
Dear friends,  

This week I celebrate the 20th anniversary of my ordination as a priest. I will talk 

more about this wonderful gift at Mass on Tuesday, but for now just a few brief re-

flections. In reflecting on being a priest I start with the Dogmatic Constitu-

tion Lumen Gentium which teaches, “[t]hough they differ from one another in essence 

and not only in degree, the common priesthood of the faithful and the ministerial or 

hierarchical priesthood are nonetheless interrelated: Each of them in its own special 

way is a participation in the one priesthood of Christ.” The Second Vatican Council 

re-established a certain balance in that it restored the dignity of the common priest-

hood while also safeguarding the irreducibility of the ministerial. In a beautiful de-

scription on the priesthood Cardinal Ouelette says “As such, they are ordained for 

the service of the common priesthood of the baptized through the proclamation of 

the Word, the gift of the sacraments, and the pastoral ministry of unity in the com-

munity of the Church. They sacramentally communicate the Spirit of Trinitarian life 

as a Love that pardons, heals, blesses, enlivens, and sanctifies, thus building up the 

Church as the Body and Bride of Christ through the daily Pentecost of Eucharistic 

communion.” In each place I have served I have tried to live these ideas and give 

practical expression to them in collaboration with the community. Someone asked 

me during the week what the career progression of a priest is. His question was per-

fectly understandable given he was from the corporate world. My response is that I 

have chosen a different way to work and live. To be a priest is an enigma to many in 

our world and sometimes to me! These last 20 years have been full enough of giving 

and receiving. I have enjoyed the ministry and have been able to help some people 

even as I have been helped by others. There have been too some incredibly special 

moments, depth moments clearly touched by transcendence, and I have also tasted 

sufficient agony. I’ve no regrets.  

Please continue to pray for me. 

Fr Paul Smithers 

Parish Priest  

Rector, Shrine of Our Lady of  

Mt Carmel, Waterloo  

pp@citysouthcatholic.org.au 
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Repairs & Maintenance 

Have you spotted an R&M Is-

sue? 

 

Please notify Ruth: 

manager@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

or via Parish Office 

When making a report please note: 

1. Date & Time you noted issue 

2. Location (Church/Building & 
area within that space. E.g. St 
Joseph’s Church, door to confessional 
from foyer). 

3. When does problem occur? (All 
the time or intermittent?) 

4. Where possible please take a 
photo of the damage. 
 
If the issue is an immediate 
Health & Safety Issue notify 
Priest at Mass who will contact 
me urgently. 

 “WHERE THERE IS UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH” 

ISSUE 

39 

The Parish of Sydney City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for this land for thou-
sands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

26th/27th November 2022 | 1st Sunday of Advent 2022 

I’m Michael Rodgers and I’m a second-year seminarian studying to be-

come a priest in the Archdiocese of Sydney. Over Advent I’ll be here at 

the Sydney City South Parish, immersing myself into parish life. I’d like to 

get to know as many of you as I can over this next month. I’m originally 

from Lane Cove and I was a teacher for a year before I entered the semi-

nary. I love reading about history, trying new food, and playing and 

watching soccer. Please pray for me! 



PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased: Nancye Morrisey, Oscar Rivera, Fr Peter 
Maher, Sr Theresa Coleman. 

Anniversary: Maria Bedmead (27/11) 

Deceased: Raymond Rounds, Clemente & Iluminada Chua 
and their deceased children, Arthur & Janice Gray, Ethel & 
George Gray, Bill & Pat Clarke, John & Eileen Dennett, Arthur 
& Edna Dennett, Sydney & Violet Green, Hazel Holly, Arthur 
& Rose Dennett, Gino Mio, Rosemary Cooley, Bill, Muriel, 
Marc & Jamie Wickert, Shirley Turner, Sr. Patricia Wilkinson, 
Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins, Jay Rosenstrauss.  

All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them, 
All Souls of the Unborn, All souls in Purgatory. 

Those who are sick: Theresa Flores, Lyndall Storey, Brian 
Manton, Margie Humilde, Rafael Pastorza, William Gonzales, 
Nhia Nguyen, Marina Fox, Jo-Anne Davies, Maureen Maher, 
Lidia Freitas, Sr Dominic Furlong OSU, Ana Lucia Solorzano, 
Jack, Ruby, Samsia, John Cooley, Christina O’Connor, John 
Gavan, Geraldine Carrington, Therese Mullaney, Fr Brian 
Egan, Pat Frost and all the housebound.  

If you wish to be included in bulletin lists, please email the 

Parish Office.  
For Mass Intentions please email before 10am Friday. 
Donations can be made via website or given to Fr Paul 

directly. 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au.   
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This Week: 

Weekday Mass times this week: 
Monday  
7.30am Liturgy of the Word at Rosebery  
Tuesday  
5pm Mass at Waterloo then Adoration 
Wednesday  
7.30am St Joseph’s Rosebery 
Friday  
8am Our Lady of Mt Carmel Waterloo 
Sunday Mass Times                                        
Waterloo: 5pm Sat Vigil                                   
Rosebery: Sunday 7.30am & 9.00am.                
Reconciliation @ Rosebery 8.30am. 
Redfern 11.00am   
 

Schools in Our Parish: 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

96991407 

info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Marg Holles 
 

St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023) 

9184 6630  

Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan  
 

St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care,   Rose-
bery  

1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018 

9030 4677/  0457 036 456 

scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au  

Director: Lidia Krslovic 
 

Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern 

117 Redfern Street 

99365450 

Principal: Matt Smith  

If you are not  available on your rostered date, please 

contact the    Parish Office before 1pm on Friday so an 

alternate reader can be organised.  

Rosters Readers 

5:00pm 

This Bruce Strath 

Next Bianca Rodrigo 

7:30am 

This John Sciberras 

Next Stephanie Chow 

9:00am 
This Jenny Jago 

Next Abbey K 

11:00am 
This Ana Vakauta 

Next Jack Callaghan 

mailto:scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au


Thank you to all who are supporting the 

parish financially.  

 

Please use the QR code, Tap N Go, 

Support Us Tab from Website or 

contact the Parish Office to make a 

donation OR be set up for a monthly 

donation using your credit card. 

 20th Anniversary of Ordination for Fr Paul 

Tuesday 29th November, Mass 5pm at our 
Lady of Mount Carmel followed by a gathering 
at the presbytery from 6pm. RSVP to Parish 
Office please (9353 6300, 
secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au), you are 
all welcome to attend! 

 Get-together after Mass at Waterloo – 
Saturday 3 December. 

 Final Sunday morning tea for the year at 
Rosebery – Sunday 4 December. 

 Save the Date! 2023 Annual Parish Dinner 
Confirmed for Friday 2nd June 2023 6pm-
10pm at The Tea Room QVB. 

Financial Update  

October 2023 
Monthly Figures Include all Credit Card Contributions  

First Collection 
Supports the Clergy  
Remuneration Fund 

 $    3573 

Second Collection   
(includes Parish Giving Pro-

gram) 

Supports the Parish  $    4416 

Week Ending 20 November  

First Collection 
Supports the Clergy  
Remuneration Fund 

 $ 565 

Second Collection   
(includes Parish Giving Pro-

gram) 

Supports the Parish  $  648 

CHILDREN’S INVOLVEMENT IN 7PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS AT  ROSEBERY: The 7pm Christmas 

Mass at St Joseph’s has a children’s focus. If your child would like to be  involved, please contact Sr Rosemary—

pastoral@citysouthcatholic.org.au, 9353 6300. A rehearsal will be held after  mass on Sunday 18 December and if 

needed, another will be held on Friday 23 December at 3pm. 



Preparing for Advent 

Advent compels us to think about the “when” of Christian 

faith and practice. We start the year over. We enter a new 

time. Or, to use the title of James KA Smith’s fascinating 

new book, Advent is the season when we reflect most acute-

ly about How to Inhabit Time. Smith, a professor of philos-

ophy at Calvin University in Michigan, challenges us to con-

template how contingency and temporality condition the 

way we situate our moral, spiritual and religious lives. Incor-

porating a broad range of resources from academic philoso-

phy, theology and popular musicians, artists and novelists, 

he forces us to ask ourselves not just “where” we are in our 

moral journeys, but “when” we are. He rightly criticises a 

brand of Christian faith which presumes to be “nowhen” – 

to act as though eternity does not enter time through crea-

tion. This “nowhen” faith is consistent neither with the con-

tingencies that claim as temporal beings nor (and most im-

portantly) with the incarnational nature of our salvation. 

Smith reminds us that Christian faith is inherently anchored 

to considerations of time: reflecting on the past, living in the 

present and forming our lives by a hope for the future are all 

necessary elements of Christian faith. “It’s not just that 

Christians keep a different calendar,” he notes; “Christians 

keep time differently because we are citizens of a kingdom 

that will arrive from the future.” But this hope (the signal 

virtue of temporal beings) for the future kingdom should 

orientate our present lives. We do not consider the eschaton 

merely as some future horizon, but rather as the point to-

ward which we order present reality. “An eschatological ori-

entation isn’t only about future expectation,” Smith ex-

plains, “but also a recalibration of our present.” Eschatolog-

ical faith shows us “when” we are, namely in that time be-

tween time in which the present stands on the past and is 

ordered by the future. 

This way of thinking has important practical implications. 

From my perspective, the most important of those is the 

affirmation that contingency is an integral part of our shared 

faith as well as our individual moral lives. Contingency 

scares us because we like assurance. We like timeless abso-

lutes by which we can construct predictable and transcend-

ent principles to guide our lives. To be sure, to believe in the 

one God who created all things implies a givenness to crea-

tion that transcends time. But we do not. And, in God be-

coming Man, he demonstrated that contingency is not to be 

avoided but embraced. The incarnation shows us that con-

tingency and temporality are essential components of our 

very salvation. In his incarnation Christ did not abolish time. 

He redeemed it. In doing so, he tells us that “nowhen” 

brands of Christian faith fail to embrace both the fullness of 

the incarnation and, thus, the temporality of our own moral 

lives. 

© Ken Craycraft from the Catholic Herald UK  

Final week of Bible studies 

For the past two weeks a dozen parishioners have set 

aside one hour per week to take part in small group Bi-

ble studies taking place on Sundays and Tuesdays.  At 

our final gatherings, on 6 and 11 December, we will be 

looking at the journey of Magi to encounter the birth of 

Jesus.  If you would like to know more about Bible Stud-

ies at St Joseph’s please contact Elizabeth Arblaster 0491 

939 577 or mission@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Good Samaritan 

About our new project: Project Good Samaritan is a 

new ongoing collaboration between the Parish of Sydney 

City South and St Vincent de Paul Centre in Redfern. 

Each month, parishioners are asked to donate a particu-

lar item requested by SVDP to assist our neighbours in 

need.   Item for November: Santa sacks.  Item for De-

cember: Christmas crackers/ Christmas bon bons. 

Project News: Redfern and Waterloo churches now 

also have Project Good Samaritan boxes at the back of 

each church for donations.  The project is going well so 

far, with our Project Good Samaritan box at Rosebery is 

positively full of Santa sacks; thanks to all who have do-

nated.  Vanessa Madunic has kindly volunteered to coor-

dinate this project going forward. Thanks Vanessa and 

we pray for blessings upon this project. 



iWitness conference   

Young adults, check out the iWitness conference taking place 

at The Tops Conference Centre, 15-18 December 2022. Since 

2008, iWitness has been one of the premier young adult Cath-

olic events in Australia, consistently booking outstanding 

speakers.  It’s a great way to make Catholic friends from all 

over Sydney, go deeper in one's faith and have a great time 

doing so. www.iwitnessconference.com 

Get-together after Mass at Waterloo  

The community is organising a get-together after the 
5pm Mass on Saturday 3 December. Please stop by 
for food, refreshments and good company.    

This month we are hosting families from OLMC 
School who are visiting for the Family Mass that 
night; please make them welcome and invite them to 
stay for our gathering.   

If you can help by bringing or serving food and 
drinks, please contact me (Elizabeth Arblaster) on 
0491 939 577 or mission@citysouthcatholic.org.au. 
Thanks to all who have volunteered to date.  

 

 

Final morning tea for the year at Rosebery  

Next Sunday, 4 December is our final morning tea for 
the year at Rosebery after the 7.30am and 9.00am 
Masses.   
 
Can you bring a plate to share at the morning tea?  If 
so, please contact Elizabeth Arblaster at mis-
sion@citysouthcatholic.org.au or on 0491 939 577. 

Volunteers for Vinnies Christmas initiative 

Thanks to the seven parishioners who responded to our call 
for volunteers to assist the St Vincent de Paul Centre in 
Redfern this Christmas.  These volunteers will be welcom-
ing and assisting parents in need who are being provided 
with access to gifts for their children this Christmas.  

20th Anniversary of  Ordination  

for Fr Paul 

 

Please let us know if you require assistance with 

transport to get to Waterloo, we may be able to 

get you in touch with a volunteer who can assist. 

 

You are still able to contribute to the gift,  just get 

in touch through the Parish Office and Michelle 

or Ruth can assist you. 

 

Contact the Parish Office: 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

9353 6300 

mailto:mission@citysouthcatholic.org.au
mailto:mission@citysouthcatholic.org.au


Scripture Reflection  

 

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, which is also the first Sun-

day of a new liturgical year for the Church. The Advent season 

includes the four Sundays that precede Christmas. It is a time 

of preparation for the coming of the Lord. In this season, we 

recall two central elements of our faith: the final coming of the 

Lord in glory and the incarnation of the Lord in the birth of 

Jesus. Key themes of the Advent season are watchful waiting, 

preparation, and justice. 

In this new liturgical year, the Gospel of Matthew will be the 

primary Gospel proclaimed (Lectionary Cycle A). In today's 

Gospel, we hear Jesus speak about the need for wakefulness, 

for watchful waiting, for the coming of the Son of Man. 

Matthew's Gospel is dated by most scholars after 

70 A.D. Most believe that Matthew wrote for a primarily Jew-

ish community, but one that was no longer centered on the 

Temple in Jerusalem. These were Jewish Christians trying to 

come to terms with their relationship to Judaism in a new situ-

ation: Judaism after the destruction of the Temple in Jerusa-

lem. There may have been Christians who believed that the 

events of the world around them gave evidence of the immi-

nent return of the Lord in glory. 

The passage from Matthew we read today is rather straightfor-

ward. No one knows the precise time of the coming of the 

Lord in glory, so watchful waiting and vigilance are required. 

The passage speaks to the uselessness of looking for signs; 

there will be none. As a thief sneaks in during the night, so will 

the Lord's coming in glory be. 

The question for us as members of the Christian community, 

then, is how do we prepare for this? Today's passage speaks 

more about the manner of waiting, rather than the details of 

the preparation. Jesus compares the vigilance required of 

Christians to the vigilance of a homeowner who knows the 

plans of the thief. If one knows that the thief's action is immi-

nent, one remains watchful. As Christians, we know that our 

Lord is coming even if we cannot know the precise timing. Je-

sus calls us to be watchful and vigilant, like the homeowner. If 

we become lax in our Christian living, we may be caught un-

prepared.© Loyola Press 2022 

In our parish I have the right to feel safe and free from harm,  

I have the responsibility to act appropriately with others.  



 
Nicaean Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Holy Holy (Sanctus Latin) Vigil Mass 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  
Hosanna in excelsis.  
 
Lamb of God (Latin) Vigil Mass 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.  
 

Communion Antiphon 

The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield 
its increase. 

Parts of  the Mass 

Entrance Antiphon 

To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. 
In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame. 
Nor let my enemies exult over me; 
and let none who hope in you be put to shame.  

Penitential Rite  

Lord Jesus, you are the image of the unseen God: Lord, 
have mercy  
All: Lord, have mercy. 
You exalt the humble: Christ, have mercy.  
All: Christ, have mercy. 
You reconciled the world to God: Lord, have mercy. 
All: Lord, have mercy. 

OR 
I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
And, striking their breast, they say: 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
Then they continue: 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

In our parish I have the right to express my views openly and honestly in all matters affecting me,  
I have the responsibility to respect other people’s views.  



A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, concerning Judah and 
Jerusalem. 
In the days to come 
the mountain of the Temple of the Lord 
shall tower above the mountains 
and be lifted higher than the hills. 
All the nations will stream to it, 
peoples without number will come to it; and they will say: 
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the Temple of the God of Jacob 
that he may teach us his ways 
so that we may walk in his paths; 
since the Law will go out from Zion, 
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’ 
He will wield authority over the nations 
and adjudicate between many peoples; 
these will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles. 
Nation will not lift sword against nation, 
there will be no more training for war. 
O House of Jacob, come, 
let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
 
Responsorial Psalm 

(R.) Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord. 
1. I rejoiced when I heard them say:  
 ‘Let us go to God’s house.’ 
 And now our feet are standing 
 within your gates, O Jerusalem. (R.) 
2. It is there that the tribes go up,  
 the tribes of the Lord. 
 For Israel’s law it is, 
 there to praise the Lord’s name. 
 There were set the thrones of judgement 
 of the house of David. (R.) 
3. For the peace of Jerusalem pray:  
 ‘Peace be to your homes! 
 May peace reign in your walls, 
 in your palaces, peace!’ (R.) 
4. For love of my brethren and friends  
 I say: ‘Peace upon you!’ 
 For love of the house of the Lord 
 I will ask for your good. (R.) 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up now: 
our salvation is even nearer than it was when we were 
converted. The night is almost over, it will be daylight 
soon – let us give up all the things we prefer to do under 
the cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves and appear in 
the light. Let us live decently as people do in the daytime: 
no drunken orgies, no promiscuity or licentiousness, and 

no wrangling or jealousy. Let your armour be the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord, show us your mercy and love, 
and grant us your salvation. 
Alleluia! 
 
Gospel 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so 
will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those days 
before the Flood people were eating, drinking, taking 
wives, taking husbands, right up to the day Noah went 
into the ark, and they suspected nothing till the Flood 
came and swept all away. It will be like this when the Son 
of Man comes. Then of two men in the fields one is 
taken, one left; of two women at the millstone grinding, 
one is taken, one left. 
‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day when 
your master is coming. You may be quite sure of this that 
if the householder had known at what time of the night 
the burglar would come, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have allowed anyone to break through the wall 
of his house. Therefore, you too must stand ready 
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.’ 
 

  Liturgy of the Word     


