
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

PALM SUNDAY | 27TH / 28TH MARCH 

Saturday  Sunday   5.00pm 9.30am 
 

Weekday Mass This Week 
 

Monday 29 March 7.00am Communion Service   
Rosebery 

 
Tuesday 30 March 5.00pm Holy Tuesday Mass & 

Adoration with Reconciliation, Waterloo                     
 

Wednesday 31 March 7.30am Holy Wednesday 
Mass, Rosebery 

 
Thursday 1 April 7.00pm Holy Thursday Mass of 

the Lord’s Supper, Rosebery 
 

Friday 2 April 10.00am Stations of the Cross,      
Rosebery 

 
3.00pm Good Friday Liturgy of the Passion,    

Rosebery, Redfern & Waterloo 

Registration to Easter Masses essential.    
Please call or email Parish Office. 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

 Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 

 Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

Dear friends,  

   Today we enter into Holy Week which is the most sacred time 

of our Christian faith. During these days we commemorate and 

celebrate the Life, Death and Resurrection of Jesus our Saviour. We will 

move from sombre commemoration on Holy Thursday and Good 

Friday to silent reflection on Holy Saturday before the joy of the 

Resurrection of Jesus for the Easter Vigil on Saturday night and Easter 

Sunday. Please keep in your prayers those who will be baptised, received 

into the Church and celebrate Confirmation (with approval by 

Archbishop Anthony).  

With our changed pastoral arrangement this is the first time we have an 

opportunity to celebrate Easter as the Catholic Community of City 

South. I have made arrangements for the Good Friday liturgy to be 

celebrated at each church as this seems to be the most popular and also 

taking into consideration the COVID restrictions. The other 

ceremonies will be celebrated once. I encourage you to attend the 

ceremonies even though they might not be at the church you’ve 

traditionally called ‘my church’. If you need transport please let us know 

and we will try and arrange a lift. The Crucified and Risen Lord is calling 

us to be one community “free of all divisions” as the Eucharistic prayer 

says.  

To me, Easter has a strong communal theme. In the light of the Paschal 

Candle everything makes sense and  Easter reveals the importance of 

Christian community. Christ never said go and live you faith alone! 

Indeed I would argue that living the Christian faith only makes sense 

when lived with others. We witness this in the Early Christian 

Community who gathered, prayed, supported one another, discussed 

life challenges and were nourished by being together. Over the last three 

years I have seen how the Spirit has moved us to form new 

relationships, gather in different churches and learn from each other. 

There is much to be done but I’m proud to be part of this wonderful 

adventure in a period of renewal. St Eugene de Mazenod, a French 

Bishop of the eighteenth century, said: “To love Jesus is to love the 

Church and vice versa.” I have always believed this too. I want to 

continue to dedicate my life to renewing this precious gift, to loving the 

Church, to “leave nothing undared for the Kingdom of God” (St 

Eugene). I hope you can join me…  

I look forward to making this Easter Triduum pilgrimage with you.  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Georgie Jacob; Sr Maureen Brazel (OLSH); Tina Aprea Benussi. 
 
Anniversary: Cathleen Rodrigo (27 Mar); Rodney Holmes (29 Mar); June Elizabeth Lupton (2 Apr);        
Rachelda Verardo. 
 
Deceased: Joao & Urbicia Machado; Joseph & Rose Lia; Linda (Pruney) Kemp; Rosemary Cooley;            
Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; 
Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray;                
Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett;                              
John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to 
pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Shirley Scholes; Christina O’Connor; Joan Zammitt; Assis Quintal; Carlos Chua;          
Mary Borg; Anna Siciliano; Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong:                 
Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; 
Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 
 
Birthdays: Joan Buist (29 Mar); Gina Di Cristo, Shoshanna Marrett (30 Mar); Anne Galvin (1 Apr).  
 
Wedding Anniversary: Geraldine & Joseph Jerry Arriesgado (30 Mar).  

 
Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office.                                      

Names of recently deceased will be printed in bulletin for 2 weeks and included in Prayer of Faithful for one 

week. Names of the Deceased will only be included for one week unless you notify Parish Office. 

 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 QR Code donations - You can now donate to the 
Catholic Community of City South via this QR code. You 
can donate to the first collection, Planned Giving (2nd 
Collection) or donate to the St Joseph Icon. Simply 
scan the QR code with your mobile phone camera and follow 
the links.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for monthly 

open days throughout 2021 to allow 

Sydneysiders to pray at the tomb of 

Servant of God,    Eileen O’Connor and 

learn more about this ‘saint in waiting’.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions,    numbers will be limited to 

12 visitors at any one time. The next open day is   

Sunday 2 May.  

Register online at the new Eileen O’Connor website: 

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days 

Supporting the Parish 

Baptism 

We congratulate Felix Martin 

Pereira-Ekengren  being baptised 

at  Rosebery this weekend. 

God bless you and your family. 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


The new Icon was blessed at Mass on Friday 19 

March at Rosebery. Very Rev Don Richardson, Dean 

of St Mary’s Cathedral and Dean of the City Deanery 

blessed the Icon. Until Easter one of the tap & go  

machines has been set to $20 for those who wish to 

donate towards the cost of the icon. Or scan the QR 

code and pick ‘donation’ from the dropdown bar. 
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Icon of St Joseph Donations 

Project Greeting 

This week we are praying for residents of:  

 

 Rothschild Avenue, Rosebery 

 Douglas Street, Redfern 

 Danks Street, Waterloo 

 

Next weekend we’re praying for these streets: 

 Epsom Road, Rosebery 

 Phillip Street, Redfern 

 Raglan Street, Waterloo 

If you live in or near these streets please take the 

cards at the back of the church and deliver them. If 

there are cards leftover please return to Parish     

Office (or place in letterbox 74 Rosebery Ave,  

Rosebery). 

Year of St Joseph Reflection  

“Our lives are woven together and       
sustained by ordinary people, people    
often overlooked. People who do not   
appear in newspaper and magazine    
headlines, or on the latest television 
show, yet in these very days are surely 
shaping the decisive events of our        
history. They understood that no one is 
saved alone. Each of us can discover in 

Joseph - the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and 
hidden presence - an intercessor, a support and a guide in 
times of trouble. Saint Joseph reminds us that those who    
appear hidden or in the shadows can play an incomparable 
role in the history of salvation.” 
Pope Francis, Apostolic Letter “Patris Corde”  
 
Often in life, things happen whose meaning we do not       
understand. Our first reaction is frequently one of                
disappointment and rebellion. Joseph set aside his own ideas 
in order to accept the course of events and, mysterious as they 
seemed, to embrace them, take responsibility for them and 
make them part of his own history. Unless we are reconciled 
with our own history, we will be unable to take a single step 
forward, for we will always remain hostage to our expectations 
and the disappointments that follow. – Pope Francis, Patris 
Corde  

 
 
 

Project Compassion 
 

 
For over half a century, generations of Australians have      
participated in Project Compassion, supporting vulnerable 
communities before, during and after natural disasters,      
conflicts and crises – making it one of the nation’s longest 
running charity campaigns.   
 
Please donate to Project Compassion 2021 to help       
continue empowering vulnerable communities around 
the world lift themselves and their communities out of 
poverty.  
 

You can donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, 
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413.  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Parish Dinner 
 

Our first combined parish dinner will be held at     

Doltone House, Hyde Park, on Friday 15 October. 

Tickets will be $40* inclusive of 3 course dinner, beer, 

wine , soft drink and coffee.  Children 12 years and 

under $20.00. Please purchase your tickets from the 

Parish Office. Numbers limited to 100. 

*Please contact Fr Paul if this is prohibitive. No one 

should miss out! 

Community Noticeboard 

Rosebery Construction Update 

Candelabra Donations 

 

During Lent all funds given via the Candelabra will be  

donated to the Mission of Our Lady of Lourdes     

Phetchabun in Thailand. This Mission in rural Thailand 

supports vulnerable families in education, and basic liv-

ing arrangements. I have known the Parish Priest Fr 

June   Ongart OMI for many years and know of his ded-

ication and energy for the people of God. Fr Paul  

Year of St Joseph  

 

There are some resources that have been developed for the   

Year of St Joseph and in particular in preparation for the      

Solemnity of St Joseph on 19 March.  

You can pick up a Prayer Card on which is printed the 

Prayer to St Joseph from Pope Francis’ exhortation      

Patris Corde. 

There are also Family Entrustment to St Joseph certificates 

which families can use to prayerfully place themselves   

under the patronage of St Joseph in this year. 

They will be available for collection as you enter each of 

the Churches.  

Redfern 

 

You are invited to weekly Meditation at 5.00pm  

Scripture Sharing 6.00pm 

At St Vincent de Paul Church, Redfern 

More info:  

Joelle Battestini- Newman  

battestininewmanjoelle@gmail.com 

Please register by phone or email 

for all Easter Liturgies as 

Restrictions still apply to                

church capacity. 

Maintenance program has commenced at Waterloo, 

which will be ongoing for the next 16 weeks. Scaffolding 

will be erected, so please be mindful, aware and careful 

when attending services at Waterloo. 

Waterloo Construction Update 

 The Early Learning centre is on track for      

completion in mid June. After Easter the fence 

will be moved to in front of the front doors of 

the church and entry will be via the side 

door.  

 The old convent will be demolished soon for 

construction to start on the primary school.  

 Church renovation plans have completed and 

tender documents are being compiled.   

Redfern Church Audio 

Last year a family of rats moved into the Redfern 

church and also to Jarjum College. The rodents have 

now been terminated and the family gone to a better 

place. However, before they were permanently evicted 

they did some damage to the wires of the church with a 

particular preference for the audio wires. I have taken 

the opportunity to replace the wires and improve the 

sound quality of the audio system..  

New letters have also been installed at the front of St 

Vincent’s church replacing the ones that have fallen off. 

These letters will be much harder to fall off! 



Veiling Statues 

Easter Timetable  

Date & Liturgy Time Place 

Holy Tuesday, 30 March 

Mass & Adoration with    

Reconciliation  

5.00pm – 7.00pm OLMC, Waterloo 

Holy Wednesday, 31 March, 

Mass 

7.30am St Joseph, Rosebery 

Holy Thursday, 1 April, Mass 

of the Lord’s Supper 

7.00pm St Joseph, Rosebery  

Good Friday, 2 April,      

Stations of the Cross 

10am St Joseph, Rosebery 

Good Friday, 2 April,       

Liturgy of the Passion 

3.00pm (Fr Peter) 

3.00pm (Fr Danny) 

3.00pm (Fr Paul) 

St Joseph, Rosebery 

OLMC Waterloo 

St Vincent, Redfern 

Easter Vigil, 3 April,        

Mass 

6.30pm OLMC Waterloo 

Easter Sunday, 4 April 7.30am & 9.30am 

11.00am 

St Joseph, Rosebery 

St Vincent, Redfern 

Normal Mass Times 6, 7 & 9 April 

No weekday Mass: 13, 14 & 16 April   

The veiling of statues during the last week of Lent is permitted in Catholic Churches throughout Australia. 
 
In the past, crosses and statues in all churches were covered in purple before the Fifth Sunday of Lent. The 
cloth had to be opaque and free of symbols. For example, you could not cover a cross with a cloth        
decorated with a cross. The stations of the cross were left unveiled.  Crosses remained covered until Good 
Friday, when the cross for veneration was solemnly unveiled. The Easter Vigil used to be celebrated on 
Holy Saturday morning, and statues were unveiled during the Glory to God. Wherever that was difficult, 
they were uncovered later in the day. 
 
The custom promotes sorrow among the faithful preparing to celebrate the Passion of Christ. It also recalls 
an       incident in John’s gospel where Jesus escaped death by stoning when “he hid himself” because his 
hour had not yet come (8:59). 
 
As Bishop Elliott of Melbourne  remarks, "The custom of veiling crosses and images ... has much to    
commend it in terms of religious psychology, because it helps us to concentrate on the great essentials of 
Christ's work of Redemption." 
 
Families are also encouraged to imitate this practice and veil prominent religious images in their homes. It 
helps us to participate in the liturgical season, especially if we are prevented from going to Mass during the 
week. 





Liturgical Focus: Holy Land Collection—Good Friday 2 April 

The annual collection for the support of the church in the Holy Land will take place on Good Friday. This 
collection promotes the missionary work of the Church in the Holy Land by providing welfare assistance to local 
Christians in areas such as health, education, employment and housing. Parishes, schools, orphanages and medical 
centres throughout the Holy Land also rely on assistance from this collection. It is also used to maintain over 70 
churches and shrines associated with the life of Jesus. Last year, due to the global pandemic, it was an extremely 
difficult time for the Church and people of the Holy Land with very little income due to the lack of pilgrims and 
the closure of churches around the world. Despite this, Australian Catholics did manage to donate $406,000 
(compared to the $1.3 million in 2019). This year, the Holy Land will continue to face an extreme shortfall in 
income due to the ongoing effects of the pandemic and so we are urging Catholics around the world to be as 
generous as possible. Please remember the Christians of the Holy Land on Good Friday and please keep them in 
your prayers.  
 

Donation envelopes will be available on Good Friday for donations by cash or credit card.                          
Thank you in advance for your support and prayers. 

This weekend is Palm Sunday  

Due to Palm Sunday liturgy being a little longer, Mass at Rosebery will commence at 9.25am and at Redfern at 11.15am. 

 Palm crosses or palms will be provided by the parish therefore it is not necessary to bring your own. 

 Keep the palms at home in a prominent place eg placed behind the crucifix. 

 Bring the dried palm back next year by Sunday 20 February (Ash Wednesday 2022 will be 2 March). 

 COVID SAFE PLAN for Palm Sunday: Palm crosses/palms will  be made available for the faithful 

to take from receptacle, rather than being handed out by a minister. Branches should not be handed 

from person to person, and must be taken home after Mass.   

 The Office for Social Justice invites you on Palm Sunday, and beyond, to pray for justice and peace in      

Myanmar.  



Entrance Antiphon 

Six days before the Passover, 
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; 
in their hands they carried palm branches 
and with a loud voice cried out: 
* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 
O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory!  
Who is this king of glory? 
He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 
* Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

Entrance Jn 12:12-16  

A great crowd who had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to 
Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, 
crying, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, the king 
of Israel!’ And Jesus found a young ass and sat upon it; as is written: ‘Fear 
not, daughter Zion; behold, your king is coming, sitting on an ass’s colt!’ His 
disciples did not understand this at first; but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that this had been written of him and had been done to 
him. First Reading Is 50:4-7 I did not cover my face against insult and I know 
I will not be ashamed. The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I 
may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with speech. Each 
morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened 
my ear. For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered 
my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I 
did not cover my face against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, 
so that I am untouched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know 
I shall not be shamed.  

First Reading Is 50:4-7  
The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. 
So that I may know how to reply to the wearied he provides me with 
speech. 
Each morning he wakes me to hear, to listen like a disciple. 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who 
tore at my beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
 
 
 

The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R. v.2  

(R.) My God, my God, why have you abandoned me?  

1. All who see me deride me. They curl their lips, they toss their heads. 
‘He trusted in the Lord, let him save him; let him release him if this is 
his friend.’ (R.)  

2. Many dogs have surrounded me, a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet. I can count every one of 
my bones. (R.)  

3. They divide my clothing among them. They cast lots for my robe. O 
Lord, do not leave me alone, my strength, make haste to help me! 
(R.)  

4. I will tell of your name to my brethren and praise you where they are 
assembled. ‘You who fear the Lord give him praise; all sons of Jacob, 
give him glory. Revere him, Israel’s sons.’ (R.)  

Second Reading Phil 2:6-11  

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men 
are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is 
above all other names so that all beings in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every tongue 
should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

Gospel Acclamation Phil 2:8-9  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name above all 
other names.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory!  

Gospel shorter form Mk 15:1-39  

Please refer to separates sheets (Rosebery & Redfern) or Screen (Waterloo) to 
participate in the Reading of the Passion by saying the crowd parts.  

Communion Antiphon 

Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, 
your will be done. 

Liturgy of the Word 

https://www.liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cisa#isa050

