
Dear friends,  
  
 A Votive Mass invoking the Holy Spirit will be used in the Liturgy this 
Sunday as the 5th Plenary Council of Australia begins. Mr Daniel Ang, one of 
the participants and a member of the executive committee of the Council has 
written an excellent article where he reflects on the process and principles of 
synodality over this time and upon the many thousands of submissions offered 
toward this nation-wide process of discernment taking place within our 
Church. The mandate of the Plenary Council to consider the ways in which 
the Church in Australia can most faithfully and fruitfully practice its mission 
amid the challenges and prospects of our time. The Code of Canon Law states 
that “Deliberations at the Plenary Council should bear in mind the expressed 
purpose of the Council which is “to decide what seems opportune for the  
increase of faith, the organisation of common pastoral action, and the         
regulation of morals and of the common ecclesiastical discipline which is to be 
observed, promoted and protected”. This means that the function of the    
Plenary Council is not to define or determine articles of faith (what Catholics 
are to believe) nor can it legislate on matters of discipline which the Holy See 
has reserved to itself. Some matters that may be raised will belong to the     
universal tradition and teaching of the Catholic Church. They are, in that 
sense, beyond the capacity of the Church in Australia to change. This does not 
mean that they cannot be discussed; only that they cannot be decided upon by 
the Church in Australia.  However, a Plenary Council can pass legislation    
regulating how doctrine is to be taught, how worship is to be regulated and 
how governance is to be better exercised in practice. It is these concrete    
matters that the Council can consider in benefit to the Church’s missionary 
mandate. Read more about the Council here https://
www.catholicweekly.com.au/discerning-the-church-with-the-church-at-the-
fifth-plenary-council-of-australia/#_ftn8 
 
God Bless,  
 

Parish Matters 
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office: Maria Awad (Secretary), Ruth Rawlinson (Admin Manager) 

Monday to Friday 10am to 1pm 

Office Address: Our Lady of Mt Carmel,                                    

 2 Kellick Street, Waterloo 2017 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |  www.citysouthcatholic.org.au 

Votive Mass of  the 
Holy Spirit 

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal 
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for 

this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep 
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the 

ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME | 2ND / 3RD OCTOBER 2021 

Mass will be livestreamed at 10am on 
Sunday. 

 

  Our Patron Saints   

Fr Paul Smithers     
Parish Priest   

& Rector of the Shrine of  
Our Lady of Mt Carmel        

 Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 
 Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ Pastoral Associate  



CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Luciana Turco; June Roebuck; Frank Fayers. 

Anniversary: Christopher Lowther (7 Oct).  

Deceased: Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia; Carmen 
Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, 
Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George 
Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose 
Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Kazuyo Kawakami; Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen 
Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; 
Marian Gray; Anne Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra 
Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; 
Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost;  Joan Buist; and all the 
housebound. 

Birthdays: Douglas Lupton (3 Oct); Katherine Lascano (4 Oct); Jeremie Villanueva, Peter Daly (5 Oct); Amelia 
D’Aquino (6 Oct); Grainne Norton (7 Oct). 

Wedding Anniversary: Sonny Snr & Sepa Pettybourne (3 Oct).  

Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions.  You can email or call, then 
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.  

Thank you to all who are supporting the parish 

financially during lockdown.                                 
2nd Collection September $3,145.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Support Us, then either 1st Collection or Other 
for 2nd Collection. Thank you for your generosity. 

 

Open Day at Coogee to honour   

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated 

monthly Open Days to mark the       

Centenary of the death of Servant of 

God, Eileen O’Connor. For more      

information and to register visit: https://

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days   

Supporting the Parish 

The Parish has new bank account details. If you 

would like to direct transfer into parish account, 

please contact the office for details. This does not 

affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on website. 

Online donations can be made through the Parish 

website (see photo). Alternatively please donate using 

the QR code or call the Parish Office with your credit 

card details. 

Parish Dinner 
 

Due to ongoing government restrictions, we have had to 

postpone the Parish Dinner (again). The new date will be 

Friday 6 May 2022. Thank you to those that have already 

booked, however we still have a few places left. If you 

wish to join, please contact the Parish Office.  



Don’t forget the Parish has a subscription to 
FORMED TV which features catholic content that is  
entertaining and informative: 

To access (also available in Spanish): - 

CLICK: https://signup.formed.org/ -  

Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY (you should see it 
from the drop down bar) - Enter name and email  

OPEN DOOR - VIRTUAL PARISH GATHERING 

THURSDAY 7 October 5PM 

Topic: Eucharistic Revival by Cardinal Blaise Cupich 

The article is attached to this email. 

Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 

    https://sydneycatholic.zoom.us/j/68168468599?

pwd=U0JKdlFTd0pQMEFRNjFwUnNySHMvZz09 

    Password: 814866 

Join from telephone (meeting ID: 681 6846 8599): 

    (02) 8015 2088 (Sydney) 

PRAYERS IN TIME OF PANDEMIC:            
HONOURING MARY IN THE MONTH OF 

THE ROSARY 
 

In times of great need, Catholics find solace and comfort 
in prayer through the intercession of Our Lady. October 

is traditionally the Month of the Holy Rosary. The     
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation is preparing a series of 
online prayers from 11 – 17 October where you will be 

able to join with members of religious congregations and 
lay communities in praying the Rosary and other Marian 
devotions including the Angelus and the Magnificat to 

honour Our Lady at this time. 

Dates: Monday, 11 – Sunday 17 October 
Platform: Catholic Archdiocese of  Sydney Facebook 
page 

Schedule:  A full schedule of  prayers will be posted on 
the Archdiocese of  Sydney Lockdown events page closer 
to the launch date. 

For more information, contact Michael Kenny 
at michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org  

 From the archives: a photo shows a session of the 4th Plenary 

Council of Australia (1937) at St Mary’s Cathedral Sydney. It 

was from Fr Bill Malone (who was PP of Waterloo 1956-1965) 

and was a seminarian during the Council.  

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2217902/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNi6FVzRlNb2TUyN_Zu6y4.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2217902/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNi6FVzRlNb2TUyN_Zu6y4.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218493/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNh7_flSKBYIHaneWaCa91.html
mailto:michael.kenny@sydneycatholic.org


 
 
 
 

COVID UPDATE 
 

 
STAGE ONE – WHEN 70% ARE VACCINATED – ESTIMATED DATE 11 OCTOBER 
  
The first stage commences when 70% of eligible people are fully vaccinated – this is expected to be 11 October.  Even 
though we would be entitled on this date to open churches to the vaccinated only, following his recent consultation, 
the Archbishop has decided that we will patiently wait the estimated two further weeks until we reach 80% fully       
vaccinated before re-opening our churches to the public, and conducting public Masses etc.  The celebration of      
Baptism can be celebrated for those fully vaccinated.  
  
STAGE TWO – WHEN 80% ARE FULLY VACCINATED – ESTIMATED DATE 25 OCTOBER 
  
At 80% fully vaccinated we will open our churches and ceremonies to “mixed” congregations (fully vaccinated,       
partially vaccinated and as yet unvaccinated); the 4 sqm rule will apply, and masks must be worn indoors.  We will not 
be required to check a person’s vaccination status.  We continue to urge everyone to be vaccinated, and so to reduce 
their risk of serious illness or even death.  We will do all that is reasonably possible to keep safe everyone who comes 
to church: there will be good ventilation, social distancing, hand sanitising, no congregational singing, etc.  People who 
are especially vulnerable, who are vaccinated but anxious about mixing with the unvaccinated, or who are unvaccinated 
and do not want to risk contact with others, are free to remain at home and live-streaming of Masses. We believe that 
in terms of legal liability, our compliance with the public health orders will mean that we have taken all reasonable steps 
to protect those who choose to gather in our churches.  
  
STAGE THREE – WHEN 90% ARE EXPECTED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED – 1 DECEMBER 2021 – 
“THE NEW NORMAL” 
  
The Government has advised that from 1 December there will be no difference between the Covid safety requirements 
for all NSW citizens, whether fully vaccinated, partially vaccinated or unvaccinated.   The key requirement for churches 
will be the 2sqm rule at all indoor religious gatherings, including weddings and funerals.  There will be no limit on the 
numbers at outdoor events, and so outdoor Masses will be an option. Covid Safe plans will be required for outdoor 
events with more than 1,000 people.  At weddings, dancing will be permitted, as well as eating and drinking while 
standing up. 
  
Masks will not be required inside a church (though some people may wish to wear a mask for added protection). 

Archbishop Tim Costelloe SDB, President of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia, will officiate at the     

Opening Mass of the Plenary Council to be celebrated at St Mary’s Cathedral, Perth. This Mass will be 

livestreamed for the faithful at 11.00 am (WA), 2.00 pm (NSW).  

Archbishop Anthony has asked that the Mass on that day in the parish be a votive Mass of the Holy Spirit. The 

Adsumus Prayer will be prayed at the end of Mass: see next page for text.  



Mass Time Changes  

I would like to propose that the Sunday 9.30am Mass at 

Rosebery change to 9.00am. This will enable me to be 

meaningfully present to people after Mass before I have 

to go to Redfern and celebrate 11am Mass. My          

experience is that I am rushing too much after 9.30am 

Mass to get to Redfern for 11am Mass. Once we get 

back to normal it is important that I am able to stay 

around for morning tea. I propose this change to take 

effect from the first Sunday in January 2022.   

As always if you have a suggestion to how we can work 

together please let me know.  

Fr Paul  

 

Write to your local MP ahead of expected            

parliamentary debate on euthanasia 

 

NSW Parliament is set to resume on 12 October and 

Independent MP Alex Greenwich is likely to table his 

euthanasia bill that day. 

It is critical for parishioners to act now and voice their 

opposition to the proposed bill. 

The anti-euthanasia coalition, HOPE has developed an 

online tool that will allow you to send an email directly 

to your state MP and to all members of the NSW Upper 

House. The tool is available here: https://

www.noeuthanasia.org.au/petition_2108_ocp_nsw 

 

If parishioners do not wish to use an online tool, you 

can download a a series of sample letters here, and a let-

ter writing guide here.  

Prayer of Petition to the Holy Spirit  
 

A prayer used before every session of the Second 
Vatican Council.    

This is to be prayed at the beginning of a Plenary 
Council.  

 
We stand before you, Holy Spirit,  
conscious of our sinfulness,                          
but aware that we gather in your name. Come to us,  
remain with us, and enlighten our hearts.  
 
Give us light and strength  
to know your will,  
to make it our own and to live it in our lives.       
Guide us by your wisdom,  
support us by your power,  
for you are God, sharing the glory of Father and Son.  
 
You desire justice for All  
enable us to uphold the rights of others;  
do not allow us to be misled by ignorance  
or corrupted by fear or favour.  
Unite us to yourself in the bond of love  
and keep us faithful to all that is true.  
 
As we gather in your name  
may we temper justice with love,  
so that all our decisions may be pleasing to you,  
and earn the reward  
promised to good and faithful servants,  
Amen.  

 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218951/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeN8yG_19VvDqrGaAPDFxg1.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218951/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeN8yG_19VvDqrGaAPDFxg1.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218952/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNk_sIQSrmk_XgzFv3GX4A.docx
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218953/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNOT6UQdKnMXQGs2mHaRiq.pdf
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/9ws92/2218953/4Oi3D2yzcQZWGC0vmxeNOT6UQdKnMXQGs2mHaRiq.pdf


Review: Netflix’s ‘Midnight Mass’ is Catholic horror at its best 

 

In an early episode of “Midnight Mass,” the new horror miniseries from Mike Flanagan ( “The 

Haunting of Hill House,” “Doctor Sleep”), Father Paul Hill (Hamish Linklater) sits across from 

Riley Flynn (Zach Gilford). The men are alone in a recreation centre named after the long time 

pastor of St. Patrick’s Church on sparsely populated Crockett Island. The monsignor is       

missing - Father Paul tells everyone that the old priest is receiving treatment on the mainland, 

but neither the parish community nor the show’s viewers are convinced. 

“I don’t really know how to start,” Father Paul tells Riley, and laughs. He is trying to start an Alcoholics Anonymous group for 

those struggling with addiction on the island, but so far it is just him and Riley, a former altar boy who has reason to doubt God 

after having accidentally killed a woman while driving drunk. 

“God can take that pain and turn it into something good,” Father Paul assures him. “Suffering can be a gift. It all just depends on 

us.” Riley scoffs. He killed someone because of his drinking, he says. “And God? He just kinda let it happen, didn’t he?” 

Flanagan, a graduate of Archbishop Spalding High School in Severn, Md., and a former altar boy, has been creating atmospheric 

horror for years. But in this series about our attempts to deal emotionally and theologically with suffering, he has finally met his 

ideal subject matter. 

“Midnight Mass” imagines a world where Catholicism is both an anchor and agitation. In some ways it feels like a throwback to 

the world that received “The Exorcist” in 1973. Back then, long lines of filmgoers - Catholics, Baptists and agnostics alike - sat 

through two exhausting hours of cinema and came out changed. They were not saved, but they were affected, and the reason is as 

much the powerful story and filmmaking as their willingness to suspend their disbelief. 

In lesser works of Catholic horror, the religion is mere ornamentation or artifice. Priests are pantomiming caricatures either      

rendered by writers for whom Catholicism is foreign or perverted into exaggeration for secular audiences by filmmakers who know 

better. Some might fall for the tricks, but Catholic viewers feel slighted deep in their bones. Great religious horror dredges up our 

doubts, our dark nights of the soul. Done poorly, it feels sour. Done well, it might be revelatory. 

Catholic horror that works - and I would include “Midnight Mass” in that category - leaves us open to the mysterious and the  

miraculous. In one homily that ends on a disturbing note, Father Paul encourages the congregation to realize that Catholicism is 

both metaphor and matter: “God gives us miracles very rarely, here and there, but mysteries?” They are all around us, he says. The 

faith of a child is open to wonder, but as we get older, “The more we know, the less we bend.” Bound to reason, we seek to     

explain away mysteries. 

As the episodes roll out, “Midnight Mass” moves squarely into the realm of horror, with all of the genre’s requisite gore and twists, 

yet its foundation is Catholicism as faith, practice and worldview. 

Riley, scarred by his great sin, hesitates to trust anyone, except for Erin Greene (Kate Siegel), his childhood sweetheart. They go 

for walks and joke, but Erin is in pain herself: She is pregnant and alone, after finally leaving her abusive husband. As strange 

events on the island begin to multiply - and Erin experiences a tragedy of her own - she wonders what happens when we die? 

Riley goes to Mass as a manner of appreciating, and appeasing, his parents, but Erin knows that he no longer believes. And his 

response is appropriately bleak: When we die, we are done. It feels like an empty sentiment, but Riley reminds Erin, death would 

mean an end to his terrible guilt. He would no longer have visions of the woman he killed. Meanwhile a life after death might 

mean continued remorse - or worse. 

Erin, a believer, imagines a more sublime conclusion to existence. Heaven, for her, is not a place of “mansions, no rivers of      

diamonds, or fluffy clouds or angel wings.” “You are loved,” she says. “And you aren’t alone.” “I really hope that you’re right,” 

Riley says. Flanagan offers us theology through conversation: two old friends on a couch, wondering about the existential       

questions of life. 

One great challenge of religion is the boundaries we place on the spiritual. Some of them are practical: parish council handbooks 

need to be prosaic. But there is also the way Catholics talk about Christ in public: the roll of the eyes they offer when they hear 

someone become a bit too, well, pious. But it is within that mysterious borderland of belief, between the maudlin and the sublime, 

that we find the power and the glory. 

For a filmmaker like Flanagan, a cradle Catholic who has wavered between belief and disbelief, this is the richest storytelling     

territory. God is either among us or not—and the terrain between those possibilities is tremendous. 

Great horror causes us to pause and ponder such theological inquiries. And the answers? We will all get them soon enough. 

Fr Paul rating    © America Magazine (Jesuits)  



Entrance Antiphon 
Within your will, O Lord, all things are established, 
and there is none that can resist your will. 
For you have made all things, the heaven and the earth, 
and all that is held within the circle of heaven; 
you are the Lord of all. 

 
Penitential Act  

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins, 
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred 

mysteries. 
A brief pause for silence follows. 
The Priest then says: 
 
Lord Jesus, you are our strength and our help: Lord, 

have mercy. 
All: Lord have mercy. 
 
Christ Jesus, you have given us your commandments of 

love: Christ, have mercy. 
All: Christ, have mercy. 
 
Lord Jesus, you intercede for us at the right hand of the 

Father: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord have mercy. 
 
The absolution by the Priest follows: 
May almighty God have mercy on us, 
forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. 
 
Gloria  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

Nicene Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow. 

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin 
Mary, 

and became man*. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord is good to those who hope in him, 
to the soul that seeks him. 

Texts for Mass 

Prayer of St Francis  
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace: 
where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

where there is injury, pardon; 
where there is doubt, faith; 

where there is despair, hope; 
where there is darkness, light; 

where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 
to be consoled as to console, 

to be understood as to understand, 
to be loved as to love. 

For it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

 
Feast of St Francis October 4  



First Reading (Gen 2:18-24) 

The Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be 
alone. I will make him a helpmate.’ So from the soil the Lord 
God fashioned all the wild beasts and all the birds of heaven. 
These he brought to the man to see what he would call them, 
each one was to bear the name the man would give it. The man 
gave names to all the cattle, all the birds of heaven and all the 
wild beasts. But no helpmate suitable for man was found for 
him. So the Lord God made the man fall into a deep sleep. And 
while he slept, he took one of his ribs and enclosed it in flesh. 
The Lord God built the rib he had taken from the man into a 
woman, and brought her to the man. The man exclaimed: 

‘This at last is bone from my bones, 
and flesh from my flesh! 
This is to be called woman, 
for this was taken from man.’ 

This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins 
himself to his wife, and they become one body. 
 

Responsorial Psalm (P 127.R.v.5) 

(R.) May the Lord bless us all the days of our lives. 
1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 

and walk in his ways! 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper. (R.) 

2. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine 
in the heart of your house; 
your children like shoots of the olive, 
around your table. (R.) 

3. Indeed thus shall be blessed 
the man who fears the Lord. 
May the Lord bless you from Zion 
in a happy Jerusalem 
all the days of your life! 
May you see your children’s children. 
On Israel, peace! (R.) 
 

Second Reading (Heb 2:9-11) 

We see in Jesus one who was for a short while made lower than 
the angels and is now crowned with glory and splendour 
because he submitted to death; by God’s grace he had to 
experience death for all mankind. 
As it was his purpose to bring a great many of his sons into 
glory, it was appropriate that God, for whom everything exists 
and through whom everything exists, should make perfect, 
through suffering, the leader who would take them to their 
salvation. For the one who sanctifies, and the ones who are 
sanctified, are of the same stock; that is why he openly calls 
them brothers. 
 

Gospel Acclamation (Jn. 4:12 )  

Alleluia, Alleluia,   

If we love one another, God will live in us in perfect love.  

Alleluia.  

Gospel (Mk 10:2-16 )  

Some Pharisees approached Jesus and asked, ‘Is it against the 
law for a man to divorce his wife?’ They were testing him. He 
answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ ‘Moses 
allowed us’ they said ‘to draw up a writ of dismissal and so to 
divorce.’ Then Jesus said to them, ‘It was because you were so 
unteachable that he wrote this commandment for you. But from 
the beginning of creation God made them male and female. 
This is why a man must leave father and mother, and the two 
become one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one 
body. So then, what God has united, man must not divide.’ 
Back in the house the disciples questioned him again about this, 
and he said to them, ‘The man who divorces his wife and 
marries another is guilty of adultery against her. And if a woman 
divorces her husband and marries another she is guilty of 
adultery too.’ 
People were bringing little children to him, for him to touch 
them. The disciples turned them away, but when Jesus saw this 
he was indignant and said to them, ‘Let the little children come 
to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 
kingdom of God belongs. I tell you solemnly, anyone who does 
not welcome the kingdom of God like a little child will never 
enter it.’ Then he put his arms round them, laid his hands on 
them and gave them his blessing. 

 
CWF & PRF Appeals 

 
The  Charitable Works Fund Appeal was last weekend 25/26 
September. As you can appreciate, the need to support many 
agencies on the front line - such as Catholic Care, the Ephpheta 
Centre, the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry and many others - are 
crucial for our community’s well being, of whom many are 
suffering from isolation and mental health issues. If you can 
donate, please contact the parish office. 

Liturgy of the Word 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and        

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your   

Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Holy Father, Pope Francis and our   

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP, encourages 

everyone to get vaccinated against COVID 

19. It is safe, and  morally and ethically      

appropriate. Please consider the common 

good. Get vaccinated! 


