
Parish Matters 
Parish Office Hours: Tue & Fri 10am - 2pm, Wed & Thu 10am - 1pm. 

Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office Manager: Maria Awad  

Office Address: 74 Rosebery Ave, Rosebery NSW 2018 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |   

www.citysouthcatholiccommunity.org.au 

 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD | 3RD / 4TH APRIL 

Saturday  Sunday   5.00pm 9.30am 
 

 
Weekday Mass This Week 

 
 

Monday 5 April 7.00am Communion Service   
Rosebery 

 
Tuesday 6 April 5.00pm Holy Tuesday Mass   

 
Wednesday 7 April 7.30am Mass, Rosebery 

 
Friday 8 April 8.00am Mass, Redfern  

 

No weekday Masses next week 

 

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

 Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 

 Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

  Resurrection Icon, Sophie Hacker (Contemporary Artist) 

Cotgrave Church, Nottinghamshire, UK  

 

Dear friends,  

 Recently someone from another parish said to me that he didn’t 

understand why in the Apostles Creed it says that Jesus descended into 

hell. He thought saying Jesus went to hell wasn’t right and declared that 

the Church must be wrong!  The Church’s consistent faith and tradition 

teaches that Jesus died and therefore entered the realm of the dead or 

hell but death would not have the last word. Our Tradition also says 

that by descending into death or Sheol, which is translated as hell, Jesus 

rescued those trapped in death. This is echoed in the Catechism of the 

Catholic Church (632) when it says: “The frequent New Testament 

affirmations that Jesus was "raised from the dead" presuppose that the 

crucified one sojourned in the realm of the dead prior to his 

resurrection. This was the first meaning given in the apostolic preaching 

to Christ's descent into hell: that Jesus, like all men, experienced death 

and in his soul joined the others in the realm of the dead. But he 

descended there as Saviour, proclaiming the Good News to the spirits 

imprisoned there.” By the expression "He descended into hell", the 

Apostles' Creed confesses that Jesus did really die and through his death 

for us, conquered death and the devil. This Truth offers us renewed 

faith, hope and love. Happy Easter…  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Winifred D’Costa; Margaret (Peggy) Martin – Baker; Georgie Jacob. 
 
Anniversary: June Elizabeth Lupton (2 Apr); Edgard Caffari (4 Apr); Reg Buist, Antonio Comas, Alice Balbi (8 Apr) 
 
Deceased: Michael Poulton;  Fr Terence Purcell; Rosemary Cooley; Mio Family; Tina Aprea – Benussi; Carmen Bonello; 
Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; 
Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & 
Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially 
those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Christina O’Connor; Joan Zammitt; Assis Quintal; Carlos Chua; Mary Borg; Anna Siciliano; 
Mariazinha Quintal; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese 
Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; 
Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Michael Steel (5 Apr); Sixto Viray (6 Apr); Sybilla Galvin (8 Apr). 
 

Wedding Anniversary: John & Trish Sciberras (9 Apr).  

Please place your Mass Intentions in the collection plate or contact the Parish Office.                                      

Names of recently deceased will be printed in bulletin for 2 weeks and included in Prayer of Faithful for one 

week. Names of the Deceased will only be included for one week unless you notify Parish Office. 

 

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the 
parish: 

 Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the 
Parish Office for details.  

 Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab. 

 Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be 
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office 
for more details. 

 In person - leave in Office letterbox or visit Parish Office. 

 QR Code donations - You can now donate to the 
Catholic Community of City South via this QR code. You 
can donate to the first collection, Planned Giving (2nd 
Collection) or donate to the St Joseph Icon. Simply 
scan the QR code with your mobile phone camera and follow 
the links.  

Open Days at Coogee to honour                          
Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up its home at 35 Dudley 

Street, Coogee to visitors for monthly 

open days throughout 2021 to allow 

Sydneysiders to pray at the tomb of 

Servant of God,    Eileen O’Connor and 

learn more about this ‘saint in waiting’.  Due to 

COVID-19 restrictions,    numbers will be limited to 

12 visitors at any one time. The next open day is   

Sunday 2 May.  

Register online at the new Eileen O’Connor website: 

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days 

Supporting the Parish 

Easter Offering 

At Easter, we remember the Priests of the 
Archdiocese. If you are able to, please use the Easter 
Offering envelopes provided to donate to a Central 
Fund that attends to the needs of the priests of the 
Archdiocese. These include: sick priests, priests in 
special works, migrant chaplains and priests 
undertaking further studies. Some of these priests are 
often “out of sight, out of mind” but they do need to 
be supported.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days


The new Icon was blessed at Mass on Friday 19 

March at Rosebery. Very Rev Don Richardson, 

Dean of St Mary’s Cathedral and Dean of the 

City Deanery blessed the Icon. Until Easter one 

of the tap & go  machines has been set to $20 for 

those who wish to donate towards the cost of the 

icon. Or scan the QR code and pick ‘donation’ 

from the dropdown bar. 
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Icon of St Joseph Donations 

Project Greeting 

 

This week we are praying for residents of:  

 

 Epsom Road, Rosebery 

 Phillip Street, Redfern 

 Raglan Street, Waterloo 

 

There will be a two week break, however please  

continue to pray for your neighbours and            

community. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Project Compassion 
 

 
Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia! 
 
Thank you for supporting us this year as we       
demonstrate how love and compassion for our global 
community can transform lives. You have responded 
to St. Oscar Romero’s invitation to “Be More,”     
putting your compassion into action to support some 
of  the world’s most vulnerable communities. By    
aspiring to be more, you have helped change lives. 
 
Please return your boxes/envelopes as soon as      
possible. 
 
w w w. c a r i t a s . o r g . a u / p r o j e c t c o m p a s s i o n   
#projectcompassion 1800 024 413  

Baptism 

        We congratulate 

               Helen,                       

       Trent,  

                  Julyana,  

                  Noella,  

                 Stefany,  

                Jace &  

                Tao  

being received into the Church this 

weekend, through Sacrament of Baptism 

and/or Confirmation. 

  

May God bless you and your families. 



Parish Dinner 
 

Our first combined parish dinner will be held at     

Doltone House, Hyde Park, on Friday 15 October. 

Tickets will be $40* inclusive of 3 course dinner, beer, 

wine , soft drink and coffee.  Children 12 years and 

under $20.00. Please purchase your tickets from the 

Parish Office. Numbers limited to 100. 

*Please contact Fr Paul if this is prohibitive. No one 

should miss out! 

Community Noticeboard 

Rosebery Construction Update 

Candelabra Donations 

 

During Lent all funds given via the Candelabra will be  

donated to the Mission of Our Lady of Lourdes     

Phetchabun in Thailand. This Mission in rural Thailand 

supports vulnerable families in education, and basic   

living arrangements. I have known the Parish Priest Fr 

June   Ongart OMI for many years and know of his   

dedication and energy for the people of God. Fr Paul  

Year of St Joseph  

 

There are some resources that have been developed for the   

Year of St Joseph and in particular in preparation for the      

Solemnity of St Joseph on 19 March.  

You can pick up a Prayer Card on which is printed the 

Prayer to St Joseph from Pope Francis’ exhortation      

Patris Corde. 

There are also Family Entrustment to St Joseph certificates 

which families can use to prayerfully place themselves   

under the patronage of St Joseph in this year. 

They will be available for collection as you enter each of 

the Churches.  

Redfern 

 

You are invited to weekly Meditation at 5.00pm  

Scripture Sharing 6.00pm 

At St Vincent de Paul Church, Redfern 

More info:  

Joelle Battestini- Newman  

battestininewmanjoelle@gmail.com 

Maintenance program has commenced at Waterloo, 

which will be ongoing for the next 16 weeks. Scaffolding 

will be erected, so please be mindful, aware and careful 

when attending services at Waterloo. 

Waterloo Construction Update 

 The Early Learning centre is on track for      

completion in mid June. After Easter the fence 

will be moved to in front of the front doors of 

the church and entry will be via the side 

door.  

 The old convent will be demolished soon for 

construction to start on the primary school.  

 Church renovation plans have been completed 

and tender documents are being compiled.   

Redfern Church Audio 

Last year a family of rats moved into the Redfern 

church and also to Jarjum College. The rodents have 

now been terminated and the family gone to a better 

place. However, before they were permanently evicted 

they did some damage to the wires of the church with a 

particular preference for the audio wires. I have taken 

the opportunity to replace the wires and improve the 

sound quality of the audio system..  

New letters have also been installed at the front of St 

Vincent’s church replacing the ones that have fallen off. 

These letters will be much harder to fall off! 



 Easter Reflection: Rising to New Life 

  “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad.” Easter is the great celebration of victory of 
life over death. 
 
Ours is an Easter religion. We do not deny or turn away from the evils that surround us: the wars that have 
killed some 100 million people in our (last) century; the poverty that grips more than half of the human 
race; the hunger that kills millions every year and ruins the lives of millions more; the discrimination that 
divides the human family into contending parties. 
 
We do not deny these miseries, but we refuse to surrender to their power because of our faith in the       
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
Suffering will be vindicated; death will be overcome; a new life will arise: that is the Easter message of the 
paschal mystery. 
 

  “Let us feast with joy in the Lord.” Just as Christ passed through death to resurrection, so too will the world 
pass through its suffering to the glory of a new life. 
There is no room for despair: our Easter faith tells us that God will “raise us up and renew our lives.” 
This is the ‘day which the Lord has made.’ Alleluia! Take fresh hope, brothers and sisters of the whole world! 
With Christ our Passover everything is possible! Christ goes forward in our future! 
Pope John Paul II, Easter Message, 1991: 8. 

 
Gerald Darring 



From an ancient homily on Holy Saturday 

The Lord descends into hell 

Something strange is happening - there is a great silence on earth today, a great silence and stillness. The whole 

earth keeps silence because the King is asleep. The earth trembled and is still because God has fallen asleep in the 

flesh and he has raised up all who have slept ever since the world began. God has died in the flesh and Hell       

trembles with fear. He has gone to search for our first parent, as for a lost sheep. Greatly desiring to visit those who 

live in darkness and in the shadow of death, he has gone to free from sorrow the captives Adam and Eve, He who 

is both God and the Son of Eve. The Lord approached them bearing the Cross, the weapon that had won him the 

victory. At the sight of him Adam, the first man he had created, struck his breast in terror and cried out to everyone, 

‘My Lord be with you all.’ Christ answered him: ‘And with your spirit.’ He took him by the hand and raised him up, 

saying: ‘Awake, O sleeper, and rise from the dead, and Christ will give you light.’ 

I am your God, who for your sake have become your son. Out of love for you and your descendants I now by my 

own authority command all who are held in bondage to come forth, all who are in darkness to be enlightened, all 

who are sleeping to arise. I order you, O sleeper, to awake. I did not create you to be held a prisoner in Hell. Rise 

from the dead, for I am the life of the dead. Rise up, work of my hands, you who were created in my image. Rise, let 

us leave this place, for you are in me and I in you; together we form one person and cannot be separated. 

For your sake I, your God, became your son; I, the Lord, took the form of a slave; I, whose home is above the 

heavens, descended to the earth and beneath the earth. For your sake, for the sake of man, I became like a man 

without help, free among the dead. For the sake of you, who left a garden, I was betrayed to the Jews in a garden, 

and I was crucified in a garden. 

See on my face the spittle I received in order to restore to you the life I once breathed into you. See there the marks 

of the blows I received in order to refashion your warped nature in my image. On my back see the marks of the 

scourging I endured to remove the burden of sin that weighs upon your back. See my hands, nailed firmly to a tree, 

for you who once wickedly stretched out your hand to a tree. 

I slept on the Cross and a sword pierced my side for you who slept in Paradise and brought forth Eve from your 

side. My side has healed the pain in yours. My sleep will rouse you from your sleep in Hell. The sword that pierced 

Me has sheathed the sword that was turned against you. 

Rise, let us leave this place. The enemy led you out of the earthly Paradise. I will not restore you to that Paradise, 

but will enthrone you in heaven. I forbade you the tree that was only a symbol of life, but see, I who am life itself 

am now one with you. I appointed cherubim to guard you as slaves are guarded, but now I make them worship you 

as God. The throne formed by cherubim awaits you, its bearers swift and eager. The Bridal Chamber is adorned, the 

banquet is ready, the eternal dwelling places are prepared, the treasure houses of all good things lie open.              

The Kingdom of Heaven has been prepared for you from all eternity. 



St Joseph: A father in the shadows 

The Polish writer Jan Dobraczyński, in his book The Shadow of the Father,[24] tells 
the story of Saint Joseph’s life in the form of a novel. He uses the evocative image 
of a shadow to define Joseph. In his relationship to Jesus, Joseph was the earthly 
shadow of the heavenly Father: he watched over him and protected him, never 
leaving him to go his own way. We can think of Moses’ words to Israel: “In the 
wilderness… you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as one carries a 
child, all the way that you travelled” (Deut 1:31). In a similar way, Joseph acted as a 
father for his whole life.[25] 

Fathers are not born, but made. A man does not become a father simply by   
bringing a child into the world, but by taking up the responsibility to care for that 
child. Whenever a man accepts responsibility for the life of another, in some way 
he becomes a father to that person. 

Children today often seem orphans, lacking fathers. The Church too needs       
fathers. Saint Paul’s words to the Corinthians remain timely: “Though you have 
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers” (1 Cor 4:15). Every priest or bishop should be able to add, 
with the Apostle: “I became your father in Christ Jesus through the Gospel” (ibid.). Paul likewise calls the Galatians: 
“My little children, with whom I am again in travail until Christ be formed in you!” (4:19). 

Being a father entails introducing children to life and reality. Not holding them back, being overprotective or       
possessive, but rather making them capable of deciding for themselves, enjoying freedom and exploring new        
possibilities. Perhaps for this reason, Joseph is traditionally called a “most chaste” father. That title is not simply a 
sign of affection, but the summation of an attitude that is the opposite of possessiveness. Chastity is freedom from 
possessiveness in every sphere of one’s life. Only when love is chaste, is it truly love. A possessive love ultimately 
becomes dangerous: it imprisons, constricts and makes for misery. God himself loved humanity with a chaste love; 
he left us free even to go astray and set ourselves against him. The logic of love is always the logic of freedom, and 
Joseph knew how to love with extraordinary freedom. He never made himself the centre of things. He did not think 
of himself, but focused instead on the lives of Mary and Jesus. 

Joseph found happiness not in mere self-sacrifice but in self-gift. In him, we never see frustration but only trust. His 
patient silence was the prelude to concrete expressions of trust. Our world today needs fathers. It has no use for  
tyrants who would domineer others as a means of compensating for their own needs. It rejects those who confuse 
authority with authoritarianism, service with servility, discussion with oppression, charity with a welfare mentality, 
power with destruction. Every true vocation is born of the gift of oneself, which is the fruit of mature sacrifice. The 
priesthood and consecrated life likewise require this kind of maturity. Whatever our vocation, whether to marriage, 
celibacy or virginity, our gift of self will not come to fulfilment if it stops at sacrifice; were that the case, instead of 
becoming a sign of the beauty and joy of love, the gift of self would risk being an expression of unhappiness, sadness 
and frustration. 

When fathers refuse to live the lives of their children for them, new and unexpected vistas open up. Every child is 
the bearer of a unique mystery that can only be brought to light with the help of a father who respects that child’s 
freedom. A father who realizes that he is most a father and educator at the point when he becomes “useless”, when 
he sees that his child has become independent and can walk the paths of life unaccompanied. When he becomes like 
Joseph, who always knew that his child was not his own but had merely been entrusted to his care. In the end, this is 
what Jesus would have us understand when he says: “Call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, 
who is in heaven” (Mt 23:9). 

In every exercise of our fatherhood, we should always keep in mind that it has nothing to do with possession, but is 
rather a “sign” pointing to a greater fatherhood. In a way, we are all like Joseph: a shadow of the heavenly Father, 
who “makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Mt 5:45). And a 
shadow that follows his Son. 

From APOSTOLIC LETTER PATRIS CORDE OF THE HOLY FATHER FRANCIS 2021 

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn24
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.html#_ftn25


Easter Sunday Readings  

 

Entrance Antiphon 

The Lord is truly risen, alleluia. 
To him be glory and power 
for all the ages of eternity, alleluia, alleluia. 

First Reading Acts 10:34, 37-43  

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘You must 
have heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about 
Jesus of Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John 
had been preaching baptism. God had anointed him with 
the Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was 
with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all who 
had fallen into the power of the devil. Now I, and those 
with me, can witness to everything he did throughout the 
countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem itself: and also to 
the fact that they killed him by hanging him on a tree, yet 
three days afterwards God raised him to life and allowed 
him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by 
certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we 
are those witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him 
after his resurrection from the dead – and he has ordered 
us to proclaim this to his people and to tell them that God 
has appointed him to judge everyone, alive or dead. It is 
to him that all the prophets bear this witness: that all who 
believe in Jesus will have their sins forgiven through his 
name.’  

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23. R. v.24  

(R.) This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice 
and be glad 

1. Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, for his love has 
no end. Let the sons of Israel say: ‘His love has no 
end.’ (R.)  

2. The Lord’s right hand has triumphed; his right hand 
raised me up. I shall not die, I shall live and recount his 
deeds. (R.)  

3. The stone which the builders rejected has become the 
corner stone. This is the work of the Lord, a marvel in 
our eyes. (R.)  

 

Second Reading Col 3:1-4  

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, 
you must look for the things that are in heaven, where 
Christ is, sitting at God’s right hand. Let your thoughts be 
on heavenly things, not on the things that are on the 
earth, because you have died, and now the life you have is 
hidden with Christ in God. But when Christ is revealed – 
and he is your life – you too will be revealed in all your 
glory with him.  

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 Cor 5:7-8  

Alleluia, alleluia! Christ has become our paschal 
sacrifice;  

let us feast with joy in the Lord.  

Alleluia!  

 

Gospel Mk 16:1-7 

When the sabbath was over, Mary of Magdala, Mary the 
mother of James, and Salome, bought spices with which 
to go and anoint him. And very early in the morning on 
the first day of the week they went to the tomb, just as the 
sun was rising. They had been saying to one another, 
‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to 
the tomb?’ But when they looked they could see that the 
stone – which was very big – had already been rolled 
back. On entering the tomb they saw a young man in a 
white robe seated on the right hand side, and they were 
struck with amazement. But he said to them, ‘There is no 
need for alarm. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was crucified: he has risen, he is not here. See, here is 
the place where they laid him. But you must go and tell 
his disciples and Peter, “He is going before you to Galilee; 
it is there you will see him, just as he told you.”’  

 

Communion Antiphon 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed, alleluia; 

therefore let us keep the feast with the unleavened bread 

of purity and truth, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

A Contemporary icon of the Resurrection by Ivanka Demchuk  

Liturgy of the Word 


