
Collect 
 

O God,  

who see how your people faithfully await the feast of the Lord’s Nativity,  

enable us, we pray,  

to attain the joys of so great a salvation  

and to celebrate them always with solemn worship and glad rejoicing.  

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever and ever and ever.  

 

Dear friends,  

This third week of the season heralds a turn from an emphasis on the second com-

ing of Christ to the impending feast of Christmas. The collect describes us as await-

ing the feast of the Nativity of the Lord. Interestingly the sixth century original was 

slightly more theological, speaking of our expectation of the ‘incarnation’ rather than 

the ‘birth’. For contemporary believers three images come to the fore here. The most 

profound is that of the incarnation: the divine one taking flesh and living as fully hu-

man. Following the patristic wisdom of St Irenaeus, ‘what is not taken up of our hu-

manity cannot be saved’. The primary unpacking of the incarnation is that the sav-

iour must be born to be of one flesh with us. From this flows the prayer’s under-

standing of the ‘nativity’. The term seeks to focus our attention on the full humanity 

of Jesus. However, uppermost in our consciousness today, following the piety of the 

medieval period, is the way we immediately equate the nativity with the actual birth 

of the child Jesus to Mary his mother in a stable in Bethlehem, angels, magi, animals 

and stars all included. While the birth of a child is always a cause of joy, and a safe 

birth under such conditions well worth celebrating, the joy that underpins our wor-

ship and the rejoicing that can only be defined as solemn is because the divine took 

flesh and we have been offered salvation.  
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Repairs & Maintenance 

Have you spotted an R&M Is-

sue? 

 

Please notify Ruth: 

manager@citysouthcatholic.org.au 

or via Parish Office 

When making a report please note: 

1. Date & Time you noted issue 

2. Location (Church/Building & 
area within that space. E.g. St 
Joseph’s Church, door to confessional 
from foyer). 

3. When does problem occur? (All 
the time or intermittent?) 

4. Where possible please take a 
photo of the damage. 
 
If the issue is an immediate 
Health & Safety Issue notify 
Priest at Mass who will contact 
me urgently. 

 “WHERE THERE IS UNITY THERE IS STRENGTH” 

ISSUE 

41 

The Parish of Sydney City South acknowledge the Gadigal People, the traditional custodians, who have walked upon and cared for this land for thou-
sands of years. We acknowledge the continued deep spiritual attachment and relationship of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to this 

country and commit ourselves to the ongoing journey of Reconciliation of this land. 

10th /11th December 2022 | 3rd Sunday of Advent  



PRAYER INTENTIONS  

Recently Deceased:  

Anniversary: Ester Lopez (10/12), Elizabeth Borner (10/12), 
Sebastian Lentini (10/12), Marelle Newton (11/12), Joe Kerr 
(16/12), Rosario Jebulan (16/12). 

Deceased: Joseph Mizzi, Raymond & Dorothy Blackman, 
Arthur & Janice Gray, Ethel & George Gray, Bill & Pat Clarke, 
John & Eileen Dennett, Arthur & Edna Dennett, Sydney & 
Violet Green, Hazel Holly, Arthur & Rose Dennett, Gino Mio, 
Rosemary Cooley, Bill, Muriel, Marc & Jamie Wickert, Shirley 
Turner, Sr. Patricia Wilkinson, Anna, Stanley & Jim Atkins, Jay 
Rosenstrauss.  

All Souls, especially those that have no one to pray for them, 
All Souls of the Unborn, All souls in Purgatory. 

Those who are sick: June Elliot, Theresa Flores, Lyndall 
Storey, Brian & Marilyn Manton, Margie Humilde, Rafael 
Pastorza, William Gonzales, Nhia Nguyen, Marina Fox, Jo-
Anne Davies, Maureen Maher, Lidia Freitas, Sr Dominic 
Furlong OSU, Ana Lucia Solorzano, Jack, Ruby, Samsia, John 
Cooley, Christina O’Connor, John Gavan, Geraldine 
Carrington, Therese Mullaney, Fr Brian Egan, Pat Frost and all 
the housebound.  

If you wish to be included in bulletin lists, please email the 

Parish Office.  
For Mass Intentions please email before 10am Friday. 
Donations can be made via website or given to Fr Paul 

directly. 

secretary@citysouthcatholic.org.au.   
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This Week: 

Weekday Mass times this week: 
Monday  
7.30am Liturgy of the Word at Rosebery  
Tuesday  
5pm Mass at Waterloo then Adoration 
Wednesday  
7.30am St Joseph’s Rosebery 
Friday  
8am Our Lady of Mt Carmel Waterloo 
Sunday Mass Times                                        
Waterloo: 5pm Sat Vigil                                   
Rosebery: Sunday 7.30am & 9.00am.                
Reconciliation @ Rosebery 8.30am. 
Redfern 11.00am   
 

Schools in Our Parish: 

Our Lady of Mt Carmel, Waterloo 

96991407 

info@olmcwaterloo.catholic.edu.au 

Principal: Mrs Marg Holles 
 

St Joseph, Rosebery (opening 2023) 

9184 6630  

Principal: Mr Bernard Ryan  
 

St Joseph Preschool & Long Day Care,   Rose-
bery  

1A Kimberley Grove, Rosebery, NSW 2018 

9030 4677/  0457 036 456 

scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au  

Director: Lidia Krslovic 
 

Jarjum School (Jesuits) Redfern 

117 Redfern Street 

99365450 

Principal: Matt Smith  

If you are not  available on your rostered date, please 

contact the    Parish Office before 1pm on Friday so an 

alternate reader can be organised.  

Rosters Readers 

5:00pm 

This Ika Sadeli 

Next Lenette Carter 

7:30am 

This Josette Merchant 

Next Charlotte Buxton 

9:00am 
This Amelia K 

Next Terri Lumibao 

11:00am 
This Ben May 

Next Tongan Community 

mailto:scecs.rosebery@syd.catholic.edu.au


Thank you to all who are supporting the 

parish financially.  

 

Please use the QR code, Tap N Go, 

Support Us Tab from Website or contact 

the Parish Office to make a donation OR 

be set up for a monthly donation using your 

credit card. 

 Please note: There will be no Wednesday 
morning tea at Rosebery during December/
January. Wednesday morning teas will 
recommence in February. 

 Save the Date! 2023 Annual Parish Dinner 
Confirmed for Friday 2nd June 2023 6pm-
10pm at The Tea Room QVB. 

Financial Update  

November 2022 
Monthly Figures Include all Credit Card Contributions  

First Collection 
Supports the Clergy  
Remuneration Fund 

 $   3,353  

Second Collection   
(includes  

Parish Giving Program) 

Supports the Parish  $   4,954 

Week Ending 04 December  

First Collection 
Supports the Clergy  
Remuneration Fund 

 $ 1,285 

Second Collection   
(includes Parish Giving Pro-

gram) 

Supports the Parish  $  1,320 

 

CHILDREN’S INVOLVEMENT IN 7PM 

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS AT  ROSEBERY 

The 7pm Christmas Mass at St Joseph’s has a  

children’s focus. If your child would like to be   

involved, please contact Sr Rosemary at  

pastoral@citysouthcatholic.org.au, 9353 6300.  

A rehearsal will be held after  mass on Sunday 18 De-

cember and if needed, another will be held on Friday 

23 December at 3pm. 



Gospel Reflection 

The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally 

called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word mean-

ing “rejoice.” This Sunday is so named because “Rejoice” 

is the first word in the entrance antiphon for today's Mass 

taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark 

this Sunday on their Advent wreath with a pink candle 

instead of a purple candle. This Sunday is a joyful remind-

er that our salvation is near. 

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflec-

tion on the person and message of John the Baptist. Last 

week we heard John speak about his relationship to the 

coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear Jesus' message 

to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the 

kingdom found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of 

John's role in the Kingdom of God. 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in 

chapter 14:3-12. In today's Gospel, John sends word to 

Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is the Messiah for 

whom he has been waiting. Jesus responds by pointing to 

the miracles that he has worked and invites John and the 

other hearers to make their own determination. In his 

next breath, however, Jesus praises John for his role in 

preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of 

those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great 

as John and even greater. 

Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom 

being performed recalls the salvation described by the 

prophet Isaiah. This passage is a reminder that the begin-

ning of salvation is already mysteriously present to us, but 

also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our midst as 

manifest in the miraculous deeds of Jesus and in the 

Church. But salvation is also to be fulfilled in the coming 

reign of God. Even as we observe our world today, we 

can find glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, 

we help to prepare the way for God's kingdom by our 

words and our deeds. This message is indeed a cause for 

rejoicing. © Loyola Press 

Thank you for the Welcome 

I want to thank with all my heart the many parishioners 

who have been involved in the post-COVID revival of 

our hospitality ministry at Redfern, Waterloo, and  

Rosebery churches.  We have had some wonderful,  

convivial gatherings in recent months.   

It hard to overstate the importance of hospitality in a  

parish.  In that welcoming ground, many seeds germi-

nate: friendships bloom, ministries are conceived, and 

through the kindness and warmth of others many are 

drawn into deeper relationships with the Lord. Without 

that welcoming ground, much potential can be lost. 

Each time we offer our time and gifts to the Lord, even 

through the simple act of offering food and a smile to 

members of our own community, God acts through us 

for the good of others.  Only God may ever know 

whose heart you have touched through investing your 

time in getting to know others, listening to them,  

helping with catering, packing up, and inviting others 

along.  I pray God will abundantly bless the time and 

gifts you have laid at His feet, and that many will be 

drawn closer to Jesus’ merciful heart through your small 

acts of love.  

Our after-Mass gatherings will resume in January.  If 

you can invest one hour per month or two months in 

our community through this important ministry of  

hospitality, we do need more people involved to make 

this sustainable.  We are looking for people who can 

occasionally bring food (you don’t have to cook it!), 

help set up or pack up, or serve food and drinks.  Many 

hands make light work.  Contact me on 0491 939 577 or 

mission@citysouthcatholic.org,au to enquire.  

Pax, Elizabeth Arblaster 

iWitness conference   

Young adults, check out the iWitness conference taking 

place at The Tops Conference Centre, 15-18 December 

2022. Since 2008, iWitness has been one of the premier 

young adult Catholic events in Australia, consistently 

booking outstanding speakers.  It’s a great way to make 

Catholic friends from all over Sydney, go deeper in one's 

faith and have a great time doing so. 

www.iwitnessconference.com 

Bible Studies  

Sunday is our last gathering for Bible Studies at  

St Joseph this year.  Over the past few months, 16 of us 

have entered into a close study of biblical narratives 

about conversion.  We examined the stories of the Sa-

maritan woman whom Jesus met at the well in Sychar, 

the call of St Matthew the tax collector, and the journey 

of the Magi. For Catholics, conversion is a lifelong and 

ongoing goal.  Next year, further faith formation will be 

offered in the parish, such as retreats, Bible studies and 

other spiritual and intellectual formation.  If you have 

any questions about this or would like more infor-

mation, please contact me on 0491 939 577 or mis-

sion@citysouthcatholic.org.au . Pax, Elizabeth Arblaster 

 



St Vincent de Paul Volunteers 

Thanks to the many parishioners who have volun-

teered to help with the Redfern St Vincent de Paul 

Centre’s program to provide parents-in-need with gifts 

for their children this Christmas.  Donna Boyd from 

the Centre will be in touch with you to ascertain your 

available times in the week ahead and provide you with 

a roster.  If you have any questions, please don’t hesi-

tate to contact me on 0491 939 577 or  

mission@citysouthcatholic.org.au . Pax, Elizabeth 

. 

Project Good Samaritan 

Thanks all for your ongoing support to Project Good 

Samaritan. We are still taking donations for Christmas 

Crackers, Bon Bons, Plates and Serviettes. 

Final drop off of donations to St Vincent’s de Paul, Red-

fern, will be Monday 19th December 2022. 



FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA  

 

RECONCILIATION: HEALING WOUNDS, RECEIVING GIFTS  

All Australians have much to learn from the cultures, spirituality, and knowledge of country of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people. However, our society is yet to recognise fully Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as 

the traditional owners and custodians of the lands and waters now known as Australia, or to achieve right relation-

ships with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and communities.  

The Catholic Church in Australia has been caught up in this history of dispossession, Stolen Generations, racism, and 

the undermining of language and culture. Dioceses, eparchies, and religious institutes have made sincere efforts to 

share faith, education, and pastoral services with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. However, much suffer-

ing has been inflicted by the historically misguided attempts of those who were ignorant of the cultural richness of 

these peoples. We know that we will not be ‘fully the Church that Jesus wants’ us to be until Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people have made their contribution to the life of the Church and “until that contribution has been 

joyfully received by others” within the Church.  

 

The Fifth Plenary Council:  

a. says sorry to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in and beyond the Church for the part played by the 

Church in the harms they have suffered;  

b. commits to walk with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in continuing to work towards recognition, 

reconciliation and justice;  

c. joyfully receives and accepts the recommendations contained in the NATSICC position paper “Embracing Ab-

original and Torres Strait Islanders in the Life of the Catholic Church”;  

d. endorses the Uluru Statement from the Heart and encourages engagement with processes for implementing the 

statement, including local, regional, and national truthtelling efforts.  

In our parish I have the right to feel safe and free from harm,  

I have the responsibility to act appropriately with others.  



 
Nicaean Creed 
I believe in one God, 
the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all things visible and invisible. 
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Only Begotten Son of God, 
born of the Father before all ages. 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary, 
and became man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered death and was buried, 
and rose again on the third day 
in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory 
to judge the living and the dead 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins 
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Holy Holy (Sanctus Latin) Vigil Mass 
Sanctus, Sanctus, Sanctus Dominus Deus Sabaoth.  
Pleni sunt caeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.  
Hosanna in excelsis.  
 
Lamb of God (Latin) Vigil Mass 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei,  
quitollis peccata mundi: dona nobis pacem.  
 

Communion Antiphon 

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear. 
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us. 

Parts of  the Mass 

Entrance Antiphon 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I say, rejoice. 
Indeed, the Lord is near. 
 

Penitential Rite  

Lord Jesus, you became flesh. Lord have mercy.  
You offer us salvation. Christ have mercy.  
You lead us rejoicing to the Father. Lord have mercy.  

OR 
I confess to almighty God 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have greatly sinned, 
in my thoughts and in my words, 
in what I have done and in what I have failed to do, 
And, striking their breast, they say: 
through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grievous fault; 
Then they continue: 
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, 
all the Angels and Saints, 
and you, my brothers and sisters, 
to pray for me to the Lord our God. 
 

Gloria 

Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

In our parish I have the right to express my views openly and honestly in all matters affecting me,  
I have the responsibility to respect other people’s views.  



A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 

let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 

let it rejoice and sing for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 

the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 

they shall see the glory of the Lord, 

the splendour of our God. 

Strengthen all weary hands, 

steady all trembling knees 

and say to all faint hearts, 

‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

‘Look, your God is coming, 

vengeance is coming, 

the retribution of God; 

he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

the ears of the deaf unsealed, 

then the lame shall leap like a deer 

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 

everlasting joy on their faces; 

joy and gladness will go with them 

and sorrow and lament be ended. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 

(R.) Lord, come and save us.  
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  

who is just to those who are oppressed. 

It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 

the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  

who raises up those who are bowed down, 

the Lord, who protects the stranger 

and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just  

but thwarts the path of the wicked. 

The Lord will reign for ever, 

Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

 

A reading from the letter of  St James 

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a 

farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of 

the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the 

spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose 

heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not 

make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not 

to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 

already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, 

brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets 

who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 

he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and 

he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 

to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and see; 

the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are 

cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life 

and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and 

happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 

the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 

wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 

Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 

clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 

found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a 

prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: 

he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going 

to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your 

way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children 

born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never 

been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is 

greater than he is.’ 

  Liturgy of the Word     


