
Dear friends,  
   
On Thursday the priests of the Archdiocese joined Archbishop         
Anthony on Zoom for our clergy meeting. The topic this week was the 
upcoming Plenary Council. This is a very important and defining      
moment in the history of the Catholic Church in Australia. Please pray 
for its success. The topics of the Council will focus on how the Church 
can honour the mission and vision of the Gospel in a climate of        
secularism. Pope Francis talks about Synodality which means a way to 
“seek to achieve some sensus ecclesiae (to feel with the entire church). It 
is not about limiting or eliminating the decision-making power of the 
pope or that of the bishops. In fact, it affirms that and strengthens it, 
demanding that their decisions emerge from sincere consultation and 
seeking consensus, since every exercise of authority in the church is to 
be at the service of the people of God.” (Hosffman Ospino) It’s so   
important to listen, discern, read the signs of the times in the light of the 
Gospel. My hope is that the Council encourages renewed structures 
where parish priests, as leaders of the parish, form closer bonds with 
parishioners in forming missionary disciples, that our Catholic schools 
receive a renewed religious education curriculum and that we learn to 
listen and accompany people on the journey without making them feel 
uncomfortable.  
 

The exterior remediation work at Our Lady of Mt Carmel has now been 
completed. I want to thank Richard Lock from HBS and his talented 
team in restoring our beautiful church. Thanks also to the Finance team, 
the Archdiocesan property team and the heritage consultants in        
supporting this project. I want to acknowledge Monsignor Greg Flynn 
who initiated the original scope of works in 2014. I sent him pictures of 
the church recently and he was overwhelmed. He said “I look forward 
to the end of lockdown so I can visit to see for myself and to run my 
hands over the walls into which so many prayers have seeped.”  
 

The renovation of Rosebery church has made progress and you can see 
my video report on the parish Facebook page.  
 

As the numbers of COVID 19 increase I have volunteered (among    
other priests in the deanery) to be a backup to the priest chaplains at St 
Vincent’s hospital. During the week I began the induction process to be 
COVID ready in the event I am needed. Please keep the nurses, doctors 
and pastoral team in your prayers during this time. They do such an 
amazing job and need all our support.  
 
God Bless,  

Parish Matters 
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office: Maria Awad (Secretary), Ruth Rawlinson (Admin Manager) 

Monday to Friday 10am to 1pm 

Office Address: Our Lady of Mt Carmel,                                    

 2 Kellick Street, Waterloo 2017 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |  www.citysouthcatholic.org.au 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | 4TH / 5TH SEP 2021 

Mass will be livestreamed at 10am on 
Sunday. 

 

  

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

 Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  

A Prayer for Fathers and                             
Father Figures 

 
We give our thanks, Creator God, for the fathers 

in our lives.  
We ask for Your blessings for them all and    

forgiveness where it is needed. We remember the 
many sacrifices fathers make for their children and 
families,  and the ways they lift children to achieve 

dreams thought beyond reach.                             
So too, we remember all those who have helped fill 

the void when fathers pass early or are            
absent; grandfathers and uncles, brothers and 
cousins, teachers, pastors and coaches and the 

women of our families. 
In Your Holy name, O God, we pray.  

Amen. 



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Fermin D'Souza; Howard Hastings; Fr John Neill OP; Fr Romuald Josko; Alma Hodge. 
 
Anniversary: Marcus Maguire (31 Aug); Stephanie D’Souza (2 Sep); Phyllis A. Lupton (4 Sep); Brian Lawrence 
(6 Sep); Egizia Valencic (8 Sep); Luizinha D’Souza, Teddy O’Leary (10 Sep).  
 
Deceased: Edgard Caffari: Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & 
Rose Lia; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia 
Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; 
Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen 
Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; 
All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen Heggie; Evelyn C. 
Luga; John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne 
Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine 
Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana 
Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Sandy Wooden (6 Sep); Canada Harjanto, Giuliana Papagianopoulos (7 Sep); Andrew Luce (8 Sep); 
Genevieve Bevilacqua (9 Sep).  

Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions.  You can email or call, then 
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.  

Thank you to all who are supporting the parish 

financially during lockdown.  During the month of 

August, donations received for 2nd Collection:  

Envelopes $635.00, Cash $1,100.00 and Direct 

Deposit $1,790.00 Total $3,525.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Support Us, then either 1st Collection or Other 
for 2nd Collection. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Open Day at Coogee to honour   

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated 

monthly Open Days to mark the       

Centenary of the death of Servant of 

God, Eileen O’Connor. For more      

information and to register visit: https://

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days   

Supporting the Parish 

The Parish has new bank account details. If you 

would like to direct transfer into parish account, 

please contact the office for details. This does not 

affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on website. 

Online donations can be made through the Parish 

website (see photo). Alternatively please donate using 

the QR code or call the Parish Office with your credit 

card details. 



Don’t forget the Parish has a subscription to 
FORMED TV which features catholic content that is  
entertaining and informative: 

To access (also available in Spanish): - 

CLICK: https://signup.formed.org/ -  

Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY (you should see it 
from the drop down bar) - Enter name and email  

Care Packages Available  
 

Dear friends,  

Vinnies Sydney Night Patrol Service is an mobile    

outreach van that aspires to serve those experiencing 

disadvantage with love, respect, justice, hope and joy, 

and work to shape a more just and compassionate  

society. The van usually offers support in Redfern 

Park, but at this time the van has been suspended due 

to COVID restrictions.  

I have granted permission for this Vinnies group to 

utilise the St Vincent de Paul Church Redfern   

throughout the week to continue to support those  

experiencing hardship and give them a ‘Hand Up’. 

The daytime contactless service will be operated in 

collaboration with Redfern Youth Connect as we cater 

to those in need with a meal, blanket, self-care packs 

and referrals.  

Those accessing this service are experiencing difficult 

circumstances as a result of the COVID lockdown and 

a range of challenges that have impacted on their lives 

such as the loss of their job, the death of the family 

breadwinner, family conflict or breakdown, mental 

health issues, financial difficulty, refugee status,      

domestic violence and/or victims of natural disaster.  

The service will run in a COVID safe manner. If you 

wish to utilise the service, you must book in a timeslot. 

There will be a security guard on duty to ensure that all 

regulations are met. The police have also been notified 

that this service is in operation.  

If you wish to donate pantry items such as canned 

food, canned fruit, milk, sugar, coffee, tea, pasta, 

soups, biscuits, they will be gratefully received. 

The service commenced Wednesday 11 August, will  

run Monday to Friday thereafter. 

All enquiries, bookings and donations via: 

Josie Charbel, Vinnies Metropolitan Van Services      
Co-ordinator m 0490 282 121  
Josie.Charbel@vinnies.org.au  

COVID 19 restrictions  

 

The current Health orders means churches are 

closed. Explicitly going to the church is not a valid 

reason to leave your house. However, a priest is 

allowed to visit for pastoral reasons such as   

anointing of the sick in case of danger of death or 

serious illness. I always greet people on my daily 

walks!! 

Fr Paul  

mailto:Josie.Charbel@vinnies.org.au


Pope Francis denies reports that he considered resigning due to ill health 
 

Extract of an article taken from America Magazine 
Gerard O’Connell  
September 1 2021 
 
 

Pope Francis has denied that he considered resigning due to ill-health as various media outlets, citing an unnamed source in     
Argentina, had reported. “I don’t know where they got it from last week that I was going to resign.... It didn’t even cross my 
mind,” he told COPE, the radio network run by the Spanish Episcopal Conference, in the first interview he has given since his 
July 4 operation. 
He said he learned about the rumours of his resignation from Eva Fernandez, COPE’s Vatican correspondent, and commented 
with humour, “Whenever a pope is ill, there is always a breeze or hurricane of conclave!” The 90-minute interview was broadcast 
this morning, September 1. COPE provided a Spanish transcript with an English translation. This article focuses on some of the 
issues the pope addressed. 
A Nurse Saved His Life 
Francis revealed that a nurse, “a very experienced man” who has worked at the Vatican’s health service for 30 years, “saved my 
life.” He said the nurse told him that he needed surgery even when others advocated that it was “better [to treat it] with           
antibiotics.” Francis remarked that “it is the second time in my life that a nurse has saved my life.” Italian media identified the 
nurse as Massimiliano Strappetti, a 52-year-old man, who trained and worked as a nurse at the Gemelli Hospital in Rome before 
moving to the Vatican, where he also assisted Popes John Paul II and Benedict XVI. 
He took the nurse’s advice. In the interview, he said, “the diverticula” can “become deformed, necrotic….but thank God it was 
taken in time.” 
Francis confirmed that his entry to hospital on July 4 - which occurred just after he finished reciting the Angelus from the papal 
study window - had been previously scheduled, although his admission had only been publicly announced that afternoon, “when I 
was already in the preliminaries [for the operation].” He revealed that the doctors removed “33 centimetres” (almost 13 inches) of 
his intestine. As a result of the operation, the pope said: “Now, I can eat everything, which was not possible before with the    
diverticula.” Francis said that he is still taking “post-operative medicines” and “started to take things back [at work] little by little.” 
But said that otherwise, “I lead a totally normal life.” 
Foreign Travel 
Francis is scheduled to travel to Budapest, Hungary for the closing of the International Eucharistic Congress on Sept. 12. From 
there, he will travel to Bratislava, Slovakia for a three-day visit from Sept. 12 to 15. However, the pope remains conscious of the 
demanding nature of that trip, and he admitted that “maybe in this first trip I should be more careful, because one has to recover 
completely.” However, he added with a laugh that “in the end it will be the same as the others, you will see!” Additionally, Francis 
said that he plans to travel to Glasgow, Scotland, for the 26th UN Climate Change Conference of the Parties (COP 26) in        
November, “but it all depends on how I feel at that time.” He recalled that the Paris summit on climate change, which was also 
sponsored by the UN in December 2015, brought global awareness to the ecological crisis. However, he said that after the 2015 
conference, “fear set in,” and “in subsequent meetings they went backwards.” In contrast, he hopes the Glasgow meeting “will 
now raise its sights a bit and bring us more in line.” 
He also said that he hopes to visit Greece, Cyprus and Malta later this year. Vatican sources say the visit is scheduled to take place 
in early December, 
Afghanistan 
Afghanistan was at the centre of world attention when the interview took place, and Carlos Herrera, the COPE presenter, asked 
the pope whether the Vatican could “pull diplomatic strings” to try to prevent reprisals against the Afghan population or to help 
in other ways. Francis said he was “sure” that the Vatican secretary of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin - whom Francis described as 
“the best diplomat I have ever met” - is working with his team to this end, or “at least offering to help.” 
He described the situation in Afghanistan as “difficult.” “As a pastor,” he said, “I believe I must call Christians to a special prayer 
at this time. It is true that we live in a world of wars - think of Yemen - but this is something very special, it has another meaning. 
So, I am going to ask for what the church always asks for in times of great difficulty and crisis: more prayer and fasting. Prayer, 
penance and fasting, which is what is asked for in moments of crisis.” (Francis also appealed in similar terms when he addressed 
pilgrims in St. Peter’s Square on Aug. 29, soon after the interview was conducted.) 
Protection of Minors  
In speaking about the church’s efforts to eliminate the abuse of minors by clergy, Francis began by paying tribute to Cardinal Seán 
O’Malley, the archbishop of Boston, who he described as “a man who began to speak about this with courage, even though he 
was a thorn in the side of the [church] organization.” He praised the cardinal for creating the Commission for the Protection of 
Minors The pope recalled the 2019 Vatican summit in which the presidents of dozens of episcopal conferences from around the 
world gathered to discuss the church’s response to sexual abuse. “Progress has been made, and more and more progress is being 
made” to address this whole abuse issue, he said, which is “a global and serious problem.” 
 



 My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive  

You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis and our Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, encourages 

everyone to get vaccinated against COVID 19. It is safe, and  morally and ethically  

appropriate . Please consider the common good. Get vaccinated! 

As the situations in Afghanistan and Lebanon          

deteriorate, you can help to support families caught up 

in the crises. In Afghanistan, people have been forced 

from their homes, with half of the population in urgent 

need of food, water, shelter and protection. In        

Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, 

fuel, medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing  

massive fuel shortages and will soon have to turn off 

the lights. Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we 

are able to respond to crises like these and others 

across the world. Visit caritas.org.au/lebanon or 

www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 

toll free to provide much needed support.    

Humanitarian crises      

unfolding in Afghanistan 

and Lebanon  

Mass Time Changes  

I would like to propose that the Sunday 9.30am Mass at 

Rosebery change to 9.00am. This will enable me to be 

meaningfully present to people after Mass before I have 

to go to Redfern and celebrate 11am Mass. My          

experience is that I am rushing too much after 9.30am 

Mass to get to Redfern for 11am Mass. Once we get 

back to normal it is important that I am able to stay 

around for morning tea. I propose this change to take 

effect from the first Sunday in January 2022.   

Once the Early Learning Centre and Primary school 

open, we will need to reconsider weekday Mass time. 

Until then and when we are able to gather again      

weekday Masses stay the same but I propose the         

following: 

 Friday 8am Redfern (except for the 1st Friday 

which will be at 7pm in one of our parish    

churches TBA. The 1st Friday is traditionally   

dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, so this 

Mass will be a healing Mass.)  

 Confession Times 

I am also looking at more opportunities for the          

celebration of Reconciliation.  

As always if you have a suggestion to how we can work 

together please let me know.  

Fr Paul  

Sydney Catholic Archbishop, Anthony Fisher OP, has 
launched the Archbishop’s Afghan Refugee Appeal. 
The appeal will raise desperately needed funds and 
commit the Archdiocese resources of education, health 
and welfare to Afghan families and individuals fleeing 
their homeland in the wake of the Taliban takeover of 
Afghanistan. The UN and aid agencies are preparing 
for a Syria scale refugee crisis. The appeal means that 
those who find their way to Australia will have support 
and resources waiting for them. These dark times    
remind all of us that we really are our brother and our 
sisters’ keeper.  

We urge you to donate here: Archbishop’s Afghan 
Refugee Appeal  

For further information go to:  http://
justiceandpeace.org.au/ Thank you on behalf of the 
Archbishop and those most vulnerable people for your 
support. 

The Parish website is now located at: 
www.citysouthcatholic.org.au 

If you visit the old address it will re-direct you to 
the new one. 

https://www.caritas.org.au/caritas.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/ara/
https://www.ourfaithourworks.org/ara/
http://justiceandpeace.org.au/
http://justiceandpeace.org.au/
http://www.citysouthcatholic.org.au


Oil of the Sick 

 

The oil of the sick is used for a sacrament in the Catholic 

Church. Traditionally it is olive oil, but any vegetable oil will 

suffice. The bishop blesses fresh oil each year, but in case of 

necessity any priest may bless the oil for this sacrament. In 

the distant past lay people anointed the sick, but today only a 

priest or bishop may administer this sacrament. 

The sick were anointed even at the time of Christ. In Mark 

6:13, Jesus sent the disciples out to anoint the sick. James 

5:14 urges the sick to send for the elders of the church for an 

anointing. The custom of anointing the sick continued, but 

for several hundred years only the dying were anointed. The 

priest prayed for their forgiveness and anointed them on  

seven different parts of the body. 

The custom of blessing oil is ancient. One such prayer dates 

to fourth-century Egypt. In the Roman Rite the oil came to 

be blessed at a Mass with the bishop. That Mass, established 

for the consecration of chrism before the initiation rites at the 

Easter Vigil, attracted the blessing of the oil of catechumens 

and the oil of the sick. Today, a bishop blesses all three oils at 

the chrism Mass, held shortly before Easter each year in every 

diocese. 

The priest anoints the forehead and the palms of the sick, 

while praying that God will save and raise them up. The 

anointing accompanies a prayer for physical and spiritual 

healing. 

The oil of the sick is sometimes kept in a container marked 

OI for oleum infirmorum, the oil of the sick. Almost every 

priest carries some in his car. 

The anointing of the Sick is administered not only in danger 

of death but when one is seriously sick (either physically or 

mentally) or from time to time due to the burden of years.  

The current Health Orders allows priests to continue to 

celebrate this sacrament.  

OPEN DOOR - VIRTUAL PARISH GATHERING 

THURSDAY 9 SEPTEMBER  

5PM 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN:  

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 

    https://sydneycatholic.zoom.us/j/64001572345?pwd=bUU1d0MraURxSHRxOW9RcEp2SEJaUT09 

    Password: 995733 

Join from telephone (meeting ID: 640 0157 2345):    (02) 8015 2088 (Sydney) 



Entrance Antiphon 
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 

 
Penitential Act  

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 

mysteries. 
A brief pause for silence follows. 
The Priest then says: 
 
Lord Jesus, you came to fulfil the Law.  
Lord have mercy.  
Lord have mercy.  
 

You call us to have clean hearts.  
Christ have mercy.  
Christ have mercy.  
 

You reconcile us with the Father.  
Lord have mercy.  
Lord have mercy.  
 
The absolution by the Priest follows: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
Gloria  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow. 

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, 

and became man*. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

Communion Antiphon 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, 
but will have the light of life. 

Texts for Mass 

The beautiful thing about life is that 

you can always grow, change and 

get better. You aren’t defined by 

your past. 

Someone wise :)  



First Reading Is 35:4-7 
Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, 
your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution 
of God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then 
the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the dumb 
sing for joy; for water gushes in the desert, streams in the 
wasteland, the scorched earth becomes a lake, the parched 
land springs of water.  
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:7-10. R. v.1  
(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just 

to those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread 
to the hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. 
(R.)  

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who 
raises up those who are bound down, the Lord who 
loves the just, the Lord, who protects the stranger. 
(R.)  

3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan, but 
thwarts the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign 
for ever, Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.)  

 

Second Reading Jas 2:1-5  
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, 
our glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions 
between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes 
into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold 
ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 
shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed 
man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best seats’; then you 
tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the 
floor by my foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used 
two different standards in your mind, and turned 
yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? Listen, 
my dear brothers: it was those who are poor according to 
the world that God chose, to be rich in faith and to be the 
heirs to the kingdom which he promised to those who 
love him.  
 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 4:23  
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus preached the Good News of 
the kingdom and healed all who were sick.  
Alleluia!  
 
 

Gospel Mk 7:31-37  
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of 
Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, right through the 
Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to 
lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and 
touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to 
heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, 
‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, and the ligament 
of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more he 
insisted, the more widely they published it. Their 
admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ 
they said ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’  
 

CWF & PRF Appeals 
 
Due to the challenges and lockdown, the  Charitable 
Works Fund & Priest Retirement Fund Appeals that were 
scheduled have been postponed: 26 September CWF; 24 
October PRF; 21 November CWF.  

As you can appreciate, the need to support many agencies 
on the front line - such as Catholic Care, the Ephpheta 
Centre, the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and many others - 
are crucial for our community’s well being, of whom many 
are suffering from isolation and mental health issues. 

If you can donate to any of these vital services, please 
contact the parish office. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and        

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your   

Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 


