Parish Matters
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300
Parish Office: Maria Awad (Secretary), Ruth Rawlinson (Admin Manager)
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Office Address: Our Lady of Mt Carmel,
2 Kellick Street, Waterloo 2017
Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
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The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal
People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for
this land for thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep
spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the
ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land.

Our Patron Saints

Sunday Mass Times
All at Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo
Saturday Vigil: 5.00pm
Sunday: 7.30am, 9.30am & 11.00am
Weekday Mass This Times
Tuesday: 5.00pm
Wednesday & Friday 7.30am
Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Paul Smithers
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney
Pastoral Associate: Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ

A DVENT | 4 TH / 5 TH D ECEMBER 2021
Dear friends,
Our readings this Sunday bring themes of salvation, hope and the coming
of the Christ. This continues to prepare us for the feast of the nativity as a
feast of the transformation of the world.
I am most excited to welcome many of you and the Archbishop who will
Dedicate St Joseph Church Rosebery and consecrate the new altar next
Sunday. Vernon Constructions and Neeson, Murcutt and Neille Architects
are working hard to complete all that needs to be done to receive the
Occupation Certificate (OC). Therefore, there will be a few areas that the
builder will need to come back to after the Liturgy next week. The parish
administration team are also working hard to pull the day together. Parking
in the church carpark is restricted to special guests and those with mobility
issues. If you have a mobility issue please contact Maria to see if you can
reserve a space. There will also be 30 spaces available on the open field
where the primary school will be built. Entry via Rosebery Ave. Please walk
out the gate you drove in and along the footpath to the church (not through
the grounds). Please follow the marshals directions to avoid injury. After
Mass, a morning tea will be available in the Preschool. Due to Government
Health Orders this event is only for the fully vaccinated and you will be
need to QR into the Preschool (this is different to the church QR code).
Praise be Jesus Christ for your support, the patience and skills of the
architects and construction workers, and to you for your prayers.

Schools in Our Parish:
Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo
96991407
info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mrs Marg Holles

Advent Wreath Response

St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023)
Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan

R. Come, Lord Jesus.

St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care,
Rosebery (open 2022)
1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018
9030 4677/ 0457 036 456
scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au
Director: Lidia Krslovic
Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern
117 Redfern Street
99365450
Principal: Matt Smith

Fr Paul: Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophet Baruch
when he proclaimed that God will show your splendour.

Fr Paul: Lord Jesus, you will bring us to the perfect goodness for the glory
and praise of God.
R. Come, Lord Jesus.
Fr Paul: Lord Jesus, you call us to repentance and to prepare the way for
you so that all humankind shall see the salvation of God.

R. Come, Lord Jesus.

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased: David Zachariou.
Anniversary: Freida Purcell (30 Nov); John Agrel D’Souza (4 Dec); Ester Lopez, Elizabeth Joy Bornor, Sebastian Lentini
(10 Dec).
Deceased: Warren Walker; Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia;
Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley
& Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat
Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly; All
Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn.
Those who are sick: Fenglan Zhou; Giovanna Toppi; Bruce Wilson; Liam Ryan; Fay Hayden; Kazuyo Kawakami; Crystal
Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; John Cooley; Robert Townsend;
Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost;
John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan
Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost; Joan Buist; and all
the housebound.
Birthdays: Joseph Jerry Arriesgado (4 Dec); Mitchell Brog, Linda Amorillo (5 Dec); Christopher Nonis, Pili Harjanto (7
Dec); Blake Snashel (8 Dec).
Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions. You can email or call, then
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.

Open Day at Coogee to honour

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor
Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is
opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated
monthly Open Days to mark the
Centenary of the death of Servant of
God, Eileen O’Connor. For more
information and to register visit: https://
eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days

Supporting the Parish

Thank you to all who are supporting the parish
financially.
It is encouraging to note that a great deal of donations are now
done electronically, via direct deposit (including website & QR
code) or Tap N Go. We encourage you, if you are able to do so,
to use this method. Thank you for your generosity.

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

If you are able to, please consider making a donation
to support the priests of the Archdiocese including
sick priests, migrant chaplains and those undertaking
further studies. Envelopes are located in pews and can
be returned in either collection.

ADVENT REFLECTIONS
The Parish has new bank account details. If you
would like to direct transfer into parish account,
please contact the office for details. This does not
affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on website.
Online donations can be made through the Parish
website (see photo). Alternatively please donate using
the QR code or call the Parish Office with your credit
card details.

Pick up your copy of “Blessed” a beautiful booklet with
Daily Reflections to prepare for Advent and Christmas. If
you would like to make a donation, please put on Catholic
Weekly plate (Waterloo) or give to Fr Paul.

Welcome to Seminarian
The Parish of Sydney City South welcomes Stephen
Howard, a Seminarian who will be with us until
Christmas. Welcome Stephen.

Confirmation
Congratulations to those who received
the Sacrament of Confirmation on
Friday: Elijah, Julia, Markel, Kala,
Sarah, Romeo, Izabelle, Patricia,
Lorenzo, Marcel, Lucas, Marley, Luke,
Alice, Malcolm, Ava, Lilly, Llace and
Christian. Please keep them in your
prayers.

Don’t forget the Parish has a subscription to FORMED
TV which features catholic content that is entertaining and
informative:
To access (also available in Spanish): CLICK: https://signup.formed.org/ Enter your ST JOSEPH ROSEBERY (you should see it from
the drop down bar) - Enter name and email

Campion College
The Catholic Weekly - $2
Death in motion. NSW parliament passes euthanasia law.
Find Faith? Go to the Homeless! NSW Young
Australian of the Year 2022.
The hunting of an innocent man. Gerard Henderson on
the Pell affair.

Registration for the Campion College Summer Program
is now open! If you know a 16-20 year old with an interest in history, literature, philosophy and theology, encourage them to sign up for one of the immersive fourday programs in January 2022. Attendance is fully funded but spaces are limited!

Find out more and register on the Campion College
website: www.campion.edu.au/summer-program

Baptism
We congratulate Sadie being baptised at
Waterloo, Saturday 4th December.
God bless you and your family.

Reader Roster 2022

The rosters will be prepared in the coming weeks for
commencement January 2022.
If you wish to be removed or added to roster, please
contact the Parish Office.

Columban Calendars 2022
If you would like to purchase the 2022 Columban
Calendar, please see Sr Rosemary at 5pm, 9.30am or 11am
Mass. $10 per calendar.

Christmas Cards 2021
If you would like to purchase St Vincent de Paul Society
Christmas Cards, please see Sr Rosemary at 5pm, 9.30am
or 11am Mass. $5 per pack.

Christmas Mass Times

Vigil – Friday 24 Dec

Reconciliation Times
Friday 17 December
St Vincent de Paul, Redfern

Waterloo - 4.00pm, 9.00pm
Rosebery - 5.30pm, 7.00pm
Redfern - 6.00pm (Fr Vince Redden)

Mass 6.30pm

Christmas Day – Saturday 25 Dec

Tuesday 21 December

Rosebery - 8.30am
Waterloo - 10.30am

Feast of Holy Family – Sunday 26 Dec
Rosebery - 7.30am, 9.30am
Redfern - 11.00am

Confession (with Adoration): 7.00pm - 8.00pm
Shrine of Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo
Confession (with Adoration): 2.00pm - 4.30pm
5.30pm - 7.00pm
Mass 5.00pm
Wednesday 22 December
St Joseph, Rosebery
Mass 6.00pm (no 7.30am Mass)
Confession (with Adoration): 6.30pm-7.30pm

Honouring Sunday
The bishops conference of England and Wales in its plenary assembly on 18 November 2021 released a beautiful,
simple, pastoral statement on Sunday Mass. It invites people to reflect on their experience during the pandemic and
recognises the on-going hesitations that some have in returning to Mass. The statement says in part: The central
appeal of the Mass, its beauty, and its transcendence, raises our minds and hearts to God in an unambiguous and
compelling manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us to receive anew the gift of Sunday as the preeminent day, the day of
the Resurrection, when the Church gathers to celebrate the Eucharist. Here we stand together before our heavenly
Father, offering our thanksgiving and prayer, through our Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here we receive Christ in his
Word. Here we are nourished by Christ in his precious Body and Blood. This is our primary joy, for which there is
no substitute, and from which we draw our strength. The Sunday Mass is the very heartbeat of the Church and of
our personal life of faith. We gather on the ‘first day of the week’, and devote ourselves to the apostles’ teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 2:42). The Eucharist sustains us and spurs us on,
renewing our gratitude and our hope. When we say ‘Amen’ to Christ in receiving his Body and Blood, we express the
love of God which is deep within us, and at the end of Mass, when we are sent forth, we express our love for our
neighbour, especially those in need. These two dimensions reveal the full meaning of our faith. We are gathered
together and sent out, we pray and are fed, we worship and we adore; these are intrinsic to our lives as those baptised
into Christ.

Friends of Eileen O’Connor
The Friends of Eileen O’Connor Association was officially launched by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP on 17 October 2021 at
a Mass marking the end of celebrations during the 100th anniversary of Eileen’s death. Membership is open to anyone with
special reverence for Eileen, whether in Australia or around the world. You will also receive email updates on special events to
honour Eileen and on developments along her pathway to canonisation as Australia’s next saint.
Friends of Eileen O’Connor Association - The Path To Canonization (eileenoconnor.com.au)

Nativity 2021
The Nativity scene speaks to us about the true story of Christmas. Jesus is Saviour for all people and the Nativity
scene can be expressed in different ways. What does your Nativity scene look like? Send through a picture of it to
the office and I will reprint it here. This week a Nativity scene from South Africa:

Exploring the Spirituality of Archbishop Polding

Reflection on the Collect
(Opening Prayer)

The first Archbishop of Sydney, John
Bede Polding, was a member of the
Benedictine Order (OSB). The
spirituality influenced the way he led
the Diocese. Something of that spirit
was given to us when he established
the parish of Waterloo (now the Parish
of Sydney City South) in 1859. Here
are a few words that highlight the
Benedictine spirituality. Maybe it will inspire us in our faith:

STEWARDSHIP. Literally, this is about caring for the ‘goods
of the monastery’. It relates to the care of our buildings and
structures but also the earth and the environment. It is about
appreciating what is good in society and creation, and what
needs to be challenged by the gospel.
COMMUNITY. We live our way of life together. We share
and try to be a place of welcome and hospitality; here we
support one another in their weakness and endeavour to put
the interests of others before our own. How do we live with
one another in community? Do we reverence one another in
Christ?
AUTHORITY. Striving to be people of compassion, we
listen to the voice of God. Those who are called to leadership
are called to serve and to unify.
HUMILITY. This comes from an understanding of our place
in the universe where all creatures are interdependent. It is the
call to know our real selves before God. The spirit of the
Magnificat makes us realise that our spiritual growth is a
process of continuing conversion.
HOSPITALITY. Here is a key component of Benedictine
spirituality. It is the call to welcome Christ in the guest, the
stranger, the alienated, the marginalised. I was a stranger and
you welcomed me (Mt 25:35).
PRAYER. The foundation and source of spiritual
nourishment, prayer is the pattern of a life of faith. Each day is
structured according to the rhythm of praying morning and
evening prayer and concluding with night prayer. Personal
prayer is nourished through communal prayer and flows out of
lectio divina, the reflective reading of God’s word.

Almighty and merciful God,
may no earthly undertaking hinder those
who set out in haste to meet your Son,
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom
gain us admittance to his company.
The backdrop of this oration is the second coming
of the Christ. The sense of ‘haste’ conveys
willingness and desire rather than being caught
short and unprepared. Indeed, the prayer is all
about our preparation. The oration sets in play
earthly undertakings, heavenly wisdoms and
admittance to Christ’s company. This is not a dull
contrast between earth and heaven. Rather,
heavenly wisdom is the wisdom of Christ. The term
conjures up the sapiential books of the Old
Testament, which have much sagacious, practical
and earthy advice. In New Testament terms, to be
erudite in heavenly wisdom is to know the
beatitudes. And to be learned in the ways of Christ
is to be steeped in the knowledge that whatever we
do for the least we are doing to Christ. When we
clothe the poor and feed the hungry, we are in the
company of Christ. The ‘mundane’ and ‘earthly’ are
the things that hold us back from this encounter
with Christ on earth.
And so, the prayer unfolds. In the Christian wisdom
of care for the poor and the recognition of Christ in
all, we are already in his company and experience
his mercy. This learning fuels our desire, our haste,
to be in his company fully and knowing the power
of divine mercy.
Fr Gerard Moore

Texts for Mass
Entrance Antiphon
O people of Sion, behold,
the Lord will come to save the nations,
and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.
Penitential Act

Brothers and sisters, let us acknowledge our sins,
and so prepare ourselves to celebrate the sacred
mysteries.
A brief pause for silence follows.
The Priest then says:
Lord Jesus, you are our strength and our help. Lord,
have mercy: Lord, have mercy.
All: Lord have mercy.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow.

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary,
Christ Jesus, you have given us your commandments of and became man*.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
love: Christ, have mercy.
he suffered death and was buried,
All: Christ, have mercy.
and rose again on the third day
Lord Jesus, you intercede for us at the right hand of the in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
Father: Lord, have mercy.
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
All: Lord have mercy.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
The absolution by the Priest follows:
and his kingdom will have no end.
May almighty God have mercy on us,
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
forgive us our sins,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
and bring us to everlasting life.
who with the Father and the Son is adored and
glorified,
Gloria
who
has spoken through the prophets.
Glory to God in the highest,
I
believe
in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
and on earth peace to people of good will.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
We praise you,
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
we bless you,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Communion Antiphon
Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.

All Candle money is donated to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
Phetchabun rural Thailand to support families with food and
housing. A Little goes along way!

Liturgy of the Word
First Reading Bar 5:1-9

prepare you for the Day of Christ, when you will reach the
perfect goodness which Jesus Christ produces in us for the
Jerusalem, take off your dress of sorrow and distress, put
glory and praise of God.
on the beauty of the glory of God for ever, wrap the cloak
of the integrity of God around you, put the diadem of the Gospel Acclamation Lk 3:4. 6
glory of the Eternal on your head: since God means to
Alleluia, alleluia! Prepare the way of the Lord, make
show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since
straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of
the name God gives you for ever will be, ‘Peace through
God. Alleluia!
integrity, and honour through devotedness’. Arise,
Jerusalem, stand on the heights and turn your eyes to the Gospel Lk 3:1-6
east: see your sons reassembled from west and east at the In the fifteenth year of Tiberius Caesar’s reign, when
command of the Holy One, jubilant that God has Pontius Pilate was governor of Judaea, Herod tetrarch of
remembered them. Though they left you on foot, with Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of the lands of Ituraea
enemies for an escort, now God brings them back to you and Trachonitis, Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, during the
like royal princes carried back in glory. For God has pontificate of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came
decreed the flattening of each high mountain, of the to John son of Zechariah, in the wilderness. He went
everlasting hills, the filling of the valleys to make the through the whole Jordan district proclaiming a baptism of
ground level so that Israel can walk in safety under the repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in
glory of God. And the forests and every fragrant tree will the book of the sayings of the prophet Isaiah: A voice
provide shade for Israel at the command of God; for God cries in the wilderness; Prepare a way for the Lord, make
will guide Israel in joy by the light of his glory with his his paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every
mercy and integrity for escort.
mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will be
Responsorial Psalm Ps 125.
(R.) The Lord has done great things for us; we are
filled with joy.

1.

When the Lord delivered Zion from bondage, it
seemed like a dream. Then was our mouth filled
with laughter, on our lips there were songs. (R.)

2.

The heathens themselves said: ‘What marvels the
Lord worked for them!’ What marvels the Lord
worked for us! Indeed we were glad. (R.)

3.

Deliver us, O Lord, from our bondage as streams in
dry land. Those who are sowing in tears will sing
when they reap. (R.)

4.

They go out, they go out, full of tears, carrying seed
for the sowing: they come back, they come back,
full of song, carrying their sheaves. (R.)

Second Reading Phil 1:3-6. 8-11
Every time I pray for all of you, I pray with joy,
remembering how you have helped to spread the Good
News from the day you first heard it right up to the
present. I am quite certain that the One who began this
good work in you will see that it is finished when the Day
of Christ Jesus comes. God knows how much I miss you
all, loving you as Christ Jesus loves you. My prayer is that
your love for each other may increase more and more and
never stop improving your knowledge and deepening your
perception so that you can always recognise what is best.
This will help you to become pure and blameless, and

straightened and rough roads made smooth. And all
mankind shall see the salvation of God.

Dedication of St Joseph Church Rosebery
&
Consecration of new altar
Sunday 12 December 10.00am
by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
Followed by morning tea in the new
Preschool & Long Day Care Centre.
Limited space so please RSVP to Parish Office.
(Please note there is no 11am Mass on this day)

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police.
If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your
Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

