
Parish Matters 
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Mass Times 

Weekday Mass This Week 

Tuesday 21 December -  Waterloo 

Confession with Adoration 2.00pm - 4.30pm & 
5.30pm - 7.00pm. Mass 5.00pm                    

Wednesday 22 December - Rosebery 

Mass 6.00pm (No 7.30am Mass) 

Confession with Adoration 6.30pm - 7.30pm 

 

Christmas Mass Times (see inside) 

 

Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Paul Smithers  

Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney 

Pastoral Associate: Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ  
Schools in Our Parish: 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

96991407 

info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Marg Holles  
 

St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023) 

Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan  
 

St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care, Rosebery 
(open 2022) 

1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018 

9030 4677/  0457 036 456 

scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au  

Director: Lidia Krslovic 
 

Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern 

117 Redfern Street 

99365450 

Principal: Matt Smith  
 

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT| 18TH & 19TH DECEMBER 2021 

The Parish of Sydney City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the 
traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for this land for 

thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual 
attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of 
Reconciliation of this land. 

Dear friends,  
 

The highlight of my year happened last Sunday when Archbishop Anthony 

visited our parish to celebrate the Mass of Dedication and Consecration of 

St Joseph Church Rosebery. As I welcomed parishioners at the front doors 

to the church, the overwhelming response was one of amazement at the 

transformation and beauty of the church. The Archbishop arrived early to 

view for himself the changes. He expressed his approval and gratitude. 

Many thanks to those who were involved in the Liturgy and music       

ministries. It was also a delight to welcome Lord Mayor Clover Moore. I 

said in my thank you speech that I admire the vision of renewal she has for 

this area of Sydney. Our parish hopes to add to this vision with our own 

structures that will support faith, family and evangelisation. Although we 

have the Occupation Certificate there are still some small matters to attend to 

over the next few months. The Prayer room, which will have the Blessed 

Sacrament, is still be organised. When everything is ready I will invite those 

who wish to access the Blessed Sacrament Prayer room to contact me for 

the code. I have included some photo’s in this weeks newsletter.  

 
 

Advent Wreath Response  
 

Presider: 

The Presider or an assistant lights the fourth candle. 

Presider:  Lord Jesus, your coming was proclaimed by the prophet Micah as 
coming from the house of David and who will is to rule over all Israel. 

All: Come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider:  Lord Jesus, you come among us now in your Word and Sacrament 
to give us the strength to live according to the good News you revealed. 

All:  Come, Lord Jesus. 

Presider:  Lord Jesus, you are the one who will come in glory as the fulfil-
ment of all God’s promises.  

All: Come, Lord Jesus. 

  Our Patron Saints   

mailto:scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au


 

Nativity at Home - From Alessandro & Anna 

PARISH OF SYDNEY CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Warren Walker, Margaret Pell (Cardinal Pell’s sister). 

 
Anniversary: Fr Terence Purcell, Ruth Murphy (19 Dec); Moya Banfield (20 Dec); Jack Lavery. 

 
Deceased: Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia; Carmen 
Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, 
Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George 
Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose 
Dennett; Hazel Holly;  All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 

 
Those who are sick: Livia Mio; Fenglan Zhou; Giovanna Toppi; Bruce Wilson; Liam Ryan; Fay Hayden; 
Kazuyo Kawakami; Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; 
John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne Adams; 
Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine 
Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana 
Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost;  Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

 
Birthdays: John Cooley, Richard Hannigan, Samantha del Castillo (18 Dec); Gloria Silva, Stephen Middleton (20 

Dec); Kath Atkins (23 Dec); Manuel Lascano (24 Dec).  

 

Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions.  You can email or call, then  

make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.  

Baptism 

We congratulate Ray being baptised at 

Rosebery, Sunday 19 December. 

God bless you and your family. 



St Vincent De Paul Christmas Appeal - 19 December 

 

Envelopes will be available on the seats and at the back of 
the Rosebery Church on 19th December, 2021 for        
donations to the ST VINCENT DE PAUL CHRISTMAS 
APPEAL. Envelopes can be returned in the collection 
plates or to the Catholic Weekly box. Where envelopes 
include the donor’s name and address a receipt will be 
posted. 

Due to the Coronavirus epidemic, the Society will not be 
distributing food and toys. However, gift cards will be 
gratefully accepted. 

Gift cards can be returned in the Donation envelopes. 

We thank you most sincerely for your continued generosity to the Society. 

Staff Room Nativity - OLMC School  

A Covid Safe Nativity!! 



Parish Council 
 

At the end of November, The Parish Pastoral Council 
convened for the second meeting this year.  
 
Comprising of appointed parishioners and staff from 
Our Lady of Mt   Carmel, St Joseph and St Vincent de 
Paul, the Pastoral Council is an advisory body whose 
purpose is to support Fr Paul with the pastoral        
activities of the Parish community. Fr Paul presented 
proposed Statutes for the PPC. The Statutes were      
developed after canonical advice and support from the 
Centre for Evangelisation. The group discussed the 
proposed statutes. One of the issues raised was in the 
event the Parish Priest is impeded for more then three 
months the group will cease to exist.  Committee 
members will sit for a three-year period with a review 
at half term mark (18 months). Fr Paul Smithers, as 
Parish Priest, will be the Chair, however, if in the    
future a Parish Priest wants someone else to be Chair 
he may call for expressions of interest from the group 
to take this role. Ruth Rawlinson was appointed as 
Committee Secretary for the first term.  
 
Key items discussed at the meeting included a review 
of all ongoing and upcoming building works at our 
three churches with special emphasis on the work at St 
Joseph, Rosebery which will be completed early 2022. 
We also discussed the upcoming interior works at Our 
Lady of Mt Carmel which will begin early next year, 
the creation of a community space at Mt Carmel which 
is projected to occur late 2022 and the exterior works 
at St Vincent de Paul which will begin in the first half 
of next year as well as work on the mural inside the St 
Vincent de Paul Church which will begin in latter part 
of year once interior works are completed. These 
building works will both protect and preserve the    
assets of our Parish but most importantly, will provide 
beautiful and functional spaces to inspire us in our 
mission as we gather as community to worship and 
spread the Good News.  
 
Reports were also received from Margaret Holles, 
Principal at Our Lady of Mt Carmel; Bernard Ryan, 
Principal at St Joseph (to open Term 1, 2023 for  
Kinder – Year 2) and Franceyn O’Connor & Elisabeth 
Pahor, Early Childhood Learning Centre Rosebery (to 
open January 2022). It is of particular excitement to be 
developing such a strong educational precinct in our 
Parish which will serve generations to come.  
 
In other news, in the new year the Pastoral Council 
will be attending an upcoming formation day for    
Pastoral Leadership run by the Evangelisation Team at 
the Archdiocese of Sydney – this will assist us in our 
mission to support the work of Fr Paul and our Parish.  
We look forward to the coming session of our Pastoral 
Council and working together to best serve the needs 
of our faith community.  
 
- Ruth Rawlinson, Secretary.  

Update Covid Regulations 

As of 15 December 2021 the government has once again 
updated the COVID-related regulations for places of 
worship. 

For the sake of clarity: 
 Churches are open to all people regardless of    

vaccination status. 
 There is now no density limit for churches. 
 Masks are no longer compulsory while inside a 

church, though they are still strongly encouraged in 
settings where social distancing is not possible. 

 All members of the congregation are permitted to 
sing. 

 QR Codes and our established check-in           
procedures, however, are to continue, as is the 
case with pubs, hairdressers, gyms etc.  

 Weddings and Funerals - Anyone can now attend a 
wedding or funeral, regardless of vaccination status, 
and there is no longer a number or density limit. 

 
Archbishop Anthony has formally advised that from 
now on all Catholics within the Archdiocese should 
participate in Sunday Mass whenever this is          
reasonably possible.  With the greater majority of 
people vaccinated and the numbers permitted in 
churches substantially increased, it is no longer    
difficult for people to attend Mass or receive other 
Sacraments.   

To encourage people to attend Mass this Christmas I  
encourage you to take some Christmas Mass time leaflets 
and deliver them to the residence of your street or  
Apartment block. For your convenience, I have placed 
them at the end of each pew. Please take what you need.  

In relation to vaccination, I was impressed by recently 
reported comments of Emeritus Pope Benedict, after he 
received his booster vaccination.  He said vaccination 
should not be mandatory, i.e. should not be imposed on 
people; he said it was a “matter of conscience”, in which 
we freely recognise our own responsibility to protect  
ourselves and others, an exercise of “love of            
neighbour”.  You might find this thought helpful if you 
are approached by parishioners with concerns about   
vaccination.  

The Safeguarding Office have     

developed the Feeling Safe Activity 

Book which explains to children that 

it is good to stay happy and healthy, 

however they sometimes may feel 

unhappy or sad and that it is       

important for them to tell their   

trusted adult so that they can help. 

Pick up a copy from the back of the 

church. 



1800 819 156   harvestjourneys.com 

Harvest Journeys 

I was delighted to bless the new administration office 

for Harvest Journeys this week. They have moved 

into an office within the parish and asked me to bless 

their new place. May the Lord bless their mission. I 

encourage you to consider taking a pilgrimage and 

maybe you might like to come to the Holy Land with 

me in September 2022. Many thanks to Selina and 

Phil. 

Nicene Creed 

 

I believe in one God, 

the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all things visible and invisible. 

I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the Only Begotten Son of God, 

born of the Father before all ages. 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all bow. 

*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 

and became man*. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 

he suffered death and was buried, 

and rose again on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 

and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



The Lord Mayor, Clover Moore, Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP &        

Fr Paul  

Thomas Taylor, from Vernon Constructions with Archbishop & Fr Paul  



Lord Mayor with Franceyn O’Connor, Director of Early Learning , while 

at morning tea at the new Preschool. 

Acknowledgement of Country  

A Big thanks to Stephanie and Anthony for the music ministry 



As the feast of Christmas looms, the readings for the final Sunday of 
Advent take us closer to the expectations of the one who is to come. 
There is a shift that allows us greater insight into the sense that 
Christ comes not from the great but from the more lowly, that God 
chooses differently to human society. With this is the understanding 
that Christ, the mighty ruler, brings peace not to rule by might. This 
is strengthened with the narrative of the Visitation, where the two 
kinswomen Elizabeth and Mary, meet and exchange greetings and 
recognitions. Interestingly, this is the story of two strong women, each 
pivotal to salvation, carrying faith in strength and hope. They will be 
the teachers of Jesus and John, and they are our teachers.  

Entrance Antiphon 

Drop down dew from above, you heavens, 
and let the clouds rain down the Just One; 
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour. 
 

A reading from the prophet Micah 

The Lord says this: You, Bethlehem Ephrathah, the least 
of the clans of Judah, out of you will be born for me the 
one who is to rule over Israel; his origin goes back to the 
distant past, to the days of old. The Lord is therefore 
going to abandon them till the time when she who is to 
give birth gives birth. Then the remnant of his brothers 
will come back to the sons of Israel. He will stand and 
feed his flock with the power of the Lord, with the 
majesty of the name of his God. They will live secure, for 
from then on he will extend his power to the ends of the 
land. He himself will be peace. 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 79:2-3. 15-16. 18-19. 

(R.) Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face 
and we shall be saved.  

1. O Shepherd of Israel, hear us, shine forth from 
your cherubim throne. O Lord, rouse up your 
might, O Lord, come to our help. (R.)  

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, look down 
from heaven and see. Visit this vine and protect it, 
the vine your right hand has planted. (R.)  

3. May your hand be on the man you have chosen, the 
man you have given your strength. And we shall 
never forsake you again: give us life that we may call 
upon your name. (R.)  

 

Second Reading  

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

This is what Christ said, on coming into the world: You 
who wanted no sacrifice or oblation, prepared a body for 
me. You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for 
sin; then I said, just as I was commanded in the scroll of 

the book, ‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your 
will.’ Notice that he says first: You did not want what the 
Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is: the 
sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the sacrifices 
for sin, and you took no pleasure in them; and then he 
says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your will. He is 
abolishing the first sort to replace it with the second. And 
this will was for us to be made holy by the offering of his 
body made once and for all by Jesus Christ.  

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia!  

I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.  

Alleluia!  

 

Gospel 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could to a town in 
the hill country of Judah. She went into Zechariah’s house 
and greeted Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard 
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. She gave a loud 
cry and said, ‘Of all women you are the most blessed, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. Why should I be 
honoured with a visit from the mother of my Lord? For 
the moment your greeting reached my ears, the child in 
my womb leapt for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed 
that the promise made her by the Lord would be fulfilled.’  

Communion Antiphon 

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son; 

and his name will be called Emmanuel.  

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

 

If you are able to, please consider making a donation to 
support the priests of the Archdiocese including sick 

priests, migrant chaplains and those undertaking further 
studies. Envelopes are located in pews and can be 

returned in either collection. 

Liturgy of the Word 


