
Dear friends,  
During the week we saw an explosion of COVID positive cases in our area 
particularly in Redfern and Waterloo. Please keep those suffering from 
COVID in your prayers and please do all in your power to reduce the risk 
of spreading it, which includes vaccination after consulting your doctor. I 
tried to touch base with a few parishioners in Redfern and Waterloo this 
week to offer support and encouragement. We ask Our Lady’s intercession 
at this time:  
 

We fly to thy patronage,  
O holy Mother of God; despise not our petitions in our necessities,  

but deliver us always from all dangers,  
O glorious and blessed Virgin.  

Amen.  
 
In this edition of the Parish Matters, I provide an update on the renovation 
and construction at the St Joseph precinct Rosebery. The vision for each of 
our three precincts is that they be hubs of mission and evangelisation. We 
look forward to the start of construction soon on our new primary school. 
Please keep this work of renewal in your prayers.  
 
God Bless,  
 

Parish Matters 
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office: Maria Awad (Secretary), Ruth Rawlinson (Admin Manager) 

Monday to Friday 10am to 1pm 

Office Address: Our Lady of Mt Carmel,                                    

 2 Kellick Street, Waterloo 2017 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |  www.citysouthcatholic.org.au 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | 18TH/ 19TH SEP 2021 

Mass will be livestreamed at 10am on 
Sunday. 

 

  

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

 Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Francisco R. Chua; Helen Abbey; Halim Jabaji; Tanya Beech; Alfred Hamilton; Tao Feng. 
 
Anniversary: Miriam Turner, Tyrone & Tyrese Deo (19 Sep); Emanuel Nappa (21 Sep); Raymond Hoad (22 
Sep). 
 
Deceased: Dorothy Capps; Mary Caffari; Teresa Galea; Carmen Warninghoff; Josephine & Carmen Daniels; 
Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia; Carmen Bonello; 
Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim 
Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat 
Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel 
Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 
 
Those who are sick: Kazuyo Kawakami; Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen 
Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; 
Marian Gray; Anne Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra 
Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; 
Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Helen Abbey; Joan Buist; and all 
the housebound. 
 
Birthdays: Michael Blackman (17 Sep); Michael Galvin, Su Lee (18 Sep); Andrew Ellery (19 Sep); Michael Burns 
(23 Sep); Emma Matheson (24 Sep). 
 

Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions.  You can email or call, then 
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.  

Thank you to all who are supporting the parish 

financially during lockdown.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Support Us, then either 1st Collection or Other 
for 2nd Collection. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Open Day at Coogee to honour   

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated 

monthly Open Days to mark the       

Centenary of the death of Servant of 

God, Eileen O’Connor. For more      

information and to register visit: https://

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days   

Supporting the Parish 

The Parish has new bank account details. If you 

would like to direct transfer into parish account, 

please contact the office for details. This does not 

affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on website. 

Online donations can be made through the Parish 

website (see photo). Alternatively please donate using 

the QR code or call the Parish Office with your credit 

card details. 

Parish Dinner 
 

Due to ongoing government restrictions, we have had to 

postpone the Parish Dinner (again). The new date will be 

Friday 6 May 2022. Thank you to those that have already 

booked, however we still have a few places left. If you 

wish to join, please contact the Parish Office.  



Don’t forget the Parish has a subscription to 
FORMED TV which features catholic content that is  
entertaining and informative: 

To access (also available in Spanish): - 

CLICK: https://signup.formed.org/ -  

Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY (you should see it 
from the drop down bar) - Enter name and email  

Construction Corner 

 

St Joseph Primary school to start  construction in 

September , 

St Joseph ELC to finish in late September, 

St Joseph church renovation on schedule. 

 

Thank you to Kath Atkins who has reminded me 

of the history of the statue of St Joseph that was in 

the front yard of the presbytery at Rosebery. It has 

been safely stored and will be placed in the new 

garden outside the office. According to a note in 

the parish newsletter of 21 February 2010, the new 

statue is in memory of all our deceased parishioners 

over 82 years including priests and religious who 

have worked in Rosebery. It also acknowledged 

Dan Kensey who ‘searched for, found and ordered’ 

the statue and pedestal. Perry Faddoul assembled 

and concreted it. Shortly after I arrived in the    

parish and was living at Rosebery, the plumbing in 

the front yard burst and the statue of St Joseph had 

to be moved to repair the pipes. It was so well   

cemented that the base of St Joseph broke in the 

operation! But it will be restored once again and 

placed outside the parish office. I have also saved 

the crosses that were on the old Rosebery        

Presbytery and Convent. I’m hoping these can be 

used in our new buildings. You can see video     

updates on the renovation on our Facebook page 

and more photo’s on page six.  



Plenary must face up to our crisis of  faith, says Archbishop 
 

 
The Plenary Council is set to begin in just three weeks’ time, in circumstances very different to those imagined back in November 
2016, when the Bishops of Australia determined to seek the approval of the Apostolic See to hold it.  Delayed by a year in an  
attempt to avoid COVID restrictions, the Council begins in three weeks’ time, with most delegates under harsher restrictions than 
this time last year. 
Delegates from the Archdiocese of Sydney are finalising their preparations to participate in the Council, and focusing on their 
hopes for the first assembly. Over the next three weeks, The Catholic Weekly will ask the same questions to different Plenary 
Council delegates in Sydney. This week, we hear from Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP. 
Q: The last Plenary Council was in 1937.  Why do you think it is important we hold a Plenary Council at this time, and 
what are some things you would like to see the Plenary Council address? 
Strengths … 
The Church in Australia today has enormous strengths, and it is important that we spend some time acknowledging that. The 
Church includes many faithful, gifted, generous laity, religious and clerics. Our networks of individuals and families, of diocesan 
and parish communities (with their churches, agencies and pastoral outreach), of educational institutions (pre-schools, primary 
and secondary schools, and tertiary institutions), of health and aged care facilities, and of welfare services are second to none. The 
three traditional wells of evangelical energy in Australia - family, parish and school - have proven resilient and adaptable. Faith is 
still a prominent influence in many people’s lives, and both Church and society live off the spiritual and cultural patrimony of  
generations past. 
Weaknesses … 
Nevertheless, the child sexual abuse crisis and the ensuing Royal Commission brought with them much justified criticism and  
understandable disillusionment, continuing scrutiny and demands for reform, not only to ensure that all church situations are safe 
for children and vulnerable adults, but also to ensure transparency and accountability in all areas of ecclesial life. Secularisation has 
also left our culture and polity without sound moorings, some people with no moral compass, too many without meaning or 
hope. It has unsettled many of our faithful, corroded the identity of some institutions, inoculated many young people to faith, and 
contributed to formal disaffiliation or informal disconnection. 
It is certainly a time that is different to others in the history of the Church in Australia, and so the holding of a Plenary Council at 
this time will no doubt bear fruit. 
… and challenges 
If the primary purpose of a plenary council is to address pastoral needs, then ours must address the crisis of faith in Australia: 
what we are going to do about bringing the Gospel more effectively to the Australian population in the 2020s, ’30s and beyond, 
especially to those with no religion, to catechise more deeply those who already have faith, and to draw all more closely to Christ, 
inspiring, forming and otherwise assisting them to live as ‘missionary disciples’. 
Declining practice among Catholics 
Another major concern for the Plenary Council to address must surely be the present predicament of declining church practice 
amongst those who identify as Catholic. Regular Sunday Mass attendance is at around 1 in 10 on average, reception of the       
sacrament of Penance is well down on previous levels and I don’t think that’s because people have stopped sinning. Baptisms and 
Sacramental marriages, too, are now falling.  Perhaps the decline in church practice represents a decline in regular prayer. If     
family, parish and school have been Australia’s traditional wells of evangelical creativity, we must recognise that all three are now 
under stress of various kinds, and seek ways to draw people back to regular practice, and inspire, form and otherwise assist them 
to be active participants in the liturgical life and outreach of their eucharistic community. 
Religious freedom 
For much of our history in Australia we’ve been able to take religious liberty for granted, but this has left us dangerously short of 
protections at a time of considerable social and cultural change. Some people fear that religious liberty protections will be used as 
weapons against particular groups, even though our record in education and elsewhere is very strong in terms of inclusiveness and 
non-discrimination. Contemporary challenges to religious freedom threaten the very possibility of the Church advancing the 
“observance, promotion and protection” of her faith, pastoral life, moral teaching and discipline (can. 445) - the express purposes 
of a plenary council.  So, I would hope the Council will address what we are to do about evangelising the culture and educating 
the community so these are more hospitable to the Church and about seeking protections for Christian institutions and           
individuals to continue to be their true selves. 
Increasing hostility to Christians, addressing the family 
Meanwhile, we have seen increased hostility towards and rejection of Christian understandings of the preciousness of human life, 
of the nature of the human person including the body, and of sexuality, marriage and family. Our Plenary Council will have to 
address the present dilemmas with respect for family and life in Australia: how we are to advance the Gospel of Life and Love in 
the face of many hostile cultural forces and legal changes, to be a voice for the voiceless, and to ensure we are there to serve them 
now more than ever. 
 
Continue next page…. 



Mass Time Changes  

I would like to propose that the Sunday 9.30am Mass at 

Rosebery change to 9.00am. This will enable me to be 

meaningfully present to people after Mass before I have 

to go to Redfern and celebrate 11am Mass. My          

experience is that I am rushing too much after 9.30am 

Mass to get to Redfern for 11am Mass. Once we get 

back to normal it is important that I am able to stay 

around for morning tea. I propose this change to take 

effect from the first Sunday in January 2022.   

As always if you have a suggestion to how we can work 

together please let me know.  

Fr Paul  

….continue from previous page 
 
A vocations crisis 
Finally, there is the ongoing vocations crisis that needs to be addressed. When people hear ‘vocations crisis’ they probably think 
‘shortage of priests’, but in fact the numbers embracing and sustaining marital and religious vocations is much more starkly in 
decline. 
Lay Catholics in the public square 
Underneath all these vocational shortages is, again a crisis of the faith and values that sustain them, especially the prior and  
underlying sense of baptismal vocation and mission, which should play out not just in good spouses and parents, good priests 
and religious, but also in good politicians and journalists, teachers and academics, scientists, artists and other professionals, and 
leaders and workers of all sorts in the world beyond Church institutions, as well as future leaders of our own Catholic           
institutions. Finding ways to identify, inspire, form and support them all will be crucial going forward. 
Opportunities 
These are not only areas of challenge, but areas of opportunity for being a better Church in the decades ahead. I look forward 
to the Plenary Council offering a new commitment and initiatives in the areas identified. I have tremendous confidence that by 
God’s grace we have the people, faith and generosity to do so and do so well. 
I ask you please to keep praying and keeping your communities praying for the delegates and for the rest of the Plenary Council 
process, that we will genuinely hear and follow God’s call to the Church in Australia today. 
 
© The Catholic Weekly 

OPEN DOOR - VIRTUAL PARISH GATHERING 

THURSDAY 23 SEPTEMBER 5PM 

CLICK HERE TO JOIN:  Join from PC, Mac, Linux, 

iOS or Android: 

     https://sydneycatholic.zoom.us/j/65224647079?

pwd=eGJRQ2tERTlST1RhNjMvQUVnMlJEUT09 

    Password: 614534 

Join from telephone (meeting ID: 652 2464 7079): 

    (02) 8015 2088 (Sydney) 

      Are hosting some 

      virtual events.  

      See below: 

 

Go Make Disciples Prayer Night - Online Holy Hour 
for Parish Renewal - Opening Hearts to Christ,  Thu 30 Sep, 
7pm - 8.30pm. 
Platform: Online via Zoom; please register at 
www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events  

Evening with Mary - Feast of Our Lady of the     
Rosary , Thu 7 Oct, 7pm - 8.30pm.  
Platform: See https://www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/
events/ for more information. 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/997v6/2218551/cDxGcDOETuZu.VoI9FCeNDzgPFGnTuGqDLCwAdW.-1.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/997v6/2218850/cDxGcDOETuZu.VoI9FCeD9fEf7BPvy5GCLw6ESk2-1.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/997v6/2218850/cDxGcDOETuZu.VoI9FCeD9fEf7BPvy5GCLw6ESk2-1.html


St Joseph Church Renovation Update  

Access ramp to the sanctuary  

Blackbutt wood used throughout, making a connection with the ELC 

St Joseph Piazza, gathering space between church and ELC View from where St Joseph School will be built  

“If something should rightly disturb us and trouble our consciences, it is the fact that so many of our brothers 

and sisters are living without the strength, light and consolation born of friendship with Jesus Christ, without 

a community of faith to support them, without meaning and a goal in life. More than by fear of going astray, 

my hope is that we will be moved by the fear of remaining shut up within structures which give us a false 

sense of security, within rules which make us harsh judges, within habits which make us feel safe, while at our 

door people are starving and Jesus does not tire of saying to us: “Give them something to eat” (Mk 6:37)”[3]. 

Pope Francis (2020) 



Entrance Antiphon 
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, 
I will hear them, and I will be their Lord for ever. 

 
Penitential Act  

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 

mysteries. 
A brief pause for silence follows. 
The Priest then says: 
 
Lord Jesus, you call us to be servant of all.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
You show us how to welcome the Father.  
Christ, have mercy.  
 
You teach us to love.  
Lord, have mercy.  
 
The absolution by the Priest follows: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
Gloria  
 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow. 

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, 

and became man*. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
  

Communion Antiphon 

I am the Good Shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 

Texts for Mass 

 Always humble yourself  lovingly before 

God and man, because God speaks to 

those who are truly humble of  heart, and 

enriches them with His gifts.   

Padre Pio (Feast Day 23 Sep) 



First Reading Wis 2:12, 17-20 

The godless say to themselves, ‘Let us lie in wait for the 
virtuous man, since he annoys us and opposes our way of 
life, reproaches us for our breaches of the law and accuses us 
of playing false to our upbringing. Let us see if what he says 
is true, let us observe what kind of end he himself will have. 
If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his part and 
rescue him from the clutches of his enemies. Let us test him 
with cruelty and with torture, and thus explore this gentleness 
of his and put his endurance to the proof. Let us condemn 
him to a shameful death since he will be looked after – we 
have his word for it.’  

Responsorial Psalm Ps 53:3-6. 8. R. v.6  

(R.) The Lord upholds my life.  

1. O God, save me by your name; by your power, uphold 
my cause. O God, hear my prayers; listen to the words 
of my mouth. (R.) 

2. For proud men have risen against me, ruthless men 
seek my life. They have no regard for God. (R.)  

3. But I have God for my help. The Lord upholds my 
life. I will sacrifice to you with willing heart and praise 
your name for it is good. (R.)  

Second Reading Jas 3:16-4:3  

Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, you find 
disharmony, and wicked things of every kind being done; 
whereas the wisdom that comes down from above is 
essentially something pure; it also makes for peace, and is 
kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion and shows 
itself by doing good; nor is there any trace of partiality or 
hypocrisy in it. Peacemakers, when they work for peace, sow 
the seeds which will bear fruit in holiness. Where do these 
wars and battles between yourselves first start? Isn’t it 
precisely in the desires fighting inside your own selves? You 
want something and you haven’t got it; so you are prepared 
to kill. You have an ambition that you cannot satisfy; so you 
fight to get your way by force. Why you don’t have what you 
want is because you don’t pray for it; when you do pray and 
don’t get it, it is because you have not prayed properly, you 
have prayed for something to indulge your own desires.  

Gospel Acclamation See 2 Thes 2:14  

Alleluia, alleluia! God has called us with the gospel to 
share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia!  

Gospel Mk 9:30-37  

After leaving the mountain Jesus and his disciples made their 
way through Galilee; and he did not want anyone to know, 
because he was instructing his disciples; he was telling them, 
‘The Son of Man will be delivered into the hands of men; 
they will put him to death; and three days after he has been 
put to death he will rise again.’ But they did not understand 

what he said and were afraid to ask him. They came to 
Capernaum, and when he was in the house he asked them, 
‘What were you arguing about on the road?’ They said 
nothing because they had been arguing which of them was 
the greatest. So he sat down, called the Twelve to him and 
said, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he must make himself last 
of all and servant of all.’ He then took a little child, set him in 
front of them, put his arms round him, and said to them, 
‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my 
name, welcomes me; and anyone who welcomes me 
welcomes not me but the one who sent me.’  

Liturgy of the Word 

 My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present  

in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  

and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive  

You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

Amen. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and        

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your   

Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis and our 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP,              

encourages everyone to get vaccinated 

against COVID 19. It is safe, and  morally 

and ethically  appropriate . Please consider 

the common good. Get vaccinated! 


