
Mary MacKillop, our first Australian Saint, touches the heart and soul of us all. 
She walked our land and she knew its beauty and harshness, the droughts, 
floods and bushfires- she lived among its people, drawing from them the    
inspiration of her life’s works! 
 
Mary MacKillop was a woman, who in spite of the many challenges and    
hardships she faced, lived with faith and courage, she was resilient and        
tenacious and lived her life from the window of possibility rather than the 
place of limitation. She wrote to her mother, Flora in 1872 (Mary was         
excommunicated in September 1871 - February 1872) 
       
  “God has been very good to us and to me in particular in a way in 
    which He kept me up during these sad and troubled times.  
    Let us thank Him for all!” 
 
Mary MacKillop radiated compassion, peace, courage, deep love and the    
beauty of her God, for her God was a ‘good God’- a God who will take care of 
us all. 
 
Mary had great trust in the providence of God – “God will provide” was a 
favourite saying of her mother’s. Mary clothed herself constantly in God’s love 
and it was from this place she drew her strength to become a source of God’s 
love in our world. 
 
Today in this time of pandemic can we, like Mary place ourselves in complete 
trust of our ‘good God’ and with confidence say the words of Mary MacKillop: 
  

        “Have courage no matter what your crosses are” 1890 
 “God will carry you safely through every struggle” 1870 
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The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

SAINT MARY OF THE CROSS |  7TH / 8TH AUGUST 2021 

Mass will be livestreamed at 10am on 
Sunday. 
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CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Neville Cameron. 
 

Anniversary: Joseph Mizzi (6 Aug); Alice Haggar, Steve Estrada (12 Aug). 
 

Deceased: Verardo Family; Guido Verardo; Joseph & Rose Lia; Rosemary Cooley; Carmen Bonello; 
Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson;            
Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; 
Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett;                
John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly; All Souls, especially those that have no 
one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Nathan Haley; Vivienne; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; 
John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne 
Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: 
Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; 
Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; 
and all the housebound. 
 

Birthdays: Sr Rosemary Mitchell, Jim Griffiths (7 Aug); Ginelle Pereira (8 Aug); Paul Dedden, Mario 
Silveira (9 Aug); Nita Breen (11 Aug).  

Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions.  You can email or call, then 
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.  

Thank you for your support of the Parish through 
donations received, July donations total $1435. If you 
are able to donate, please use  monthly credit card debit 
(contact office to set this up), the support me tab on 
parish website (see below) or use the QR code.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This brings you to the screen below. Click on Drop Down and 

either click 1st collection, or other for 2nd collection. 

 

Open Day at Coogee to honour   

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated 

monthly Open Days to mark the       

Centenary of the death of Servant of 

God, Eileen O’Connor. The next Open 

Day will be held on Sunday 5            

September at 35 Dudley Street in Coogee from 

10:45am-1:00pm (including Mass). 

For more information and to register visit: https://

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days   

 

Supporting the Parish 

Click on “Support Us” 

The Parish has new bank account details. If you 

would like to direct transfer into parish account, 

please contact the office for details. This does not 

affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on     

website. 



Justice Matters 

Hiroshima Day is 6th August, Nagasaki the 9th. We are in 
lockdown and cannot Rally this year. Instead I have drafted 
a letter to some of our leaders: 

"We urge you to ensure that Australia signs the TPNW 
- The Treaty Prohibiting Nucelar Weapons." 

The letter pointed out the strengths of the TPNW 

1. It concentrates only on nuclear weapons 

2. It works:  In the same way as successful Treaties on 
landmines, biological and chemical weapons; 

 when nearly all the little nations have signed up then the 
major ones have done so also. 

3. It is comprehensive: Banning the manufacture, testing, 
threat of use and use of Nuclear weapons. 

4. Australia has played an important part in the landmines 
treaty ratification which makes the world a safer place: 

ICAN (Noble Peace Prize in 2017) was instigated in      
Australia.  It is to our peril if we do not look after our    
planet. Frank & Clare (Redfern)  

From the Parish Priest 

 

Dear friends,  

Vinnies Sydney Night Patrol Service is an mobile    

outreach van that aspires to serve those experiencing 

disadvantage with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, 

and work to shape a more just and compassionate  

society. The van usually offers support in Redfern 

Park, but at this time the van has been suspended due 

to COVID restrictions.  

I have granted permission for this Vinnies group to 

utilise the St Vincent de Paul Church Redfern   

throughout the week to continue to support those  

experiencing hardship and give them a ‘Hand Up’. 

The daytime contactless service will be operated in 

collaboration with Redfern Youth Connect as we cater 

to those in need with a meal, blanket, self-care packs 

and referrals.  

Those accessing this service are experiencing difficult 

circumstances as a result of the COVID lockdown and 

a range of challenges that have impacted on their lives 

such as the loss of their job, the death of the family 

breadwinner, family conflict or breakdown, mental 

health issues, financial difficulty, refugee status,      

domestic violence and/or victims of natural disaster.  

The service will run in a COVID safe manner. If you 

wish to utilise the service, you must book in a timeslot. 

There will be a security guard on duty to ensure that all 

regulations are met. The police have also been notified 

that this service is in operation.  

If you wish to donate pantry items such as canned 

food, canned fruit, milk, sugar, coffee, tea, pasta, 

soups, biscuits, they will be gratefully received. 

The service will commence Wednesday 11 August, and 

run Monday to Friday thereafter. 

All enquiries, bookings and donations via: 

Josie Charbel, Vinnies Metropolitan Van Services 
Co-ordinator m 0490 282 121  
Josie.Charbel@vinnies.org.au  

  

God bless,   

mailto:Josie.Charbel@vinnies.org.au


Don’t forget the Parish has a       
subscription to FORMED TV which 
features catholic content that is         
entertaining and informative: 

To access (also available in Spanish): - 

CLICK: https://signup.formed.org/ -  

Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY 
(you should see it from the drop down 
bar) - Enter name and email  

Liturgy Matters: Chasuble 

 

 The chasuble is the large outer garment a priest wears at Mass. 

Only a priest (or bishop) wears one and only at Mass. The single 

exception is on Good Friday, when we have no Mass, but the priest who 

presides at the Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion wears the chasuble, linking 

the Liturgy from Holy Thursday to Easter. Its colour announces the 

season or feast. 

 The chasuble is worn over the alb (a symbol of baptism) and the 

stole (symbol of authority). The beauty and dignity of this visible 

eucharistic vestment is essential in a properly ordered liturgy. A wide 

variety of styles of chasuble has evolved over the centuries, each having 

its own district contribution to Catholic worship and art. The integrity of 

these different ‘shapes’ should be respected, because there is no such 

thing as a ‘correct’ style of chasuble, although the architecture of a church 

may favour a specific style. Its distinctive beauty should be derived from 

material and form of the whole garment rather than its decoration. 

Attention should be paid to the quality of fabric and the skilled 

workmanship involved in making the gracious sacerdotal vestment 

common to all Rites in the West and most Rites in the East.  

Traditionally, the chasuble is seen to represent the charity of Christ which 

‘covers all things’ (Colossians 3:14). In the context of celebrating the 

Eucharistic Sacrifice, this symbol of charity should surely take precedence 

over the symbol of the stole, which symbolises authority. Therefore, is 

seems rather unfitting that the stole be worn over the chasuble.  

Liturgical Colours 

White – symbol of festival and joy, resurrection and is worn for 

solemnities and feasts of Our Lord and Our Lady, in the festive seasons 

and on other special days. White may also be worn for funerals.  

Red – symbol of Holy Spirit and Blood. Worn for Pentecost, on Passion 

(Palm) Sunday, Good Friday, at votive Masses of the Holy Spirit, the 

Precious Blood and feasts of martyrs.  

Green - symbol of Ordinary Time. Green is the most dominant colour of 

creation.  

Rose - symbol of joy and worn on third Sunday of Advent and the fourth 

Sunday of Lent.  

Violet (purple) - worn during lent and Advent as well as All Souls Day. 

This colour symbolises God’s mercy and love and is therefore 

appropriate to use at funerals.  

© Bishop Peter Elliott (Emeritus Auxiliary Bishop of Melbourne) 

Canice’s Kitchen School Sleepout 

Have you ever had to sit in wet clothes 
with no way to get dry? This is one of 
the realities our homeless community 
face on a regular basis. This July, we are 
inviting young people to understand 
firsthand what sleeping rough means. 
Kids aged 12-18 years can pitch a tent, 
grab a sleeping and connect virtually via 
zoom, to learn from men and women 
who experienced homelessness as   
teenagers and then take part in a series 
of overnight challenges that mimic the 
realities of living on the street. Get your 
community involved today and make a 
difference in breaking the cycle of youth 
homelessness. For more information 
visit www.caniceskitchen.org. 

http://www.caniceskitchen.org


 My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if  You were already there  

and unite myself  wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

Sign the No Euthanasia Petition to prevent state-sanctioned killing in NSW, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is urging 
all Catholics to sign an e-petition to prevent the NSW parliament passing laws that sanction the killing of vulnerable human 

beings. There is never a good time to introduce laws such as this, but to do so in the middle of a pandemic and amidst       
lockdowns adversely affecting the lives and livelihoods of millions is unconscionable. 

 
Our sick and elderly have already suffered 17 months of increasing isolation and right now that is being intensified. Meanwhile, 
people are losing their jobs, businesses are going under, families are under the pressures of schooling and working from home, 
people’s movements are severely restricted, and depression rates are up. The last thing we need to hear from our leaders in this 

situation is a pro-suicide message. Please sign this petition, calling on the Government to keep us focused on the present    
challenges and once they have been met, let us focus on medicine at its best and not its most lethal. 

 
https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/protect_life_nsw  

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/8qgzx/2218567/cFjA9tebQJqv4Pi6aOHi7fCf32GZzhsemfv2nRjT.html


Gospel Reflection 

Seek first the kingdom of God * 

Colossians 3:12-17; Matthew 6:25-34 

Reading the Gospel in the context of this feast, it is difficult to step aside from the life experience of Mary Mackillop to offer an 

objective commentary. So much of this text speaks to the spirituality and also the struggle of this great Australian Saint. 

It is important to place this short text within its wider literary context as a part of Matthew’s great Sermon on the Mount which 

begins in Matthew 5. Here, as Matthew describes it, Jesus goes up a mountain and sits down. By this action Matthew indicates 

Jesus’ role as a teacher in the tradition of Moses. As Moses delivered the Law on Mt Sinai, now Jesus teaches the values for his 

community: the poor are considered blessed, as are those who seek peace, and those persecuted for the sake of righteousness. 

The sermon continues with Jesus reinterpreting the Mosaic Law placing more emphasis on the inner attitudes a person has and 

not simply on external actions. This reinterpretation takes the form, ‘you have heard it said … but I say to you’. 

Chapter 6 then moves into teaching on prayer and fasting. In all these ways Jesus teaches his disciples that what matters is the 

attitude one has towards others, towards wealth and especially towards God. This attitude is summed up in the first beatitude – 

to have a poverty of spirit that lives with utter confidence in God’s gratuitous love. Today’s Gospel then follows. 

This passage goes into more detail about what poverty of spirit looks like. Jesus uses many images to teach his disciples the 

foolishness of anxiety. God’s generosity in nature should lead them to trust God’s generosity towards them. The birds of the air 

are fed; the flowers in the field are arrayed in splendid colours. For disciples, the true treasure is the life of God. This is to be 

the primary concern. 

This section within the Sermon on the Mount is referred to as the ‘teaching on anxieties’. Scholars note that there is here an 

essential paradox between two different horizons – the present and the future. In the present disciples are counselled – ‘be not 

anxious’; and for the future, ‘seek first the Kingdom and righteousness of God’. Security in this world seems to be only possible 

through having sufficient wealth for food and clothes. This can create an illusion that life is under control. Jesus’ teaching is a 

reminder that such a sense of self-sufficiency is an illusion. Life is not under my control. Life is utterly gift of God and so the 

only truthful way of living is to live within the graciousness of God and let go the illusions of management. 

When reflecting on the Religious Congregation she founded and its difficulties, Mary MacKillop spoke in words that reflect 

Jesus’ teaching on anxiety. 

‘Don't be troubled about the future of the Institute; I am not. He Whose work it is will take care of it.’ 

The passage from Colossians, chosen for this Feast, expresses the Christian virtues that were obvious in Mary MacKillop’s life – 

compassion, kindness, humility, meekness and patience. Above all, Mary exemplified the virtue of patient forbearance and for-

giveness in her dealings with Church authorities. She suffered through excommunication with dignity and faithfulness to the 

church, while also being a woman of courage and single-minded determination to provide education for those in need. There is 

much in her life to celebrate and give thanks for – and much to emulate. 

* The Greek term basileia is usually translated as reign or Kingdom of God. This can suggest a spatial reality rather than 

a relational concept. I use the term ‘kindom’ in an attempt to show that Jesus’ teaching about the basileia is not about a political 

or spatial concept but rather a new relationship with God. 

© Mary Coloe 

 

 

 

Dr Mary Coloe PBVM is a Presentation sister and teaches in the field of New Testament studies at the Yarra Theological Union. She was 

Associate Professor in New Testament at the Australian Catholic University and has taught at Boston College, the Jesuit School of Theology 

Berkeley, and at the Ecce Homo Biblical Institute Jerusalem. 

Her specialist research areas include the Gospel of John and early Jewish Christian relationships. Dr Coloe has written numerous books, 

essays and journal articles on these and other topics and is a member of Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas and other biblical associations. 

Her home page is http://dlibrary.acu.edu.au/staffhome/macoloe/ 



Entrance Antiphon 
Come, you blessed of my Father, says the Lord: 
I was sick and you visited me. 
Amen, I say to you: whatever you did 
for one of the least of my brethren, 
you did it for me. 

  
Penitential Act  

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 

mysteries. 
A brief pause for silence follows. 
The Priest then says: 
 
I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
And, striking their breast, they say: 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
Then they continue: 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 
The absolution by the Priest follows: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
The people reply: 
Amen. 
(V.) Lord, have mercy. 
(R.) Lord, have mercy. 
(V.) Christ, have mercy. 
(R.) Christ, have mercy. 
(V.) Lord, have mercy. 
(R.) Lord, have mercy. 
 
Gloria  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 

have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow. 

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, 

and became man*. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

Communion Antiphon 

This is how all will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another, says the Lord. 

Texts for Mass 



First Reading 1 Kgs 17:7-16  

And then the word of the Lord came to Elijah, ‘Up and go to 
Zarephath, a Sidonian town, and stay there. I have ordered a 
widow there to give you food.’ So he went off to Sidon. And 
when he reached the city gate, there was a widow gathering 
sticks. Addressing her he said, ‘Please bring a little water in a 
vessel for me to drink.’ She was setting off to bring it when 
he called after her. ‘Please,’ he said ‘bring me a scrap of bread 
in your hand.’ ‘As the Lord your God lives,’ she replied ‘I 
have no baked bread, but only a handful of meal in a jar and 
a little oil in a jug; I am just gathering a stick or two to go and 
prepare this for myself and my son to eat, and then we shall 
die.’ But Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, go and do as 
you have said; but first make a little scone of it for me and 
bring it to me, and then make some for yourself and for your 
son. For thus the Lord speaks, the God of Israel: “Jar of 
meal shall not be spent, jug of oil shall not be emptied, 
before the day when the Lord sends rain on the face of the 
earth.”’ The woman went and did as Elijah told her and they 
ate the food, she, himself and her son. The jar of meal was 
not spent nor the jug of oil emptied, just as the Lord had 
foretold through Elijah.  

Responsorial Psalm Ps 62:1-8  

(R.) My soul clings to you; your right hand holds me 
fast.  

1. O God, you are my God, for you I long; for you my 
soul is thirsting. My body pines for you like a dry, 
weary land without water. (R.)  

2. So I gaze on you in the sanctuary to see your strength 
and your glory. For your love is better than life, my 
lips will speak your praise. (R.)  

3. So I will bless you all my life, in your name I will lift 
up my hands. My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 
my mouth shall praise you with joy. (R.)  

4. 4. On my bed I remember you. On you I muse 
through the night for you have been my help; in the 
shadow of your wings I rejoice. (R.)  

Second Reading Col 3:12-17  

You are God’s chosen race, his saints; he loves you, and you 
should be clothed in sincere compassion, in kindness and 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with one another; 
forgive each other as soon as a quarrel begins. The Lord has 
forgiven you; now you must do the same. Over all these 
clothes, to keep them together and complete them, put on 

love. And may the peace of Christ reign in your hearts, 
because it is for this that you were called together as parts of 
one body. Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in 
all its richness, find a home with you. Teach each other, and 
advise each other, in all wisdom. With gratitude in your 
hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; 
and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.  

Gospel Acclamation Mt 27:55  

Alleluia, alleluia!  

Many women were there by the cross, watching from a 
distance, the same women who had followed Jesus and 
looked after him.  

Alleluia!  

Gospel Mt 6:25-34  

Jesus said to his disciples:  I am telling you not to worry 
about your life and what you are to eat, nor about your body 
and what you are to wear. Surely life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothing! Look at the birds in the sky. 
They do not sow or reap or gather into barns; yet your 
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more 
than they are? Can any of you, however much you worry, add 
one single cubit to your span of life? And why worry about 
clothing? Think of the flowers growing in the fields; they 
never have to work or spin: yet I assure you that not even 
Solomon in all his royal robes was clothed like ne of these. 
Now if that is how God clothes the wild flowers growing in 
the field which are there today and thrown into the furnace 
tomorrow, will he not much more look after you, you have 
so little faith? So do not worry; do not say, “What are we to 
eat? What are we to drink? What are we to wear?” It is the 
gentiles who set their hearts on all these things. Your 
heavenly Father knows you need them all. Set your hearts on 
his kingdom first, and on God’s saving justice, and all these 
other things will be given you as well. So do not worry about 
tomorrow: tomorrow will take care of itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and        

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your   

Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

"The effective protection of minors and a commitment to ensure their human and spiritual development, in keeping 

with the dignity of the human person, are integral parts of the Gospel message that the Church and all members of 

the faithful are called to spread throughout the world." Chirograph of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Institution 

of a Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors [22 March 2014]. 


