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Parish Office Hours: revised during Holiday Season see inside
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300
Parish Secretary: Maria Awad Admin Manager: Ruth Rawlinson
Temporary Office Address: 2 Kellick Street, Waterloo NSW
Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012
secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au | www.citysouthcatholic.org.au

N ATIVITY OF THE L ORD
The Parish of Sydney City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the
traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for this land for
thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual
attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples to this country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of
Reconciliation of this land.

Our Patron Saints

Mass Times
Weekday Mass times this week:
Saturday 1 January
9.00am Our Lady of Mt Carmel Waterloo
(Feast of Mary Mother of God)
Parish Office
Open Wednesday 29 Dec & Fri 31 Dec
10am - 1pm
Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Paul Smithers
Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney
Pastoral Associate: Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ

Schools in Our Parish:
Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo
96991407
info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mrs Marg Holles
St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023)
Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan
St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care, Rosebery
(open 2022)
1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018
9030 4677/ 0457 036 456
scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au
Director: Lidia Krslovic

Dear friends,
This depiction of the Nativity by Maestro de Perea captures so well the beauty
and colour of our Catholic faith. Christmas reminds us that our Catholic faith
is lived and practiced by constantly immersing ourselves into the great reality
of God’s love for us. This love nurtures us and challenges us. This love is a
gift and it is a mission. This love frees us to be more like God. This love is
found shimmering in the Church.
This year has been another big year for our parish. In April, after consultation
and at my request, the Archbishop canonically merged the parishes of
Rosebery, Redfern and Waterloo into the new parish of Sydney City South
under the patronage of Our Lady, St Joseph & St Vincent de Paul.
We finished the exterior remediation works at the Shrine of Our Lady of Mt
Carmel. The Preschool was also completed at Rosebery and we look forward
to seeing little people in January 2022. My highlight was the Consecration of
St Joseph church in December after significant renovation. There is much
more work to do in creating a place of welcome, respect and support for all.
Work on St Joseph primary school will start soon. The Parish Pastoral
Council are also exploring outreach ideas for those who need support in our
community. Please pray that our parish may be truly fruitful, faithful and
loving. Thank you for your support and encouragement.

Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern
117 Redfern Street

99365450
Principal: Matt Smith

Sunday Mass Times;
Waterloo: 5pm Sat Vigil
Rosebery: Sunday 7.30am & 9.00am (from 2nd Jan ’22)
Redfern 11.00am
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PARISH OF SYDNEY CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS
Recently Deceased: Eileen Hartup; Martin Forace; Wai Mun Chow; Warren Walker.
Anniversary: Vlatko Cepus; Manuel Ramirez, Jr. (23 Dec); John Agnel D’Souza (26 Dec); Betty Margan, Dalila
Quinatoa (29 Dec); Ray Bidmead (31 Dec).
Deceased: Michael Poulton; Edgard & Mary Caffari; Henri Caffari; Emanuel & Josephine Nappa; Rosemary Cooley;
Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel,
Marc and Jamie Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot
Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & Violet Green;
Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly; All Souls, especially those
that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn.
Those who are sick: Livia Mio; Fenglan Zhou; Giovanna Toppi; Bruce Wilson; Liam Ryan; Fay Hayden; Kazuyo
Kawakami; Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; John Cooley;
Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne Adams; Christina O’Connor;
Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese
Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita
Aguillar; Pat Frost; Joan Buist; and all the housebound.
Birthdays: Wil Jackson (25 Dec); Cornell Harjanto, Dullce Burqher (26 Dec); Wayne Lobo (27 Dec); Jake & Georgia
Sciberras, Michelle James (28 Dec); Colm O’Brien (30 Dec).
Wedding Anniversary: Laura & Greg Foster (27 Dec); Mario & Daphne Silveira (29 Dec).
Please contact the Parish Office (by 10am Friday) with Mass Intentions. You can email or call, then
make payment via our website or over the phone with credit card.

QR Code to Support Parish Financially

If you are able to, please find ways of supporting the parish:






Direct deposit into Church Accounts. Please contact the
Parish Office for details.
Visit the parish website and click the Support Us tab.
Credit Card donations - either a one off donation, or be
set up to donate monthly. Please contact the Parish Office
for more details.
Planned Giving Envelopes - please contact Parish Office
for more details.

Office Hours December - January 2022
Wed 29 Dec 10am - 1pm
Fri 31 Dec 10am - 1pm
January 2022
Open Tuesdays and Fridays only 10am - 1pm.
Usual Hours resume Tue 1 Feb 2022

CHRISTMAS OFFERING

If you are able to, please consider making a donation to
support the priests of the Archdiocese including sick
priests, migrant chaplains and those undertaking further
studies. We cannot leave envelopes out, but please collect
an envelope when you check in to Mass and return during
collections. Tap N Go donations at Christmas Masses will
be offered to support the Priests of the Archdiocese.

CHANGE OF SUNDAY MASS TIME:
FROM 2ND JANUARY 9.30AM MASS AT
ROSEBERY WILL START AT 9.00AM. THIS
WILL ENABLE FR PAUL NOT TO RUSH TO
REDFERN FOR 11AM. THANK YOU FOR
YOUR UNDERSTANDING.
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Christmas Message
from Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP

We’ve all witnessed the moving scenes of people at airports reunited after months of separation by the COVID-19
lockdowns and border closures.
Phone calls, emails, Facebooking and Zooming are better than nothing. But they’re not the same.

Intimacy requires proximity. Friendship means ‘being there’ for someone, being ‘close’ to those ‘nearest and
dearest’ to us, not ‘drawing away’ from them.
True friendship yearns for in-person connection, ‘up close and personal’. That’s what the Christmas story is all
about.
When the Christ-child was born in a stable, God was saying to every pauper: I’m here for you.
When he suckled at his mother’s breast, God said to every family: I’m here with you.
When the family fled from brutal Herod, God was telling every refugee: I’m here for you.
When the grown man healed the blind and lepers, God said to the sick, confused and alienated: I’m here with you.

When he died and rose, God was telling every mortal being: I’m here for you—and there is more to come.
Christmas is the story of God-made-man holding out his hand in friendship to humanity. The offer is real, tangible,
personal, even physical.
After two years of isolation, we need it more than ever. In such dark times, Christmas is a ray of light, a sliver of
hope.
Christmas is our chance to renew our love, to gather, reacquaint, make amends, exchange hugs and gifts that say
friendship.
Christmas is our chance to renew our hope, to look forward to a better 2022, to an end to pandemic and the
infinite possibilities of the future.

God bless us all in the new year ahead. May the Christmas Babe find a home in the manger of our hearts!
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1800 819 156

harvestjourneys.com

4

Eric and Gina Di Cristo of Rosebery
Dear Brothers and Sisters!
Again and again the beauty of this Gospel touches our hearts: a beauty that is the splendour of truth. Again and again it astonishes
us that God makes himself a child so that we may love him, so that we may dare to love him, and as a child trustingly lets himself
be taken into our arms. It is as if God were saying: I know that my glory frightens you, and that you are trying to assert yourself in
the face of my grandeur. So now I am coming to you as a child, so that you can accept me and love me.
I am also repeatedly struck by the Gospel writer’s almost casual remark that there was no room for them at the inn. Inevitably the
question arises, what would happen if Mary and Joseph were to knock at my door. Would there be room for them? And then it
occurs to us that Saint John takes up this seemingly chance comment about the lack of room at the inn, which drove the Holy
Family into the stable; he explores it more deeply and arrives at the heart of the matter when he writes: “he came to his own home,
and his own people received him not” (Jn 1:11). The great moral question of our attitude towards the homeless, towards refugees
and migrants, takes on a deeper dimension: do we really have room for God when he seeks to enter under our roof? Do we have
time and space for him? Do we not actually turn away God himself? We begin to do so when we have no time for God. The faster
we can move, the more efficient our time-saving appliances become, the less time we have. And God? The question of God never
seems urgent. Our time is already completely full. But matters go deeper still. Does God actually have a place in our thinking?
There is another verse from the Christmas story on which I should like to reflect with you – the angels’ hymn of praise, which they
sing out following the announcement of the new-born Saviour: “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace among men with
whom he is pleased.” God is glorious. God is pure light, the radiance of truth and love. He is good. He is true goodness,
goodness par excellence. The angels surrounding him begin by simply proclaiming the joy of seeing God’s glory. Their song radiates
the joy that fills them. In their words, it is as if we were hearing the sounds of heaven. There is no question of attempting to
understand the meaning of it all, but simply the overflowing happiness of seeing the pure splendour of God’s truth and love. We
want to let this joy reach out and touch us: truth exists, pure goodness exists, pure light exists. God is good, and he is the supreme
power above all powers. All this should simply make us joyful tonight, together with the angels and the shepherds.
Linked to God’s glory on high is peace on earth among men. Where God is not glorified, where he is forgotten or even denied,
there is no peace either. Nowadays, though, widespread currents of thought assert the exact opposite: they say that religions,
especially monotheism, are the cause of the violence and the wars in the world. If there is to be peace, humanity must first be
liberated from them. Monotheism, belief in one God, is said to be arrogance, a cause of intolerance, because by its nature, with its
claim to possess the sole truth, it seeks to impose itself on everyone. Now it is true that in the course of history, monotheism has
served as a pretext for intolerance and violence. It is true that religion can become corrupted and hence opposed to its deepest
essence, when people think they have to take God’s cause into their own hands, making God into their private property. We must
be on the lookout for these distortions of the sacred. While there is no denying a certain misuse of religion in history, yet it is not
true that denial of God would lead to peace. If God’s light is extinguished, man’s divine dignity is also extinguished. Then the
human creature would cease to be God’s image, to which we must pay honour in every person, in the weak, in the stranger, in the
poor. .
Let us go over to Bethlehem, says the Church’s liturgy to us today. Trans-eamus is what the Latin Bible says: let us go “across”,
daring to step beyond, to make the “transition” by which we step outside our habits of thought and habits of life, across the purely
material world into the real one, across to the God who in his turn has come across to us. Let us ask the Lord to grant that we may
overcome our limits, our world, to help us to encounter him, especially at the moment when he places himself into our hands and
into our heart in the Holy Eucharist. Pope Benedict 2012
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Christmas Hymns
(1) O come, all ye faithful

(3) Hark! the herald-angels sing

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Hark! the herald-angels sing glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies,

Come and behold him born the King of Angels:

With th’angelic host proclaim, Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Refrain:
O come, let us adore him,

Hark! the herald-angels sing glory to the newborn King!

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ, the everlasting
Lord,
Late in time behold him come offspring of a virgin’s
womb:
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, hail th’incarnate Deity!

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heav’n above;
Glory to God in the highest: (Refrain)

Pleased as man with man to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald-angels sing glory to the newborn King!

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,
Jesu, to thee be glory giv’n;

Hail! the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of
Righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in his
wings;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: (Refrain)
(2) Away in a manger
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no more may die,

The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head;
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second
birth.
Hark! the herald-angels sing glory to the newborn King!

The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,

(4) Silent Night
Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child,
Holy Infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.

But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky,
And stay by my side until morning is nigh.

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;
Glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing alleluia;
Christ, the Saviour, is born! Christ, the Saviour, is born!

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth!
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(5) Joy to the world!
Joy to the world! the Lord is come;
Let earth receive her King.
Let ev’ry heart prepare him room,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n and nature sing,
And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.
Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns;
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.
Parts of the Mass
Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
At the words that follow, up to and including and became man, all
bow.
*and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man*.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Holy Holy (Sanctus Latin) 4pm & 9pm
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis.
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Hosanna in excelsis.
Lamb of God (Latin) 4pm & 9pm
Agnus Dei,
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei,
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis.
Agnus Dei,
quitollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.
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Liturgy of the Word
Entrance Antiphon
The Lord said to me: You are my Son.
It is I who have begotten you this day.

4. With justice he will rule the world,
he will judge the peoples with his truth. (R.)

First Reading

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus

Second Reading
God’s grace has been revealed, and it has made salvation
possible for the whole human race and taught us that what
we have to do is to give up everything that does not lead to
God, and all our worldly ambitions; we must be selfrestrained and live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope for the blessing
which will come with the Appearing of the glory of our great
God and saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself for us in
order to set us free from all wickedness and to purify a people
so that it could be his very own and would have no ambition
except to do good.
The Word of the Lord

A reading from the prophet Isaiah
The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow
a light has shone.
You have made their gladness greater,
you have made their joy increase;
they rejoice in your presence
as men rejoice at harvest time,
as men are happy when they are dividing the spoils.
For the yoke that was weighing on him,
the bar across his shoulders,
the rod of his oppressor,
these you break as on the day of Midian.
For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood,
is burnt
and consumed by fire.
For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onwards and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!
Gospel

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke
Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a census of the whole
world to be taken. This census – the first – took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria, and everyone went to
his own town to be registered. So Joseph set out from the
town of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to Judaea, to the
town of David called Bethlehem, since he was of David’s
House and line, in order to be registered together with Mary,
his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there the
time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to a
son, her first-born. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes,
and laid him in a manger because there was no room for
them at the inn. In the countryside close by there were
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it in turns to
watch their flocks during the night. The angel of the Lord
appeared to them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel said, ‘Do not be
afraid. Listen, I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be
shared by the whole people. Today in the town of David a
saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. And here
is a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
clothes and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly with the angel
there was a great throng of the heavenly host, praising God
and singing:

Responsorial Psalm
Today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
1. O sing a new song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
O sing to the Lord, bless his name. (R.)
2. Proclaim his help day by day,
tell among the nations his glory
and his wonders among all the peoples. (R.)
3. Let the heavens rejoice and earth be glad,
let the sea and all within it thunder praise,
let the land and all it bears rejoice,
all the trees of the wood shout for joy
at the presence of the Lord for he comes,
he comes to rule the earth. (R.)

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven
and peace to men who enjoy his favour.
The Gospel of the Lord
Communion Antiphon
The Word became flesh, and we have seen his glory.
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