
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

5TH SUNDAY OF LENT | 20TH / 21ST MARCH 2021 

Saturday  Sunday   5.00pm 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass This Week 
 

Monday 22 March 7.00am Communion Service   
Rosebery 

 
Tuesday 23 March 5.00pm Waterloo                     

 
Wednesday 24 March 7.30am Rosebery 

 
Friday 26 March 7.30am Adoration, Mass 8.00am   

Redfern 
 

7.00pm Stations of the Cross, Redfern 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday 7.30am Rosebery, 9.30am Rosebery, 
 11.00am  Redfern  

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 

Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Dear friends,  

 During the week I had a very constructive chat to Councillor 

Linda Scott about the safety issues of Waterloo Park. I thank her and 

the Council authorities for coming to listen to my concerns. I am happy 

that I will be having a friendly chat to Lord Mayor, Clover Moore in 

April about issues facing us as a Catholic Community.  

 On Thursday night 13 parishioners who are engaged in the 

Ministry of Reader at Mass, gathered for a period of reflection. This was 

a blessed time to reflect on the readings of the Triduum and another 

opportunity to make new connections between churches.  

 Friday was the Feast of St Joseph. I am so grateful to Fr Don 

Richardson, Dean of the City Deanery and Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral 

for blessing the Icon. As you can see the Icon is full of Truth, Beauty 

and Love. It was painted in the traditional Byzantine style and contains 

references to Jesus with the Greek letters identifying Jesus is Lord and 

Saviour. The colours are traditional representing the majesty of Jesus 

while Joseph holding Jesus, his hands pointing away from himself to 

highlight Jesus as the Son of God. The look on St Joseph's face is one 

of love and fatherly care.   

 Don’t forget: 

 Stations of the Cross will be 

held on Friday 26 March at 7.00pm 

at St Vincent, Redfern. This will be 

followed by Adoration until 8pm.  

Due to Palm Sunday (28 March) 

liturgy being a little longer, Mass at 

Rosebery will commence at 9.25am 

and at Redfern at 11.15am. 

It is important to remember that 

the Holy Week liturgies are 

longer than usual and they won’t 

be rushed.  

 

God Bless,  

   



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Sr Maureen Brazel (OLSH); Tina Aprea Benussi. 

Anniversary: Nicola Di Campli (18 Mar); Lea Silveira (22 Mar); Ernesto Lopez, Rollee Lopez Rodriguez 

(24 Mar); Megan Chow (25 Mar). 

Deceased: Verardo Family; Domenico Verardo; Rosemary Cooley; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family;   

Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; 

Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray;                

Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett;              

Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them;       

All Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Members of the Pereira family; Christina O’Connor; Joan Zammitt; Assis Quintal; 

Carlos Chua; Mary Borg;  Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; 

Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; 

Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen 

Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Rochelle D’Souza (20 Mar); Helen Abbey (21 Mar); Gary Wooden (23 Mar); Karen Nonis (26 

Mar)  

Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office. 

 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 QR Code donations - You can now donate to the 
Catholic Community of City South via this QR code. You 
can donate to the first collection, Planned Giving (2nd 
Collection) or donate to the St Joseph Icon. Simply scan the 
QR code with your mobile phone camera and follow the 
links.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for monthly 

open days throughout 2021 to allow 

Sydneysiders to pray at the tomb of 

Servant of God,    Eileen O’Connor and 

learn more about this ‘saint in waiting’.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions,    numbers will be limited to 

12 visitors at any one time. The next open day is   

Sunday 2 May.  

Register online at the new Eileen O’Connor website: 

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days 

Supporting the Parish 

Baptism 

We congratulate Callen Gwen  

being baptised at  Waterloo this 

weekend. 

God bless you and your family. 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


The new Icon was blessed at Mass on Friday 19 

March 7pm at Rosebery. Very Rev Don Richardson, 

Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral and Dean of the City 

Deanery blessed the Icon. Until Easter one of the tap 

& go  machines has been set to $20 for those who 

wish to donate towards the cost of the icon. Or scan 

the QR code and pick ‘donation’ from the dropdown 

bar. 
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Icon of St Joseph Donations 

Project Greeting 

This week we are praying for residents of:  

 

 Kimberley Grove, Rosebery 

 Pitt Street, Redfern 

 Wyndham Street, Waterloo 

 

Next weekend we’re praying for these streets: 

 Rothschild Avenue, Rosebery 

 Douglas Street, Redfern 

 Danks Street, Waterloo 

If you live in or near these streets please take the 

cards at the back of the church and deliver them. If 

there are cards leftover please return to Parish     

Office (or place in letterbox 74 Rosebery Ave,  

Rosebery). 

Prayer for Peace 

For the people of Myanmar, who long for a just peace, we pray:  
 

Jesus, Prince of Peace,  
banish from our souls  

whatever might endanger peace.  
Transform us into witnesses  

of truth, justice and love.  
Enlighten the minds of rulers  

that they may care for their peoples  
and guarantee them the gift of peace.  

Inflame our desires  
to break through the barriers that divide us,  

to strengthen the bonds of mutual love,  
to learn to understand one another,  

to pardon those who have done us wrong.  
Jesus, Prince of Peace,  

through your power and inspiration,  
may all peoples welcome each other  

to their hearts as sisters and brothers.  
And may the peace they long for ever  
flower and ever reign among them.  

AMEN  
by Sandie Cornish, adapted from Pacem in Terris n 171  

 
 
 

Project Compassion 
 
 

Halima is raising two children in a Bangladeshi refugee camp 
while caring for her mother, who has a disability. A Caritas 

Australia-supported program helped her with a shelter,    
cooking equipment and hygiene training. Halima now earns a 
small income as a trainer, helping to maintain the health and 

cleanliness of her community. 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to so this         
transformational program can continue to empower           

vulnerable women, men and children, and strengthen the  
communities around them.  

 
You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes,            

by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning 
1800 024 413. 



Parish Dinner 
 

Our first combined parish dinner will be held at     

Doltone House, Hyde Park, on Friday 15 October. 

Tickets will be $40* inclusive of 3 course dinner, beer, 

wine , soft drink and coffee.  Children 12 years and 

under $20.00. Please purchase your tickets from the 

Parish Office. Numbers limited to 100. 

*Please contact Fr Paul if this is prohibitive. No one 

should miss out! 

Community Noticeboard 

Sacramental Program 2021 

First Holy Communion (enrolment open from 17/4) 

Information Night: Wednesday 28 April OLMC Waterloo 

First Holy Communion Mass: Weekend 5/6 June  

Confirmation  

Information Night: Wednesday 28 July OLMC Waterloo  

Confirmation Mass: 5.00pm Saturday 11 September OLMC         

Waterloo with Bishop Terry Brady.  

Candelabra Donations 

 

During Lent all funds given via the Candelabra will be  

donated to the Mission of Our Lady of Lourdes     

Phetchabun in Thailand. This Mission in rural Thailand 

supports vulnerable families in education, and basic liv-

ing arrangements. I have known the Parish Priest Fr 

June   Ongart OMI for many years and know of his ded-

ication and energy for the people of God. Fr Paul  

Year of St Joseph  

 

There are some resources that have been developed for the   

Year of St Joseph and in particular in preparation for the      

Solemnity of St Joseph on 19 March.  

You can pick up a Prayer Card on which is printed the 

Prayer to St Joseph from Pope Francis’ exhortation      

Patris Corde. 

There are also Family Entrustment to St Joseph certificates 

which families can use to prayerfully place themselves   

under the patronage of St Joseph in this year. 

They will be available for collection as you enter each of 

the Churches.  

Redfern 

 

You are invited to weekly Meditation at 5.00pm  

Scripture Sharing 6.00pm 

At St Vincent de Paul Church, Redfern 

More info:  

Joelle Battestini- Newman  

battestininewmanjoelle@gmail.com 

Please register by phone or email 

for all Easter Liturgies as 

Restrictions still apply to                

church capacity. 

Maintenance program has commenced at Waterloo, 

which will be ongoing for the next 16 weeks.       

Scaffolding will be erected, so please be mindful, 

aware and careful when attending services at        

Waterloo. 

Construction Update 



True Colours Reflection 

Easter Timetable  

Date & Liturgy Time Place 

Holy Tuesday, 30 March 

Mass & Adoration with    

Reconciliation  

5.00pm – 7.00pm OLMC, Waterloo 

Holy Wednesday, 31 March, 

Mass 

7.30am St Joseph, Rosebery 

Holy Thursday, 1 April, Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper 

7.00pm St Joseph, Rosebery  

Good Friday, 2 April,      

Stations of the Cross 

10am St Joseph, Rosebery 

Good Friday, 2 April,       

Liturgy of the Passion 

3.00pm (Fr Peter) 

3.00pm (Fr Danny) 

3.00pm (Fr Paul) 

St Joseph, Rosebery 

OLMC Waterloo 

St Vincent, Redfern 

Easter Vigil, 3 April,        

Mass 

6.30pm OLMC Waterloo 

Easter Sunday, 4 April 7.30am & 9.30am 

11.00am 

St Joseph, Rosebery 

St Vincent, Redfern 

Normal Mass Times 6, 7 & 9 April 

No weekday Mass: 13, 14 & 16 April   

I was struck by the colours on Sunday, on entering St VdeP, Redfern. 
Fr Paul coincidentally initiated his homily on the colours of the stained glass windows of  
our church and that of the Sydney Cathedral which depicts Australian History. 
He then dusted off the attribute of God’s superabundant ‘mercy’ which, “surpasses” the justice which he emphasized 
as important. 
“We can’t achieve our colours, true dignity, by ourselves, without redemption.” 
It has taken me 70 yrs to come to the realisation that there might be some truth in that. 
Neither can we know truly what our colours are: other people, community help us do that. 
Ultimately God’s superabundant mercy is involved. [In the meantime let’s not jump over Justice, which the prophets 
say God looks to beyond our rituals and achievements]. 
By Frank Vavasour of Redfern  
Got some thoughts? Send them through to the parish office 



 

Next Weekend is Palm Sunday  

Due to Palm Sunday liturgy being a little longer, Mass at Rosebery will commence at 9.25am and at Redfern at 11.15am. 

 Palm crosses or palms will be provided by the parish therefore it is not necessary to bring your own. 

 Keep the palms at home in a prominent place eg placed behind the crucifix. 

 Bring the dried palm back next year by Sunday 20 February (Ash Wednesday 2022 will be 2 March). 

 COVID SAFE PLAN for Palm Sunday: Palm crosses/palms will  be made available for the faithful 

to take from receptacle, rather than being handed out by a minister. Branches should not be handed 

from person to person, and must be taken home after Mass.   

 The Office for Social Justice invites you on Palm Sunday, and beyond, to pray for justice and peace in      

Myanmar.  



Liturgical Focus: Ambry 

 An ambry is the cabinet where holy oils are stored. Every church has one, though many people don’t know 

what it’s called. 

 We keep three oils there - the oil for anointing the sick, the oil for anointing catechumens, and chrism for 

baptism, confirmation, priesthood, and the consecration of altars and walls. The bishop blesses these oils in large 

containers at the chrism Mass every year (on Holy Thursday morning in the Archdiocese of Sydney). Then they 

are poured into smaller vessels and brought to all the parishes of the diocese. The ambry should be replenished 

with fresh oil every year. The old oil may be burned. 

 The shape and size of ambries varies quite a bit. The church gives very few specific instructions about its 

appearance. After the chrism Mass, the bishop is to instruct the presbyters in the sacristy about the “reverent use 

and safe custody of the holy oils.” After a priest anoints the sick, he is instructed to return the extra oil to a place 

“where it is reverently kept.” According to canon law, pastors should carefully keep all the oils “in a fitting 

manner.” With those vague instructions the design for an ambry needs only to be appropriate for its sacred 

contents and safe from vandalism, theft or some other harm. 

 The ambry may be visible or concealed. Many churches have an ambry built into a wall of the sacristy. 

Accessible to priests but virtually invisible to people, the ambry was often located there, where it would not 

intrude on the Mass. However, since ambries were kept locked with a key that could easily be lost, many priests 

have simply kept the oils in a sacristy closet or safe. 

 More and more, Catholic parishes are building beautiful ambries and placing them where they can be seen. 

We have a great respect for the sacraments in which we use these holy oils. By keeping them in dignified vessels 

and displaying them in a handsome, well-lit case, the faithful can better regard their significance. 

 Canon law also permits a priest to carry the oil of the sick with him in case of necessity. Most priests carry a 

small container in the glove compartment of their car. 

 

Copyright © 2012 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #170, 

San Jose, CA 95112, (408) 286-8505. 

 

Nourish your Faith: FORMED TV 

 

  To access (also available in Spanish): 

 -CLICK:  https://signup.formed.org/ 

    - Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY (you should see it from the drop down bar) 

    - Enter name and email  

https://signup.formed.org/


Entrance Antiphon 

Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation 
that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning 
rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 

 

First Reading Jer 31:31-34  

See, the days are coming - it is the Lord who speaks - when I 
will make a new covenant with the House of Israel and the 
House of Judah, but not a covenant like the one I made with 
their ancestors on the day I took them by the hand to bring 
them out of the land of Egypt. They broke that covenant of 
mine, so I had to show them who was master. It is the Lord 
who speaks. No, this is the covenant I will make with the 
House of Israel when those days arrive - it is the Lord who 
speaks. Deep within them I will plant my Law, writing it on 
their hearts. Then I will be their God and they shall be my 
people. There will be no further need for neighbour to try to 
teach neighbour, or brother to say to brother, ‘Learn to know 
the Lord!’ No, they will all know me, the least no less than the 
greatest - it is the Lord who speaks - since I will forgive their 
iniquity and never call their sin to mind.  

Responsorial Psalm Ps 50:3-4. 12-15. R. v.12  

(R.) Create a clean heart in me, O God.  

1. Have mercy on my, God, in your kindness. In your 
compassion blot out my offence. O wash me more and 
more from my guilt. and cleanse me from my sin. (R.)  

2. A pure heart create for me, O God, put a steadfast spirit 
within me. Do not cast me away from your presence, 
nor deprive me of your holy spirit. (R.)  

3. Give me again the joy of your help; with a spirit of 

fervour sustain me, that I may teach transgressors your 
ways and sinners may return to you. (R.)  

Second Reading Heb 5:7-9  

During his life on earth, Christ offered up prayer and entreaty, 
aloud and in silent tears, to the one who had the power to save 
him out of death, and he submitted so humbly that his prayer 
was heard. Although he was Son, he learnt to obey through 
suffering; but having been made perfect, he became for all who 
obey him the source of eternal salvation.  

Gospel Acclamation Jn 12:26  

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  

If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; and where I am, 
my servant will also be.  

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!  

Gospel Jn 12:20-33  

Among those who went up to worship at the festival were 
some Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we 
should like to see Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and 
Andrew and Philip together went to tell Jesus. Jesus replied to 
them: ‘Now the hour has come for the Son of Man to be 

glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat grain falls on 
the ground and dies, it remains only a single grain; but if it dies, 
it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life loses it; 
anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the 
eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I 
am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my 
Father will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What shall I 
say: Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your 
name!’ A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will 
glorify it again.’ People standing by, who heard this, said it was 
a clap of thunder; others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ 
Jesus answered, ‘It was not for my sake that this voice came, 
but for yours. ‘Now sentence is being passed on this world; 
now the prince of this world is to be overthrown. And when I 
am lifted up from the earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By 
these words he indicated the kind of death he would die.  

Communion Antiphon 

Everyone who lives and believes in me 
will not die for ever, says the Lord. 

Liturgy of the Word 

Reflection  

First Reading 

Jeremiah is prophesying to the Jews in Babylon. He          
interprets the unfaithfulness for which the Exile was a      
punishment as a breach of the old covenant made at the  
Exodus. The prophet looks forward to a new covenant that 
Yhwh will make with his people. 
 
This time God will write his law, not on tablets of stone, but 
in the hearts of his people. All of them will then “know” 
him, that is, live in obedience to his law. 
 
From the time of Paul, Christians have seen the fulfillment of 
this prophecy in the covenant that was established by the 
blood of Christ and that led to the outpouring of the Spirit 
into the hearts of believers (2 Cor 3:6ff). 
 
As has often been pointed out, this is the one passage in the 
Old Testament where the idea of a New Testament is      
expressly mentioned.  
 
Responsorial Psalm: 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-15 

This psalm, the Miserere, is the most famous of the         
penitential psalms. It takes up and turns into a prayer       
Jeremiah’s prophecy that under the new covenant the hearts 
of believers will be inwardly transformed, so that their sins 
will be forgiven and they may walk in the law of the Lord. 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032121-YearB.cfm

