Readings Project Greeting 

Mercy is what moves us toward God, while justice makes us tremble in his sight. 

Pope Benedict XVI 

One of the evangelisation projects to be undertaken 

this year is ‘Project Greeting’. It’s a simple project, 

the residents in every street of our Community 

(Rosebery, Redfern & Waterloo) will receive a card 

to say that they will be remembered in our weekend 

Masses over the course of a year. I will announce the 

streets we will remember at the end of Mass and 

someone from the street or who lives near that street 

is invited to deliver the following card. Its message is 

simply: we want to pray for you. They may choose to 

come and pray with us and that would be great. Let’s 

get ready to welcome them. The project will start 

soon.  



Liturgical Focus: Altar 

            The altar is a fixed, freestanding table, the central focus for the celebration of the Eucharist. It is both altar 

and table. As altar, it is the place of sacrifice, where Christ, who was sacrificed on the cross for us, becomes present 

again under the sacramental form of bread and wine. As table, it gathers the people of God to share the Body and 

Blood of Christ, their holiest meal, which recalls the passover and grants a foretaste of the heavenly banquet. 

            The altar is traditionally made of stone, but it may be constructed of another solid, well-crafted material, 

which establishes its beauty and dignity. Its rectangular shape suited the liturgy before the Second Vatican Council, 

when the Scriptures were read from the sides of the altar. Today’s altar is often more square to accommodate the 

priest, the bread and the wine. But it should always be clear among church furnishings that the altar is the centre of 

focus. 

            When the altar of a church is consecrated, the bishop anoints its top with chrism. Chrism is the perfumed oil 

we reserve for the sacraments that are celebrated only once in one’s lifetime: baptism, confirmation and ordination. 

The consecration of an altar sets it apart permanently for its 

sacred purpose. In conjunction with this anointing, the altar 

also represents Jesus, whose title “Christ” means “anointed.” 

The proper reverence upon entering a church is to bow to the 

altar, unless the tabernacle is centrally located, in which case 

one genuflects to the tabernacle. 

            Today a church should have one altar, freestanding so 

the priest may walk completely around it. It should be       

permanently fixed to reflect the stability of our faith (General 

Instruction of the Roman Missal 299). 

Fr Paul Turner 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E.       

Virginia St. #170, San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

Altar at St Vincent de Paul Church, Redfern.  



Entrance Antiphon 
Be my protector, O God, 
a mighty stronghold to save me. 
For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of          
your name. 

 

First Reading Lv 13:1-2. 44-46  
The Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘If a swelling or scab or 
shiny spot appears on a man’s skin, a case of leprosy of the skin 
is to be suspected. The man must be taken to Aaron, the priest, 
or to one of the priests who are his sons. ‘The man is leprous: 
he is unclean. The priest must declare him unclean; he is 
suffering from leprosy of the head. A man infected with 
leprosy must wear his clothing torn and his hair disordered; he 
must shield his upper lip and cry, “Unclean, unclean”. As long 
as the disease lasts he must be unclean; and therefore he must 
live apart: he must live outside the camp.’  
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 31:1-2. 5. 11.  
(R.) I turn to you, Lord, in time of trouble, and you fill me 
with the joy of salvation.  
1. Happy the man whose offence is forgiven, whose sin is 

remitted. O happy the man to whom the Lord imputes 
no guilt, in whose spirit is no guile. (R.)  

2. By now I have acknowledged my sins; my guilt I did not 
hide. I said: ‘I will confess my offence to the Lord.’ And 
you, Lord, have forgiven the guilt of my sin. (R.)  

3. Rejoice, rejoice in the Lord, exult, you just! O come, ring 
out your joy, all you upright of heart. (R.)  

 

Second Reading 1 Cor 10:31-11:1  
Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, 
do it for the glory of God. Never do anything offensive to 
anyone – to Jew or Greeks or to the Church of God; just as I 
try to be helpful to everyone at all times, not anxious for my 
own advantage but for the advantage of everybody else, so that 
they may be saved. Take me for your model, as I take Christ.  
 

Gospel Acclamation Lk 7:16  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
A great prophet has appeared among us; God has visited 
his people.  
Alleluia!  
 

Gospel Mk 1:40-45  
A leper came to Jesus and pleaded on his knees: ‘If you want 
to’ he said ‘you can cure me.’ Feeling sorry for him, Jesus 
stretched out his hand and touched him. ‘Of course I want to!’ 
he said. ‘Be cured!’ And the leprosy left him at once and he was 
cured. Jesus immediately sent him away and sternly ordered 
him, ‘Mind you say nothing to anyone, but go and show 
yourself to the priest, and make the offering for your healing 
prescribed by Moses as evidence of your recovery.’ The man 
went away, but then started talking about it freely and telling 
the story everywhere, so that Jesus could no longer go openly 
into any town, but had to stay outside in places where nobody 
lived. Even so, people from all around would come to him.  
 
 

Communion Antiphon 
God so loved the world  
that he gave his Only Begotten Son, 
so that all who believe in him may not perish, 
but may have eternal life. 

  

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

Thinking About Priesthood? 

 
A Seminary Open Day will be held at on Sunday 14 
February 2021 at the Good Shepherd Seminary, 52-58 
Abbotsford Road, Homebush starting with Morning 
Prayer at 9 am and a public Mass at 10:00 am. The day 
will include prayer, conversations with seminarians and 
priests, talks with information about the studies required 
of men training for the priesthood and a guided tour 
around the Seminary. Brunch will be provided. 
 
For registration or more information visit us at         
vocationcentre.org.au or contact us at the Vocation 
C en t r e  on  0 2  9 30 7  84 2 4  o r  ema i l                                
vocations@sydneycatholic.org. Please RSVP by Friday 5 
February. 

Archdiocesan Marriage Preparation Course           
Of Life and Love  

 

1.    Saturday 27 February commencing at 10 am and 
then Thursday evenings 4, 11, 18 March 2021 

2.    Saturday 14 August commencing at 10 am and then 
Thursday evenings 19, 26 August & 02 September 
2021 

To Book Online - https://www.trybooking.com/
BMTLF 

For further information, please contact - The Life,  
Marriage and Family team on (02) 9307 8480 or e-mail 
steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org. 

mailto:vocations@sydneycatholic.org
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
https://www.trybooking.com/BMTLF
mailto:steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org

