
Prayer of Dedication  
 

Father in heaven, 
source of holiness and true purpose, 

it is right that we praise 
and glorify your name. 

For today we come before you, 
to dedicate to your lasting service this house of prayer, 

this temple of worship, this home in which we are nourished 
by your word and your sacraments. 

Here is reflected the mystery of the Church. 
The Church is fruitful, 

made holy by the blood of Christ: 
a bride made radiant with his glory, a virgin splendid 

in the wholeness of her faith, 
a mother blessed through the power of the Spirit. 

The Church is holy, 
your chosen vineyard: 

its branches envelop the world, 
its tendrils, carried on the tree of the cross, 

reach up to the kingdom of heaven. 
The Church is favoured, 

the dwelling place of God on earth: 
a temple built of living stones, 

founded on the apostles with Jesus Christ its corner stone. 
The Church is exalted, 

a city set on a mountain: 
a beacon to the whole world, bright with the glory of the Lamb, 

and echoing the prayers of her saints. 
Lord, send your Spirit from heaven, 

to make this church an ever-holy place, 
and this altar a ready table 
for the sacrifice of Christ. 

Here may the waters of baptism 
overwhelm the shame of sin; 

here may your people die to sin 
and live again through grace as your children. 

Here may your children, gathered around your altar, 
celebrate the memorial of the Paschal Lamb, 

and be fed at the table 
of Christ’s word and Christ’s body. 

Here may prayer, the Church’s banquet, 
resound through heaven and earth as a plea for 

the world’s salvation. 
Here may the poor find justice, 

the victims of oppression, true freedom. 
From here may the whole world 

clothed in the dignity of the children of God, 
enter with gladness 
your city of peace. 

Parish Matters 
Office Phone: (02) 9353 6300                                                                      

Parish Office: Maria Awad (Secretary), Ruth Rawlinson (Admin Manager) 

Monday to Friday 10am to 1pm 

Office Address: Our Lady of Mt Carmel,                                    

 2 Kellick Street, Waterloo 2017 

Postal Address: PO Box 1067, Strawberry Hills NSW 2012 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au |  www.citysouthcatholic.org.au 

Weekday Mass This Week 

Tuesday 14 December -  5.00pm Waterloo                     

Wednesday  15th December 12noon Rosebery  

(with blessing of the ground for primary school)  

Friday 17 December 6.30pm followed by 
Adoration and Confession until 8pm Redfern 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil  5.00pm   Waterloo 

Sunday 7.30am Rosebery, 9.30am Rosebery, 
 11.00am  Redfern  

Parish Priest & Rector: Fr Paul Smithers  

Follow on Instagram & Twitter: @frpaulsydney  

Pastoral Associate: Sr Rosemary Mitchell RSJ  
 

Schools in Our Parish: 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

96991407 

info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Marg Holles 

 

St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023)  

Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan  

 

St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care, Rosebery 
(open 2022) 

1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018 

9030 4677/  0457 036 456 

scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au  

Director: Lidia Krslovic 

 

Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern 

117 Redfern Street 

99365450 

Principal: Matt Smith  

The Catholic Community of City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the 
traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for this land for 

thousands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment 
and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 
country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this 

land. 

DEDICATION OF ST JOSEPH CHURCH ROSEBERY - 12 DECEMBER 2021 

  Our Patron Saints   



PARISH OF SYDNEY CITY SOUTH PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: David Zachariou; Warren Walker; Hani Abdel Malik. 

Anniversary: Marelle Newton (11 Dec); Joe Kerr, Rosario Jebulan (16 Dec); Geoff Shalala (17 Dec). 

Deceased: Raymond & Dorothy Blackman; Rosemary Cooley; Joseph Mizzi; members of Mio & 
Verardo families; Joseph & Rose Lia; Carmen Bonello; Bonello Family; Bill, Muriel, Marc and Jamie 
Wickert; Shirley Turner; Sr. Patricia Wilkinson; Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins; Robert Clarke; Elliot 
Bennett; Jay Rosenstrauss; Arthur & Janice Gray; Ethel & George Gray; Bill & Pat Clarke; Sydney & 
Violet Green; Arthur & Edna Dennett; John & Eileen Dennett; Arthur & Rose Dennett; Hazel Holly;  
All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them; All Souls of the Unborn. 

Those who are sick: Livia Mio; Fenglan Zhou; Giovanna Toppi; Bruce Wilson; Liam Ryan; Fay 
Hayden; Kazuyo Kawakami; Crystal Ling; Vivienne (Vivi) Chivers; Janice; Mark Blackman; Karen 
Heggie; Evelyn C. Luga; John Cooley; Robert Townsend; Leonor Flores; Assis Quintal; Mariazinha 
Quintal; Marian Gray; Anne Adams; Christina O’Connor; Carlos Chua; Lee Frost; John Gavan; Milena 
Braganza; Sandra Truong: Geraldine Carrington; Rose Galea; Therese Mullaney; Fr Brian Egan; Allan 
Walker; Carolyn White; Marlic Erland; Ana Lucia Solorzano; Joan Kenny; Abrelita Aguillar; Pat Frost;  
Joan Buist; and all the housebound. 

Birthdays: Ashley Snashel, Haru Chow (11 Dec); Tim Downs (13 Dec), Aidan Downs (15 Dec); 
Teresita Aguire (16 Dec); Jason Fong, Benjamin Walker (17 Dec). 

Thank you to all who are supporting the parish 

financially.  

It is encouraging to note that a great deal of donations are now 

done electronically, via direct deposit (including website & QR 

code) or Tap N Go. We encourage you, if you are able to do so, 

to use this method. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Click on Support Us, then either 1st Collection or Other 
for 2nd Collection. Thank you for your generosity. 

Open Day at Coogee to honour   

Servant of God, Eileen O’Connor 

Our Lady’s Nurses for the Poor is   

opening up Eileen’s place for dedicated 

monthly Open Days to mark the       

Centenary of the death of Servant of 

God, Eileen O’Connor. For more      

information and to register visit: https://

eileenoconnor.com.au/open-days   

Supporting the Parish 

The Parish has new bank account details. If you 

would like to direct transfer into parish account, 

please contact the office for details. This does not 

affect those that use the ‘support us’ tab on website. 

Online donations can be made through the Parish 

website (see photo). Alternatively please donate using 

the QR code or call the Parish Office with your credit 

card details. 

 

ADVENT REFLECTIONS 

Pick up your copy of “Blessed” a beautiful booklet with 

Daily Reflections to prepare for Advent and Christmas. If 

you would like to make a donation,  please put  on Catholic 

Weekly plate (Waterloo) or give to Fr Paul.  



The Altar: Symbol of Christ 

The most important aspect to any church is the altar. The new altar at Rosebery is made from 
Carrara marble, a natural material. It positioned to be proportioned and to be the focus of the 
church. On the front of the latar is inscribed in gold the Jerusalem cross. The four crosses    
contained in each quadrant represent the four evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, thus 
becoming a powerful reminder that from the table of the Lord we are nourished for our mission 
to live and preach the gospel. Another symbolism is the representation of the five wounds of 
Christ. The smaller crosses represent the wounds on Christ’s feet and hands, and the larger   
central cross represents the wound inflicted by a soldier’s spear. The lectern or ambo is also 
made of marble thus connecting the table of the Word and the Table of the Eucharist.  

The Rite of Dedication outlines the theology of the altar in these words: “The Church’s children have the power to 
celebrate the memorial of Christ and take their place at the Lord’s table anywhere that circumstances might require. 
But it is in keeping with the eucharistic mystery that the Christian people erect a permanent altar for the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper and they have done so from the earliest times. The Christian altar is by its very nature properly the 
table of sacrifice and of the paschal banquet. It is: a unique altar on which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated in 
mystery throughout the ages until Christ comes; a table at which the Church’s children gather to give thanks to God 
and receive the body and blood of Christ. In every church, then, the altar ‘is the centre of the thanksgiving that the 
eucharist accomplishes’ and around which the Church’s other rites are, in a certain manner, arrayed. At the altar the 
memorial of the Lord is celebrated and his body and blood given to the people. Therefore the Church’s writers have 
seen in the altar a sign of Christ himself. This is the basis for the saying: ‘The altar is Christ.” 

There is a tradition of inserting relics of martyrs and other saints in the altar. All the dignity of the altar rests on its   
being the Lord’s table. Thus the martyr’s body does not bring honour to the altar; rather the altar does honour to the 
martyr’s tomb. For it is altogether proper to erect altars over the burial place of martyrs and other saints or to deposit 
their relics beneath altars as a mark of respect and as a symbol of the truth that the sacrifice of the members has its 
source in the sacrifice of the Head. Thus ‘the triumphant victims come to their rest in the place where Christ is victim: 
he, however, who suffered for an is on the altar; they who have been redeemed by his sufferings are beneath the altar.’ 
This arrangement would seem to recall in a certain manner the spiritual vision of the Apostle John in the Book of 
Revelation: ‘I saw underneath the altar the souls of all the people who have been killed on account of the word of 
God, for witnessing to it.’ His meaning is that although all the saints are rightly called Christ’s witnesses, the witness of 
blood has a special significance that only the relics of the martyrs beneath the altar express in its entirety. In           
accordance with received custom in the Church and the biblical symbolism connected with an altar, the table of a 
fixed altar should be of stone, indeed of natural stone. But, at the discretion of the conference of bishops, any        
becoming, solid, and finely wrought material may be used in erecting an altar.  

The relics to be inserted into the altar are Blessed Stanley Rother, martyr and priest, St Teresa of        
Calcutta. Both Bl. Stanley and Mother Teresa are outstanding examples of being fruitful in the new   
evangelisation. Bl Stanley was a simple pastor from Oklahoma who ministered in Guatemala. He loved 
his people and ultimately was martyred for his ministry and for Christ. Mother Teresa was dedicated to 
love of the poor and prayer. Her mission of outreach is particularly acknowledge through her Sisters in 
this area.  



About Us 

The Friends of Eileen O’Connor 

Associat ion was offic ia l ly 

launched by Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP on 17 

October 2021 at a Mass marking the end of celebrations 

during the 100th anniversary of Eileen’s death. 

Membership is open to anyone with special reverence for 

Eileen, whether in Australia or around the world. 

You will also receive email updates on special events to 

honour Eileen and on developments along her pathway 

to canonisation as Australia’s next saint. 

Friends of Eileen O’Connor Association - The Path To 

Canonization (eileenoconnor.com.au)  

 

A Message from The Director of St Joseph        

Preschool & Long day care  

Hello parents, carers, children and community members,  

My name is Lidia Krslovic and I'm excited to be joining the new 

team of educators at our Rosebery centre. My volunteer work as a 

Catechist inspired me to become a teacher. I am a qualified Early 

Childhood Teacher (ECT) who will be responsible for children’s 

learning, development and wellbeing. I have previously worked at 

numerous (Liverpool City) Council centres and am an active    

member of St John the Baptist Parish, Bonnyrigg Heights.   

 I am delighted to be joining the team of enthusiastic educators at 

SCECS and look forward to working with Father Paul    Smith-

ers. Our Sydney Catholic Early Childhood mission, 'To know and 

love Christ through learning' exemplifies my ethos and values. I 

believe in life-long learning, enjoy reading, travel and good food. I am 

a happily married mother of four adult children who possess their 

own unique talents and gifts. I can speak    Croatian and enjoy the 

practices and traditions of our Catholic faith.  

I look forward to meeting you and the friendly community that is 

Rosebery.  

https://eileenoconnor.com.au/friends-of-eileen-oconnor-association
https://eileenoconnor.com.au/friends-of-eileen-oconnor-association




Text for Mass of Dedication 

Gathering Hymn: All Are Welcome  

Let us build a house 
where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ 
shall end divisions. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house 
where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true, 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house  
where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ 
the feast that frees us. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house 
where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger. 
All are welcome, all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place.  
 
Contributors: Marty Haugen Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1994, 
GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
641353 All rights reserved.  

 
 

Blessing & Sprinkling of Water 

Hymn: Bathed in the Waters of Life (Landry) 

Gloria  

Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of  good will. 

We praise you, 

we bless you, 

we adore you, 

we glorify you, 

we give you thanks for your great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

O God, almighty Father. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 

Lord God, Lamb of  God, Son of  the Father, 

you take away the sins of  the world, 

have mercy on us; 

you take away the sins of  the world, 

receive our prayer; 

you are seated at the right hand of  the Father, 

have mercy on us. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of  God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

Back Page 

 

Rite of Dedication & Anointing 

Sung: Litany of the Saints  

Lord, have mercy (Lord, have mercy) 

Christ, have mercy (Christ, have mercy) 

Lord, have mercy (Lord, have mercy) 

Holy Mary, mother of God (pray for us) 

Saint Michael (pray for us) 

After each saint sing… pray for us 

Lord, be merciful ℟. Lord deliver us, we pray 

From all evil ℟. 

From every sin ℟. 

From everlasting death ℟. 

By Your incarnation ℟. 

By Your death and resurrection ℟. 

By the outpouring of the Holy Spirit ℟. 

 

Be merciful to us sinners  

 



 

℟.Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer  

Govern and protect your holy Church ℟. 

Keep the pope and all the ordained in faithful service tò your 

Church ℟. 

Make this church holy and consecrate it to your worship ℟. 

Bring all peoples together in peace and true harmony ℟. 

Form your clergy in faithful service. ℟. 

Comfort with your mercy the troubled and the afflicted ℟. 

Strengthen all of us and keep us in your holy service  ℟. 

Christ, hear us (Christ hear us) 

Christ, graciously hear us (Christ, graciously hear us) 

Depositing of Relics 

Hymn: For all the Saints (Vaughan Williams)  

Anointing of the Altar and the Walls of the Church 

Hymn: Praise to the Lord (Traditional)  

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise him, for he is your health and salvation! 

Come, all who hear; now to his temple draw near, 

join me in glad adoration. 

2 Praise to the Lord, above all things so wondrously reigning; 

sheltering you under his wings, and so gently sustaining! 

Have you not seen all that is needful has been 

sent by his gracious ordaining? 

3 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend 

you; 

surely his goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do, 

if with his love he befriends you. 

4 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore him! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises before him. 

Let the Amen sound from his people again; 

gladly forever adore him. 

Contributors: Joachim Neander, Catherine Winkworth Tune: © Straslund Gesangbuch, 1663. Harm. From 
the Choral Book of England, 1863. Text: © Joachim Neander, 1650-1680. Tr. By Catherine Winkworth, 
1827-1878, alt. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-641353 All rights reserved.  

 

Incensation of the Altar & Church  

Hymn: Lift up Your Hearts (O’Connor)  

Lighting of the Altar & Church 

Hymn: Christ Be Our Light (Farrell)  

Preparation of Gifts 

Hymn: Centre of My Life  

Refrain: O Lord, you are the centre of my life: 

I will always praise you, 

I will always serve you, 

I will always keep you in my sight. 

 

 

Keep me safe, O God, I take refuge in you. 
I say to the Lord, "You are my God. 
My happiness lies in you alone; 
my happiness lies in you alone." Refrain 
 
I will bless the Lord, who gives me counsel, 
who even at night directs my heart. 
I keep the Lord ever in my sight: 
since he is at my right hand, I shall stand firm. Refrain 
 
And so my heart rejoices, my soul is glad; 
even in safety shall my body rest. 
For you will not leave my soul among the dead, 
nor let your beloved know decay. Refrain 
 
You will show me the path of life,  
the fullness of joy in your presence, 
at your right hand, 
at your right hand happiness forever.  Refrain 
Contributor Paul Inwood. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE                    

#A-641353 All rights reserved 

Sanctus/Memorial Acclamation/Great Amen  

Mass of St Francis 

Communion  

Hymn: One Bread, One Body  

Refrain: One bread, one body, one Lord of all,  

one cup of blessing which we bless. 

And we, though many, throughout the earth,  

we are one body in this one Lord. 
 

1. Gentile or Jew, servant or free,  

woman or man no more. 

2. Many the gifts, many the works,  

one in the Lord of all. 

3. Grain for the fields, scattered and grown,  

gathered to one for all. 

Text and music © 1978, John B. Foley, S.J., and OCP. All rights reserved. Contributors:   
John Foley Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A641353.  
 

Hymn: City of God (if needed) Awake from your slumber! Arise 

from your sleep! 

A new day is dawning for all those who weep 

The people in darkness have seen a great light 

The Lord of our longing has conquered the night  

℟.Let us build the city of God 

May our tears be turned into dancing! 

For the Lord, our light and our love 

Has turned the night into day! 

We are sons of the morning; we are daughters of day 

The One who has loved us has brightened our way ℟. 

God is light; in him there is no darkness 

Let us walk in his light, his children, one and all ℟. 

Text and music © 1981, OCP. All rights reserved. Contributors: Dan Schutte. Reprinted with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A641353. 
 

Words of Thanks - Fr Paul Smithers PP 

Solemn Blessing & Dismissal  

Recessional Hymn: Tongan choir (In Tongan)   



FIRST READING 8:2-6, 8-10 

A reading from the book of  Nehemiah 

Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
consisting of  men, women, and children old enough to 
understand. This was the first day of  the seventh 
month. On the square before the Water Gate, in the 
presence of  the men and women, and children old 
enough to understand, he read from the book from 
early morning till noon; all the people listened 
attentively to the Book of  the Law. 

Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden dais erected for the 
purpose. In full view of  all the people - since he stood 
higher than all the people - Ezra opened the book; and 
when he opened it all the people stood up. Then Ezra 
blessed the Lord, the great God, and all the people 
raised their hands and answered, 'Amen! Amen!'; then 
they bowed down and, face to the ground, prostrated 
themselves before the Lord. And Ezra read from the 
Law of  God, translating and giving the sense, so that 
the people understood what was read. 

Then Nehemiah - His Excellency - and Ezra, priest and 
scribe (and the Levites who were instructing the people) 
said to all the people, 'This day is sacred to the Lord 
your God. Do not be mournful, do not weep.' For the 
people were all in tears as they listened to the words of  
the Law. 

He then said, 'Go, eat the fat, drink the sweet wine, and 
send a portion to the man who has nothing prepared 
ready. For this day is sacred to our Lord. Do not be sad: 
the joy of  the Lord is your stronghold.' 

 The word of  the Lord. 

℟.      Thanks be to God. 

  

RESPONSORIAL PSALM   Ps 18:8-10,15 

℟.      Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 

  

SECOND READING 3:9-11, 16-17 

A reading from the first letter of  St. Paul to the 
Corinthians               

You are God's building. By the grace God gave me, I 
succeeded as an architect and laid the foundations, on 
which someone else is doing the building. Everyone 
doing the building must work carefully. For the 
foundation, nobody can lay any other than the one 

which has already been laid, that is Jesus Christ. 

Didn't you realise that you were God's temple and that 
the Spirit of  God was living among you? If  anybody 
should destroy the temple of  God, God will destroy 
him, because the temple of  God is sacred; and you are 
that temple. 

 The word of  the Lord. 

℟.      Thanks be to God. 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Mt 16:18 

Alleluia Alleluia! 

You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my 
Church; The gates of  hell will not hold out against it. 

Alleluia! 

 GOSPEL 16:13-19 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew                       

 When Jesus came to the region of  Caesarea Philippi he 
put this question to his disciples, 'Who do people say 
the Son of  Man is?' And they said, 'Some say he is John 
the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of  
the prophets.' 'But you,' he said, 'who do you say I am?' 
Then Simon Peter spoke up, 'You are the Christ,' he 
said, 'the Son of  the living God.' Jesus replied, 'Simon 
son of  Jonah, you are a happy man! Because it was not 
flesh and blood that revealed this to you but my Father 
in heaven. So I now say to you: You are Peter and on 
this rock I will build my Church. And the gates of  the 
underworld can never hold out against it. I will give you 
the keys of  the kingdom of  heaven; whatever you bind 
on earth shall be considered bound in heaven; whatever 
you loose on earth shall be considered loosed in 
heaven.' 

The Gospel of  the Lord. 

℟.      Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 
Many thanks…  
Architects: Neeson Murcutt + Neille  
Builder: Thomas Taylor, Vernon Constructions 
Chancery Support: Gary Watman, James Bichard  
Parish Support: Maria Awad, Ruth Rawlinson  

Liturgy of the Word 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney: Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. 

If you, or anyone you know, have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and        

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to your   

Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 


